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Domestic intelligence Division 
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IATIVE NOTE 


June 22. 1969 


Attached sets forth information 
received from highly sensitive New York 
source concerning contact between Stanley 
Levlson and Harry Vachtel. Levison was 
advisor to Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
as late as 1964 identified as secret CP 
member. Harry Vachtel is New York 
attorney and advisor to Southern Christipi 
Leadership Conference, organization 
founded by King. 


Discussion between Levlson and 
Vachtel relates to special coverage by 
the FBI Including coverage of King. 
Vachtel mentioned he bad talked to Clark 
(apparently former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark) concerning this special 
coverage. Teletype Indicates Levison 
to 'meet with James Vechsler, New York 


l newspaper 


columnist. 


Due to nature of source and 
material contained in teletype, no., 
dissemination being made. I/-*'' 
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AID 51 

ATT DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION : V7\? 
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Mr. OMl»f3K__ 
Mr. Conra d ( 

Mr. Frit_! 

Mr. Gale_^ 

Mr. Bomb _ 

Mr. Bolli f^. 

Mr. Tarri_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Trie. Boom_ 

Mix Holme*_ 
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FROM NEW YORK (100-136585) 5P 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , -£14—G (00-AT) *T\ yjr.-P ^rxpVSj 
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FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS FURNISHED BY 


ON JUNE TWO ONE, SIXTY NINE- 


CLASSIFY "SECRET")N 


rh 


ONE JUNE TWENTY FIRST, NINETEEN SIXTY NINE, 

HARRY WACHTEL, NEW YORK ATTORNEY AND SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ADVISOR, TOLD STANLEY LEVISON 
THAT THE GUESTS AT A PARTY ON JUNE TWENTY, LAST WERE 
TRYING TO GUESS THE IDENTITY OF THE COMMUNIST-MARXIST- 
LENIN1ST LAWYER WHO HAD BEEN TAPPED. WACHTEL SAID HE 
COULD ONLY ANSWER THAT IT WAS NOT HE. THE GUESTS 
DECIDED THAT IT WAS (WILLIAM) KUNSTLER, NEW YORK ATTORNEY. 
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WACHTEL TOLD THEM THAT HE DIDN’T KNOW, BUT THAT 


IT WASN’T CLARENCE 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

LEVISON TOLD WACHTEL TO TELL HIS (WACHTEL* S) 

CLIENTS WHO THE LAWYER REALLY WAS. LEVISON HAD ALREADY 
TOLD MOE FONER, OFFICER OF l/cAL ONE ONE NINE Nil 
DRUG AND HOSPITAL WORKERS, NYC. 

WACHTEL SAID THAT RAMSEY CLARK IS HITTING HARD 
AND THAT KATZENBACH IS SITTING THERE SAYING NOTHING. HE 
SAID THAT THEY HAVE PRETTY WELL ACKNOWLEDGED THEY ARE ALL 
INVOLVED, NOV THAT ROBERT KENNEDY PUSHED IT. WACHTEL SAID 
THE WHOLE THRUST IS NOW THAT KENNEDY DID JOT PUSH IT. 


\INEDY DID J( 

LEVISON SAID HE SAW (JAMES) NEWSPAPER 


'X 


COLUMNIST, AND ASKED HIM WHAT KIND OF THING THIS IS. HE SAID 
wee hti** 

HE TOLD WEXfc SR THAT CIVIL LIBERTIES ISSUES WERE ALL RIGHT FOR 


HIM TO HAMMER ON, BUT WHAT WAS THIS. LEVISON TOLD WACHTEL 
W BCHSW 

THAT WfcYL&g WROTE THE ARTICLE WHEN HE WAS DRUNK. LEVISON 

LOITD 




SAID THAT HE HAD TOLD MOE TO TELL W E - XbSfi TO LAY OFF THE SUBJECT. 

WACHTEL SAID HE INTENDED TO CALL ON THE BASIS OF 

THE MIAMI HERALD THING AND POINT OUT THAT IT WAS DON 

FROM NINETEEN SIXTY ONE ON. 

| 

END PAGE TWO 





PAGE THREE 
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WACHTEL SAID HE WAS NOT KEEN ON ACQUIRING TRANSCRIPTS 
OF TAPED CONVERSATIONS. LEVISON THOUGHT IT Nl/^VE TO 
THINK THEY TAPPED THE OFFICE AND NOT THE HOME. HE SAID 
THAT THEY WOULD TAP THE OTHER END TO GET MORE MILEAGE. 
LEVISON SAID THEY WOULD TAP HIM (LEVISON) AND NOT HIM. 
WACHTEL SAID "I HAVE CERTAIN WAYS OF GETTING SOME 
VERIFICATION AND I HAVE INTENTIONS OF GETTING IT IF I CAN’ 

WACHTEL SAID THE TIMES HAD AN EDITORIAL ON BUGGING 
IN CHICAGO. HE SAID THAT WHAT THE FEI IS DOING STANDS 
ON ITS OWN AS WRONG. 

LEVISON SAID THAT IN GENERAL WHAT IS NEEDED IS TO 
GET HOOVER TO BRING THE TAPES OUT, BUT THAT CORETTA 
(KING) DOES NOT WANT TO GO FURTHER. 

LEVISON SAID HE KNOWS THIS GUY ARRINGTON (PHONETIC) 
THAT HE IS SOME SORT OF A PROCURER. WACHTEL THEN SAID 
THAT HE WOULD NOT TELL LEVISON ANYTHING, BECAUSE THE 



A 


LATTER* S LINES .MAY STILL BE TAPPED. 

LEVISON SAID THAT W EXLE R IS A SCHMJK FOR MAKING 




IT ALL PUBLIC. HE AGREED THAT CLARK IS A GOOD GUY 
FOR WHAT HE IS SAYING. 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

WACHTEL SAID HE TALKED TO CLARK A LONG TIME ABOUT 
WHAT WAS IN THE TAPES, AND THAT HIS FUNDAMENTAL NOTION 
WAS THAT IT WAS NOT REALLY VERY CONCRETE. WACHTEL 
SAID IT DEPENDS ON WHO IS SITTING UP THERE. HE SAID THAT 
IN CLARK’S TIME, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO HAVE 


A VIEWING (OF THE TRANSCRIPTS) UP TO THE POINT OF Lf 
MAKING THE DECISION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO SHOW THEM -A 

I (Plk/ically) . 

/» 

ON JUNE TWENTY ONE, SIXTY NINE, MOE FONER TOLD 
STANLEY LEVISON ABOUT THE MIAMI HER^JLD ARTICLE WHICH 
STATED THAT THEY HAVE PICTURES OF KING IN BED, ETC. 
LEVISON SAID THAT THERE ISN’T ANYONE IN PU9LIC LIFE^^- 
WHO ISN’T TAPPED. 

LEVISON SAID THAT KING WAS GOING TO SUPPORT 
ROBERT KENNEDY FOR THE PRESIDENCY. HE SAID THAT THIS 
FACT WOULD APPEAR IN THE BOOK. & 

END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

r LEVISON TOLD FONER THAT HE AGREED WITH JIMMY’S 

we cA iLin 

( WEXLCR ) FUNDAMENTAL PREMISES THAT MAYBE IT IS TIME TO 

GO INTO THIS. FONER SAID THAT THE PROBLEM WITH JIMMY 

IS THAT HE IS ONE OF THE FEW GUYS WHO HAS BEEN WILLING 

TO TAKE ON HOOVER IN THE OPEN. LEVISON SAID HE THINKS 

THAT HE (LEVISON) AND JIMMY 
AS HE (LEVISON) HAS SOME CPI 

NYO HAS NO INFORMATION AS TO WACHTEL'S MEANS 
OF VERIFICATION AS SET OUT ABOVE. 

NO-fcWMO FOLLOW. 
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, You will recall that captioned individual has bitterly attacked the Bureau 
relative'ttywire taps on Martin Luther King, Jr. In recent articles,-Rowan has 
1 attempted to express indignation that King was in any way a national security risk and 
jhas painted King more or less as an heroic figure. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that Rowan in an article 
entitled " Martin Luther King ’s Tragic Decision” (Reader^s Digest, ^September, 196 7 v ) 
presents a different ..viewpoint .relative to King. In this article Rowan is Critical of 
King for King’s decision to oppose American participation in the Vietnam War. Rowan 
j summarizes the accomplishments of fCing in the civil rights field and is commendatory. 

I Rowan said that he first met King in late 1955 and was cognizant of King’s leadership 
| in efforts to gain equal justice for Negroes. Why then did King link his civil rights M 
(feats with an attack on the Vietnam War? 

A Rowan, in a section of the article entitled 'The Halo Slips, ” says: I 

"But, inexplicably, something began to happen after a while. King seemed to develop 
an exaggerated appraisal of how much he and his crisis techniques were responsible 
for the race-relations progress that had been made. *’ Rowan states that Negroes had'*^ 
begun to grow uneasy about King. He no longer seemed to be a selfless leader. He f\N 
dramatically had himself arrested and then was out of jail in two days. King rejected^, 
the advice of his civil rights friends. Some said it was a matter of ego, that he was v ' 
convinced that he was the most influential Negro in the United States. 


Rowan now addf^ 


{ "Others revived a more sinister speculation that had been whispered 
around Capitol Hill and in the nation’s newsrooms for more than two years- 
talk of communists influencing the actions and words of the young minister. 
This talk disturbed other civil-rights leaders more than anything else. 

"I report this not to endorse what King and many others will consider a 
'guilt by association* smear, but because of the threat that these allegations 
represent to the civil-rights movement. When King was simply challenging 
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M. A. Jcnes to Mr. Bishop memo 

Re: CarlT. Rowan 

| Jim Crow, murmur mgs that he was associating with, or influenced by, 

I ‘enemies of the United States’ had only limited impact. Most Congressmen 
and editors knew that American Negroes did not need a communist to 
tell them that they disliked being herded into the rear of buses, the 
balconies of theaters, the back doors of restaurants or a ramshackle 
school across the briar patch. But now that King has become deeply 
involved in a conflict where the United States is in direct combat with 
communists, the murmurings are likely to produce powerfully hostile 
reactions. They cannot help but imperil chances of passage of the civil- 
rights bill that would protect civil-rights workers in the South and make 
housing discrimination illegal. 11 

. Rowan concludes that it is a tragic irony that King, in his denunciation 

|of the Vietnam. War,would raise any doubt about the Negroes' loyalty to his country. 

Copy of article is attached. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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?»v Cam, T. Rowan 


What has caused him to jeopardize, by his ill-advised 
pronouncements on Vietnam, the movement he has 
so ably served? Another distinguished Negro looks at 
the man and his motives. 


■' v- n a cats?, dear evening last 
. April 4, the Rev. Martin 

; v >-* Luther King stood in New 

r York City's Riverside Church and 
delivered the most scathing dcnunci- 
; ation of U.S. involvement in Viet- 
i nam ever made by so prominent an 
i American. He labeled the United 
States “the greatest purveyor of vio¬ 
lence in the world today 11 and ac¬ 
cused it of “cruel manipulation of 
the |X>or.” l ie said that the people of 
Vietnam “watch as we poison their 
water, as we kill a million acres of 
their crops.” 

He stated that LhS. troops “may 


have killed a million South Viet¬ 
namese civilians—mostly children.” 
He said that American soldiers “test 
out our latest weapons” op the peas¬ 
ants of South Vietnam “just as the 
Germans tested out new medicine 
and new tortures in the concentra¬ 
tion camps of Europe.” He accused 
! President Johnson of lying about 
! jkicc overtures from Hanoi, and 
j urged Americans to become “con- 
\ scientious objectors.” 
j Reaction across the nation and 
i around the world was immediate 
! and explosive. Radios Moscow and 
Peking picked up Kings words and 
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mr. KEAOEKS DIGEST September 


v>/e.:%! limn; m dismu capit.,L. In 
W *.**c x l>)v'>>c, «» Pi ;li.il 
,. aide shot: led, %, Mv God, King Jus 
; ! given a speech on Vietnam that goes 
i-rii;!*.: down the commie line!” 
’ f I'iOmJ.m: |« iluivmi, ir.itliiu; |l»r wii'*" 
*1 u-p«rii:. t Uti-.hrd wuli anger, 

Givil-iig!u\ leader* wrung '.heir 
hands and began to plan steps to 
take the already splintered move* 
meat for Negro tonality out from 
under die onus of King s broadside. 
Such prominent Negroes as Roy 
Wilkins, executive director of the 
National Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Colored People, Ralph 
Bunchc, Nobel Prize-winning 
United Nations under-secretary, and 
Sen. Edward Brooke disagreed pub¬ 
licly with Xing. Tne directors c£ 
Freedom House called the program 
that King advocated "demagogic 
and irresponsible in its atfack on 


cur government.” The Washington 
4 Pcs:, long a supporter of King, said, 
"Dr. Xing has done a grave in¬ 
jury to the great struggle to remove 
ancient abuses from our public life, 
' He has diminished his usefulness to 
! his cause, to his country and to his 
1 people.” 

What sort of person is this man 
who has been awarded a Nobel 


CaTw T. Rc\van\ dirccrer cf tie US. in- 
for-T-iuoa, A^^r.cy itzsz rcbmiry 1964 to 
September 15 S 5 , now writer c eradicated 
c&tjrna ic.- more than 100 newspaper* in the 
United Su:ci and abroad. He i* aUo a radio 
and TV commentator for the '.Vejdr.ghousc 
B.xidcasdng Co. Ai director ©£ USIA, he 
wan the Nc^ro to aticod meedags of the 
National Security Council and of the Presi¬ 
dent's cabinet. 


Peace Prize and denounced as a 
knave, all within three years? What 
do Martin Luther King and his re¬ 
cent actions mean to the nation and 
to the scaring dispute?, tli.it now 
iriJnl (lie « ii‘r| 11 l*! tl% morriiH'iil : 

hii*: JJjyTfj;*jilas. Jo imdrr:.uiu! 
King's unique position in American 
life, we must go back to January 15, 
1929, when Michael Luther King, 
Jr., was born in a comfortable 13- 
room house in Atlanta, Ga. PI is 
father and his maternal grandfather, 
the Rcv s A. D, Williams, had be¬ 
come, via Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
two of the great preachers of the 
South. 

• By the time “Little Mike” was six 
(when his father changed both their 
names to that of the leader of the 
Protestant Reformation), he was 
well aware of the racial struggle 
around him. Grandfather Williams 
had been an early leader of Georgia's 
chapter of the NAACP. Kis father 
fought for equal salaries for Negro 
teachers and to abolish the Jim 
Crow elevators in the Atlanta court¬ 
house. And young Martin soon 
knew at firsthand the hurt and 
humiliation of discrimination. He 
has recalled as one of his angriest 
hours a bus ride from Macon to At¬ 
lanta, when a bus driver called him 
and his teacher “black sons of 
bitches” because they were slow in 
surrendering their seats to white 
passengers. 

A bright, sensitive student King 
entered Atlanta's Morehouse Col¬ 
lege at 15, toying with the notion-of 
becoming a lawyer or doctor. There 
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he reed Thorcau's 4 ‘Essay on Civil 
Disobedience,” a :\d became con¬ 
vinced that he had to involve himself 
in social protest, and that only 
through the ininisiry con Id he fivnc- 
lin.: edicvtivciy. IVnin Mn: clior.sc. 

Kt-r; won U) iiiii/n *1 


& 

\ King’s gift of articulateness, his ap¬ 
parent lack of personal ambition, 
his willingness to stand up to tough- 
; talking city officials made him the 
.natural leader or the movcmcnt.Thc 
city a nested W5 Negro religious 

ami pojitu.il Ic.ulcis; a U>ml> rx- 


TLX LUTHER KING'S TRAGIC DECISION 


. ScoUimiv* in Oluwicj, Pa., where 
a lecture on Mohandas Gandhi 
led him to devour every book and 
article written about India’s great 
deader of non-violent protest. 



thinking of 

G n «« 

i and 

Tho- 

rcr.u was still 

burn- 
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I first 
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as then in- 

vcived 
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. first 
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test of 

non- 

violence and 
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Deep 

South, 

. On 

Decern 

her 1 0 
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year, a 
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stress, 

Mrs. 

Rosa 

Perks, 

had bo 

arced 


cry, Ala., where King had recently 
become pastor of the Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church. When the driver 
ordered Negroes to stand so that 
whites could sit, Mrs. Parks refused 
and was arrestee. Within hours, Ne¬ 
groes had launched a 99-percent ef¬ 
fective boycott that threatened to 
ruin the bus line. 

As a reporter for the Minneapolis 
Tribune, I went to Montgomery and 
was permitted to si; in on the strate¬ 
gy sessions of the Negro leaders. 


plo.lrj on King's Jrom j»»rrii. Bui 
tlic boycott held firm for 3ha tense 
days, and led to the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision outlawing bus segre¬ 
gation. The Negroes of Montgomery 
__ had won a great vic¬ 
tory, and Martin 
Luther King was 
world-famous. 

^Brenjtnlnte_of 

Righteousness,” 

* How did King rise 
to the pinnacle? He 
had charisma—a 
down-to-earth sin¬ 
cerity, an ability' to 
wear the mantle of 
the church in such 
a way as to suggest 
a special closeness 
to God. He won 
the grudging admi¬ 
ration of white Americans and the 
support of millions of foreigners 
through his dignity, his willingness 
to take verbal abuse, to go to jail 
quietly—and to turn the other cheek 
in the process—in order to achieve 
his goals. Kc seemed impervious to \ 
provocation. He earned the reputa -1 
tion of a selfless leader whose devo- \ 
tion and wisdom were larger than 1 
lift. 

When a group of badgered, beat¬ 
en Negroes in Gadsden, Ala., were 


a bus in Mont50m* The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 




i 


I 











:o 


THE READERS DIGEST 


September 

on the verge cf violence, King asked won the support accessory for the 
their. :o put down their arms. “Get passage of the civil-rights lows or 
the weapon of non-violence, the 1964 and 1965. But other Negro lead- 
breastplate of righteousness, the or- ers, while no: belittling demon si ra¬ 
nt or c: truth, and jus: keep march- tions, argued that the Negro could 
mg," he pleaded. They did. Anc^ never forgo a reliance on the law. 
when the young minister said to' They pointed out that Negroes 
whites, "We will match your ca- might still be walking instead of rid- 
parity to inflict suffering with our ing buses in Montgomery had the 
capacity to endure suffering. We lawyers not won their case in the 
wilt no: hate you, but we cannot in Supreme Court. They said that the 
ah good conscience obey your unjust Negro had to continue to seek 
laws," he disarmed many who held strong legislation and just court dc- 
laten: hostility toward the Negro. cisions. They argued that the cause 
“There is no arrogance about him, required a shrewd, sometimes so- 
no intellectual posturing," reported phisticated wooing of public opinion, 
the New York Times in 1961. “He Negroes had, in fact, begun to* 
voices no bitterness against the j grow uneasy about King. He no 
whircs who have handled him L longer seemed to be the selfless lead- 
roughly." If he became involved in \ er of the 1950’s. There was grum- 
crisis after crisis—the restaurant poling that his trips to jail looked 
sit-in in Atlanta‘in 1960; demor.stra- ; like publicity stunts. When arrested 
tions in Albany, Ga., in 1961; the ex- f in Albany, Ga., in 1961, he had de¬ 
plosive Birmingham pretests of \ clared dramatically that he would 
1953; the Selma, Aia., march of \ stay behind bars until the city de- 
1964—it was because, as one o: his j segregatedpublicfacilitics.Twodays 
aides said, “You’ve got to have a \ later, he was out on baii. In Su 
crisis to bargain with. To take a , Augustine, Fla., after getting Ne- 
moderate approach, hoping to get : groes fred up for massive demon¬ 
white help, doesn’t work.” j strations, he went to jail amid 

The Kale Silos. But, inexplicably, j great fanfare. But two days later he 
'something began to happen after a > was bailed out again, so he could re- 
jwhiie. King seemed to develop an Iccivc an honorary degree at Yale 
exaggerated appraisal of how much \ University. 

he and his crisis techniques were re- . Sinister King really 

sponsible for the race-relations prog- * gave both critics and admirers scri- 
ress that had been made. j ous cause for concern in 1965, when 

He could, indeed, make a pretty \ he began to talk about foreign pol- 
convinring argument that it was the j icy* In July of that year, he told a 
crisis he and his followers prccipi- Los Angeles group that the issues 

uted in Birmingham in 1963 that of racial injustice, poverty and war 

(ati|»rd ihc Nr/;.*.':. iCViJulion M(\ afr "illCJLhJClhly IkmiikI higrtlicf. 1 ' 
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79 67 .MARTIN LUTHER KINGS TRAGIC DECISION 


When advisers expressed doubts 
about the wisdom of linking the 
three, he retorted: “One car.r.c: be 
jus: concerned with civil rights. It 
is very nice to drink milk at an un- 
serregated lunch’ counter—but nor 
when there is strontium 90 in it ” 

A month later, he announced that 
he intended to write President Ho 
Chi Miuh of North Vietnam, and 
i the leadens of South Vietnam, Rus¬ 
sia and the United States in an effort. 

: to move the war to the cmucrcucc 
table. 

Then, in September 1965, he called 
or, Arthur Goldberg, chief U.S, dele¬ 
gate to tiic United Nations, and 
urged the United States to press for 
: a U.N. scat for Communist China, 
Also, he asked for a halt in Ameri¬ 
can air strikes on North Vietnam, 
ami ju rcnnumrodcd twy,<iii.iiiuiH 
Willi (nr Vir;.OM};, At l!i:s fHunt, 

eve ft some of bis strange..: support* 
? ers began to demur. 

The. New York Herdd Tribune 
said: “Dr, King is already commit¬ 
ted to a massive, unfinished task in 
f t an area in which he has great in- 
^ ftuence. He can only dissipate that 
influence by venturing into fields 
that are strange to him/’ In a harsh¬ 
er comment, liberal columnist Max 
; Freedman asked, “Is he casting 
1 about for a role in Vietnam because 
; the civil-rights struggle is no longer 
; adecuste to his own estimate of his 
* talents ?” NAACP leader Roy Wil¬ 
kins, Whitney Young, executive di¬ 
rector of the Urban League, Socialist 
leader Norman Thomas, and Bayard 
Rustin, a chief planner of the great 


civil-rights march on Washington in 
1963 and himself a pacifist, all plead¬ 
ed in vain with King not to wade 
into the Vietnam controversy. 

Why did King reject the advice of 
) his old civil-rights colleagues? Some 
j say it was a matter of ego—that he 
< was convinced that since he was the 
J most influential Negro in the 
j United States, President Johnson 
• would hut/c 10 li.stcn to him and alter 
I U.S. jKilicy in Vietnam. Others re¬ 
vived a more sinister speculation 
/that had been whispered around 
j Capitol Hill and in the nation’s 
j newsrooms for more than two 
years—talk of communists infiucnc- 
\ ing the actions and words of the 
! young minister. This talk disturbed 
; other civil-rights leaders more than 
] anythin 1: else. 

1 1 irpu;( lhi\ i>i»t tn rmloisr wh.il 

King and many othcis will con¬ 
sider a “guilt by association 1 " smear, 
but because of the threat that these 
allegations represent xo the civil- 
rights movement. When King was 
simply challenging Jim Crow, mur- 
murings that he was associating 
with, or influenced by, “enemies of 
the United States" had only limited 
impact. Most Congressmen and edi¬ 
tors knew that American Negroes 
did not need a communist to tell 
them that they disliked being herd¬ 
ed into the rear of buses, the balco¬ 
nies of theaters* the back doors of 
restaurants or a ramshackle school 
across die briar patch. But now that 
'King has become deeply involved in 
I a conflict where the United States is 
, in direct combat with communists, 
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the murmuring- arc likely to pro¬ 
duce powerfully hostile reactions. 
They cur.no: help but imperii 
chances of passage of the civil-rights 
bill the: would protect civil-rights 
workers ;r. the South and znaite 

Housing c^Sw.*.miriwt.OAA ilkgai. 


THE READERS DIGEST 

Negro revolution. It suggests that 


mos: Negroes arc proud of the in¬ 
tegrated performance of colored GIs 
in Vietnam; that most Negroes still 
think of America as ihcir country 
'and do not wan: to seem unpatriotic. 
Beyond doubt, King's speech at 


_y ~v .gv^ruJfcng answered his -Riverside Church and his subsc- 
critics. He had become convinced,, iquent remarks have put anew strain 
he said in his April a speech at New and new burdens on the civil-rights 


York’s Riverside Church, that 
America would never invest the nec¬ 
essary funds or energies in reha- 
h* 'f:\> nf it\ iv*^ir ‘‘so Ion it as 

.. — f — —^ 

adventures like Vietnam continue 
to draw men and skills and money 
like some demonic destructive suc¬ 
tion tube.” He told the Riverside 
audience that “We are taking black 
young ir.tr. who have been crippled 
by our society and sending then 
Scoo miles away to guarantee liber¬ 
ties in Southeast Asia.which they 

k^i-» nfy* f.^\r\A in CXmr- 

4*4* 4>Vv 1 U44U Mi ww« 

gia and East Harlem." 

The latter is an old cry that seme 
Negroes have uttered in every 


r movement. He has become persona 
“j non grata to Lyndon Johnson, a feet 
i that he may consider of no conse- 
!n Lienee. It is also likely that his 
i former friends in Congress will nev- 
!cr again listen to or be moved by 
{him the way they were in the past. 
„ This, too, may no: bother King. But 
! it can make the difference between 
poverty and well-being for millions 
of Negroes who pannot break the 
vicious circle of poverty and un¬ 
preparedness that imprisons them 
unless the President provides leader¬ 
ship and Congress provides the 
» circle-breaking programs and laws. 
Martin Luther King has alienated 


American war. But in no conflict ! many of the Negro’s friends and 
has a Negro with King’s prestige \ armed the Negro’s foes, in both 
urged Negroes to shun battle he- parties, by creating the impression 
cau»c they*have nothing to fight for. j that the Negro is disloyal. By urging 
King must have assumed that the 
"new Negro,” lull of frustration as 

i_ _i.i u ..._.i—:- »l:, 

nc is, wuuid Uw syiiipiiuituv iu vuii 

argument. But a recent Harris sur- 
j vey showed that almost one of every 
* two Negroes believes that King is 
l wrong—and another 27 percent re¬ 
served judgment. 

I find this opposition to King rc- 
uurkahlr consiiiri ing the amount of 
emotion and anger involved in (he 


! Negroes nor to respond to the draft 
l or to fight in Vietnam, he has taken 

! a cw>\ftw AnriArtMrif rtf *\ 11 

Uiwri uwi uwujf iut»vi«vM4*d V. 

| races consider utterly irresponsible. 

It is a tragic irony that there 
1 should be any doubt about the Nc* 
(pro’s loyalty to his country—especial¬ 
ly doubt created by Martin Luther 
[K.mjr, who has hclj^cd as much as 
[any one man to make America truly 
*ihf Nr^ro’s tmmtry, too. ‘l-H’ 
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.\r 

Mr. Bishop :>l 

DATE: 6/20/69 

f Cor.ro- 

M *^$f 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


* Tel«. Hoorn - 

Holrres 

Gandy - 


Per the Director^mstructions yesterday, one copy 
of the news story captionedjjifftng Wiretap Called RFK’s Idea” which 
appeared in the June 19. 1969. issue of "The Evening Star” was U, /., A / 
forwarded by routing slip to all SAC’s and Legats on 6/19/69. A v 
copy is also being furnished by routing slip to all Bureau officials 
today. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
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RFK s Idea 

erts Memo to FBI 


sserts 

Cited Concern Over Marxism 


(Copyright IN? by 
The E^eniBj SUr Newspaper Co ) 

By JEREMIAH O LEARY 

Slfcr Staff Writer 
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The Evans memo said Evans 
replied to Kennedy that King 
was a man who traveled almost 
constantly and that it was ex 
tremely difficult to use wiretaps 
Wiretapping of Dr. Martin Lu* effectively in such cases, 
ther King Jr.'s telephone was Hoover told The Star that FBI 
proposed to the FBI by then At- officials also informed Kennedy 
tomey General Robert F. Ken- ^ th a t time that they doubted 
nedy in June, 1963, and author- ^ advisability of undertaking 
ized by him in writing later that electronic surveillance of Dr. 
year, FBI Director J Edgar King because of possible polit- 
Hoover told The Star today. ical repercussions. 

Hoover revealed the contents However, the second memo 
of two memorandums in one of randum cited by Hoover shows 
which Kennedy expressed con- that on October 7, 1963, the FBI 
cern about possible infiltration chief reported to Kennedy that it 
of the race issue by Marxists was then technically feasible to 
and spoke of allegations that the apply wiretaps to King’s tele- 
Negro leader was closely asso- phones at two places, one of them 
dated with Marxist ideas and at an unnamed location in New 
followers. York, 

That memorandum to Hoover, That memorandum constituted 
dated June, 1963, was written by the FBI’s request for authority 
Courtney Evans, then assistant, - wirftap a-s 

director of the FBI and liaison WIRETAP, Page A-6 

man with the Justice Depart¬ 
ment It reported the substance 



J. EDGAR HOOVER 


£ M 
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of a conversation Evans had just 
> ^ had with Kennedy in which the 


tronic devices on King’s tele¬ 
phones. King beaded the South¬ 
ern Christian Leadership Con- > 
ference. I 

Concerned About Allegations 

Kennedy, according to the Ev- } 
ans memo, was concerned about 
reports that King was a student 
of Marxism, that be was asso¬ 
ciating with a New York attor¬ 
ney with known Communist 
connections, but that he did not 
openly espouse Marxism be¬ 
cause of his religious beliefs. 
1tie Evans memorandum indi¬ 
cated Kennedy wanted to know 
if it was technically feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disprove these allegations. 



KENNEDY 



/ 6 0 - f 0 (?(* 

•’The Evening Star" 
Washington, D. C. 

June 19, 1969ENCL0SURE 


MARTIN LUTHER KING 

7 * 


' 3^7 




■‘:\r v • y- mt . ; so 1 ■-v - ** t ** ■ ■ • ’ 




WIRETAP 


surveillance 

Hoover declined comment. 

The FBI director told The 
Star: “I have never authorized , 
ron- 
au- 


King Wiretap RFK's 
Ideo, Hoover Soy$ 

Continued From Page A-l ToIsoq added that the monitor- At that atage, Kennedy and 
to proceed with the wiretap pro- * n S device was “strictly in the Hoover broke off the public ex¬ 
posed by Kennedy four months field «f internal aecurity and change of charges aa if by mu- 
before The document bears in therefore was within the prrrvi- tual consent. This was regarded 
the lower left-hand corner the sion lald down by the President partly as due to Kennedy’s reali- 
signature, “Robert F. Kenne- of 11,6 United States.” sation that his signed authoriza- 

dy," and under the name the Evans - now * Washington taw- tions were still in FBI files, 
date “10-10-63." yer. was en route to Puerto Rtco partly to the FBI’s desire not to 

Hoover did not indicate to The toda y and 001,1(1 DOt be reached have special attention drawn to 
Star when the surveillance was lor comment. However, Tuesday its investigative techniques nor 
started but said the taps were ni 2 ht Evans * a >d he had no rec to engage in a battle with the 
discontinued on April 30 1965 At ollection of whether a wiretap Kennedy forces that could have 
that time Nicholas Katzenbach automation directed at King political overtones, 
was serving as Attorney Gener- , ever becn Evolved in his The Justice Department on 
al discussion with Kennedy. Tuesday declined a direct an- 

“***• said today be swer when asked for documents- 

electronic surveillance today, wou j d h av€ ^ comment on tion of Tolson’s contention in his 

Hoover's disclosure. letter to Rowan. But earlier this 

*«U i MVC urvci Mumurizea Fnends of Robert Kenned? month, a Justice Department 
installation of technical electron- dad suggested in recent days; fP^® an 
ic devices without written au-^ft. during 1964, in the: penod iS 

thoritv of the Attorney Gener- ,fter the assassination of Preai* repeaiea naiemems inai an 
moruy or me Attorney txener ^ John p Kennedy ^ at . wiretaps were being authorized 

J torney general’s interest in m advance and in writing by the 
. chmajted some of his official affairs had Attorney General during the 

a long smoldering controversy Hashed However the assassi- tune-span of the controversy, 
over the role of the FBI, a sub- S can^ ^rly A Justice department sjikes- 

ordinate bureau of the Justice >ftcr R 0 bert Kennedy signed the man. *«ked today if Attorney 
Department, in using wiretaps authorization for the Ki"g wire- General John N. Mitchell had 
or other electronic devices in given Hoover permission to 

investigative matters. The mat- Hoover and Kennedy after the <iisc uss the contents of aecret 
ter came to a head Sunday when j attcr became a fl ew York sens- documents of the King wiretap- 
Carl K® wa ”i? columnistfor The to r, accused each other of being replied simply, "no com- 
Star, charged that the FBI bad responsible for use of hidden mi- ment*” 

no authority to wiretap Dr. crop hones in investigations. However, the spokeman re- 

Krng s conversations. He quoted Evans figured in that contro- called that the attorney general 
former Attorney General Ram- versy when Kennedy made pub- ^ declined to authorize dis- 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- jj c a February, 1966 , letter to closures in court of the basic 
zenbach, as saying “the implies- him from Evans which made the authority for the wiretapping, 
tion that people thought Dr. point that the use of hidden mi-Such disclosures had been de- 
King was a security threat is crophones was not Kennedy’s re- manded by defense lawyers in 
outrageous ” sponsibility but suggested he the Houston draft evasion hear- 

The Rowan charges prompted may have directly approved the tag for former boxing champion 
Associate FBI Director Clyde A. juse of wiretaps on phones. That Cassius Clay. It was during that 
Tolson to write to Rowan early letter said the FBI sent national bearing that the King wiretap- 
this week defending legality of security wiretap requests toping was officially revealed for 
the King wiretaps. Kennedy for approval. the first time. 

"For your information,” Tol- It is reliably reported that 
son said in his letter, “the wire- Kennedy was reminded by the 
tap on Martin Luther King Jr. FBI that it still had in its files 
was specifically approved in ad- the authorizations signed by him 
vance in writing by the late at as Attorney General for tele- 
tomey general of the United phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo- 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy . ’ ver did not disclose at that time 

any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken¬ 
nedy’s approval. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLBON 

MR. DE LOACH 
MR. SULLIVAN 

With regard to the technical surveillance and investigation of the 
late Martin Luther King. J r., I note that copies of the material were sent 
to Carl T. Rowan, then Direct of the United 6tatee Information Agency. 

1 farther note that the material, particularly the over-all summary memo¬ 
randum of December 11, 1164, was widely distributed to representatives 
M thfctloventment agencies. I think there should be greater discrimination 
relative to thejUssemlnation of highly confidential material. Certainly 
Rowan, even though he was Director of the United States Information Agency, 
should never have been famished with this material in view of his known 
racist activities. I note the same material was disseminated to Dr. Leland 
Hayworth of the National Science Foundation. 1 do not understand why he 
should have been included on the list for dissemination, as certainly King 
activities did not fall within the area of his Foundation. 
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Please initiate immediately a re-evaluation of the dissemination 
of our highly sensitive and confidential information. 


ALL IFIFORMATIOn CCf'TAlNED 
mm li ! J!!ClA.SS!FIED 


Very truly yours, 

J. LI. 


HAT U-rS. VI F.V John Edgar Hoover 

(eiHfr Director 
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TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Tolson 
L. E. Wherry, 


date: June 20, 1969 


subject: call from TW^Association of University Woman- 
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June 19, 1969 - 6:20 P. M. 

A local call was received for you from a woman who ~ 
said she was representing The Association of University Women, a i 
T hey wished to express their disappointment in your statement 
regarding the late Senator Robert Kennedy and also Martin 
Luthef*hinq. -— 


She refused to give her name and declined to speak 
with an agent. 
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Mr# DeLoactH^ilf 
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DATE 6 - 23-69 



Trotter 

TeU. Boom . 


SUBJECT 


o 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

PARSTTTfi MAOPTTT.T.TTC PT.iV 

wmavn nmw vun a 

SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER 154742127 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 


ssgsi? 


By teletype of 6-20-69 Houston Office advised that a transcript 
of the testimony of SA Robert Nichols in the Cassius Clay hearing in Houston 
was obtained at 4:30 p. m. on 6-20-69 from the court reporter who had just 
typed the same. The Houston teletype advised of what SA Robert Nichols 
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teletype reflected that while the copy of the testimony of SA Nichols was , 
being prepared at the home of the court reporter, one Ken Demaris, oUime 
magazine, was furnished a copy for his review on the premises only by the 
court reporter and thereafter immediately placed a long distance call throu gh 
his Washington Office in which he proceeded to read the transcript verbatim. 

Current developmentsrAJJJf50 p. m. 6-23-69, Bishop was ^ 
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repo rter for the Los^Afigeles Times in Houston. Texas . He stated that he 
hacfbeen infornmd'iEhat Agents of the FBI went to the home of the court 
reporter, Evpl^irOverbeck, on Friday evening, 6-20-69, and secured from 
her a copy or copies of the transcript of the testimony in the Cassius Clay 
hearing which they informed her was to be immediately taken or sent to 
Bureau Headquarters in Washington, D. C. Chriss advised that he was advise 
by Miss Overbeck that the FBI Agents had asked her for a copy of the trans- 
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him about securing the transcript, such as: why was it picked up, why was it 
being taken or sent to Washington, who ordered that it be picked up and sent 
to Washington, etc. He was informed that the FBI would have no comment to 
make on this matter. 


RECOMMENDATION: None. 


i - jut. ueDoacn 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
X - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Jones 

s« 8 > 


r\n. 



For information. 
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Mr. ^BiflljGreenawalt 
Associate Professor 


Columbi a Univer sity 
Hew York, New York 10017 

Dear Sir: 




(JcU^ 


M.y MY. 


Tour letter containing unwarranted criticism of 
the FBI, which appeared in the "Letters to the Editor of The 
Times” In "The Hew Tork Times" on June 14, 1968, has been 
brought to my attention. In this connection, I am enclosing a 
copy of a letter by Associate Director Clyde A. Tola on of this 
Bureau to Carl T. Rowan, who recently expressed similar 
unfounded charges in his column in "The Sunday Star," 
Washington, D. C., issue of June 16, 1969. I thought you would 
want to be aware of the facts In this matter. 


MAILED 10 

JUN181969 


COMM-FBI 


Very truly yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED v - -X 

HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED ..* ■ v< :, A ^ 
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Totsoe — 
DeLooch . 

ftiohf _ 

Bishop — 
Coepwr — 
Callahan . 
Conrad _ 

Felt_ 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 
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G»d^_ 


V# 1 I W ' 1 vMSW 

: . <t*~7y / 

■ • | JUN 1969 

NOTE: Above letter recommended by Mr. Tolson and cofcurimd in by 
the Director. fi / —f A ^ 
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UNITED STATES GOVt^ AMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. Bishop 


DATE: 6-17-69 


FROM 


mZ^.1 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Tol*oti — 
□•Loorh 


^o*p*r - 

Callahan — 

Coo rod - 

Fait_ 

Cain — 

Boson - 

Sullivan — 

Tev*l -- 

Tfotlar -— 
Tal*. Room 
Holme* 

Cfltdy , . i 


KENT GREENAWALT L7"! -w.,ww,^„ .. 

subject: associate professor PATE< 3 _-./ _BY^i 

COLUMBIA SCHOOL OF LAW, NEW YORK CITY 
CRITICISM OF MR. HOOVER AND FBLON 
WIRETAPPING OF MARTIN LUTHERTONG 


it *71r 


Reference is made to Letter to the Editor from captioned 
individual which appeared in the 6-14-69 issue of "The New York Times." 
Greenawalt states he is "shocked by the disclosure of continuing electronic 
surveillance of one of the country's greatest and most respected leaders." 
Greenawalt asks who authorized such a surveillance on King, noting that 
Ramsey Clark had denied one was authorized during his term as Attorney 
General and had stated that any implication that the Justice Department thought 
King was a national security risk is "outrageous." His letter concludes with 
the insistence that there be safeguards in the Justice Department to see that 
similar surveillances do not recur. ' 

DATA ON KENT GREENAWALT: / 

Bufiles disclose a "New York Times" article dated 7-15-68, 
stating that a Miss Sanja Milic, a United Nations Human Rights employee from 
Yugoslavia,married Kent Greenawalt,aColumbia School of Law professor, in 
Yugoslavia on 7-14-68. Greenawalt was identified as a graduate of Swarthmore 
College with a Bachelor of P hilosophy Degree from Oxford University, and a 
law degree from Col umbia, 


According to the New York telephone directory, a n R. Kent 
^WSreenawalt resides at 410 Riverside Drive, New York City. , . . if\ 

' - ' / 0 ^ 7 “ -3uO 

RECOMMENDATION: t& .jj ” “— 




For information. 
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1 - Mr. Gale 
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jitters to the Edi t or of The Tunes 


Tolson _ 
DeLoach 

Mohr- 

Bishop_ 

Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad ~ 



Wiretapp ing 

To^Ihe Ldit’or: 

On page 27 of your June 5 3 
issue is a report of testimony 
| by an F.B.I. agent that Martin 
Luther King’s telephone had 
been tapped for a number of 
years before his death. I may 
be naive, but I was shocked by 
the disclosure of continuing 
electronic surveillance of one 
of the country’s greatest and 
most respected leaders. Entirely 
apart from the patent illegality 
of this wiretapping, it is deeply 
disturbing that someone like 
Dr. King, who himself could 
have been thought “subversive’* 
only by the most fertile imag¬ 
inings of bigoted minds, was 
subjected to systematic inva¬ 
sions of his privacy. 

What reasons could there 
have been for this continued 
wiretapping? Do the same rea¬ 
sons apply to all controversial 
public figures? Who authorized 
this surveillance? It is still un¬ 
clear, to my knowledge, whether 
Attorneys General Kennedy and 
Katzenbach gave such authori¬ 
zation. Ramsey Clark has said 
that no electronic surveillance 
of Dr. King was authorized dur¬ 
ing his term_as.Attorney Gen¬ 
eral, and has called "out-., 
•rageous” any implication that 
ipcrsons in the Department of 
justice thought that Dr. King 
was a national security risk. If 
|so, does the F3.I, engage in 
such systematic incursions on 
its own initiative? 


Should the surveillance prove 
to be, in fact, as outrageous as 
it appears on the limited infor¬ 
mation we now have, are there 
any institutional safeguards in 
Jthe Justice Department to see 
that similar cases do not recur? 
If the. public is to retain even a 

I modicum of confidence in the 
willingness of the F3.I. and the 
Justice Department to be re¬ 
sponsive to the most elemental 
civil, liberties, someone needs to 
provide an answer to these 
questions. 

Kent Grtenawalt 
Associate Professor 
Columbia School of Law 
New York, June 6, 1969 


Felt- 

Gale _ 

Rosen - 

Sullivan — 

Tavel- 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room 

Holmes_ 

Gandy - 




i ■ * u «. \ , r ^ ^ . n r 

Cr'.TuS^ 2 ^-^ 


0 ~7 


The Washington Post 

Times Herald_ 

The Washington Daily Newa_ 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily Newa (New York)_ 

Sunday News (New Yorit)_ 

New York Post_ 

The New York Ti mes 
The Sun (Baltimore) _ 

The Daily World_ 
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/ viexanaraa, 

20 June 1969 MT./ifu*eb, 

^ 7 ^ ollf ^ 

;;My dear ;Mr. Hoover: ^ 

Mr/c*li«h*n- 

I see that you have been forced to disclose memorandums in j{[' 

Mr. Gale_ 

your file authorizing wire-tapping ahsig s sx actions ag ains t Jj 

Mr. T***l- 

Martin Luther King made because he might have been a ,l threat n Mt * T*****- 

TeJe, Room— 

to the seocurity of the United States. u!m g»X*_ 

-—^ - 

dVould you kindly look further Mr. Hoover, and publicly state »A a 

what other memorandums you may have on the same sorts of wT\ 


matters, that is f wire-tapping, or any other ^ind of tapping DC 

of the private affairs of any United States Citizen, which as ;you Q fl 

J 

know, is contrary to the stated explicit protection guaranteed i e © 

n c 

the United States Constitution to all its citizens. ; 

I say this, bedcause I have been extremely diarrassed, annoyed I * I 
hurt, and dismayed, and brutally tortured by your I repeat YOUR C 

lirty Department's filthy secret service electronic devices against 
vhich thereis no private defense .'unless you are a scientific mechanical 
mind, better than the machinery and electronic brain wave and thought 

REC-125 4 7o •g?/ Ai . 0 — 

control equiptment pitted against yooJ)H _ 7 7 ^ /S "7 "*”"7 ? 

I am quick disgusted ;and greatl ^l^ied that such^i&i£|§ 8£§ld happen 

in the United States, wouldn't you say so, sir, being a defender of 

/* / I 


of the private affairs of any United States Citizen, which as ;you 



uL 


the helpless, innocent and defenseless against criim>« A ghfeatsbls 

AUG4t1969 '*“/**&' 

in crMc you are. And all your ; bosses, who eve# /the vrmav oeJ 


Sincere 
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X .Vr. r 
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Ctl.c-.mi . 
Car.r-;; _ 

f«ii_ 

Cal*' , „. 


13 18, 1SC3 


■ ■•<? '-w 

' '4 .-4 



j 0 0 - 10 Ot?°T 


Dr. dvr.c3 E. Sabin 
€ _ L1_ r.a Street, No: ttrvrest 
V'achirijtcn, D. C. 2CC*5 




r\ - , 


ear letter cctainir.p unwarranted criticism of 
T I v.b5.eh appeared la t : "I tc lie Editor** cf * ,f ihc 
d yi:.; :>cct and Time- Eerala*’ cn Jans 11, 1CCQ, baa to . 
-_.it to nay attention. In this connection I am •. nel or ic j a ~— 
■ of a letter by Associate Director Clyde A. Folses of this 
to Cal l T. Ho.vaa ' ho recently c“pressed similar ' * • ~ 
—.wee elai'oeo in his column in ,; The Sunday Star," ~ 

.... _—C., is one zz June *5, 1000. I thought you would 
: tc ^: a*, rare cf the facto in this matter. 

Very truly yours, : ■ 

J. Edgar Hoover "". 7 


AUuSFOOVnn.Gv.jW'- 

■""'r HEREIN )S UNGiASSIrltD. 
DATEn^iicl-BYsefc^ 

.... . c<> 7 > 


l.'.At-LD 10 


; J‘J;\ 181359 


CCYM-FB! 




NOTE: Above letter recommended by Mr.* Tolson and concurred In by 
fthe DiiE ctor. /«, , , ' 


DuE:ccb “ 




51 ^ 1^9 * v 

0«s#T- J mail room!_J TELETYPE V*fTQZ 3 


... A. 4* 


w >*■->.. yinr'-iiy^ - <mr ^ 

4 ^. 

'Htr CiS&Csi-r* 


.,i; tyst :>V'i r -v ^ * •-:■ 


x *: * A -~ * ' -v •«'* T 1 ' 


ORIQIlAt ■ rrrjen j* H29G8 













■ .V'J 

y-v-A 


♦:>■*> hq to 

4^< tv#j #5 :.w** 
cu C4M ■: v M 


cumm 37 | t 

I'MT! I) STATKS l.<7?i.RNMKNT 

Memorandum 


Mr. Bishop ,. / 


M. 'aV- J^-ies 


i>atf 6/17/69 


Tiot-.er _ 

Tli<. SOOTT 

Hc.Irr.e5* -1 

Dar-dy JkC 
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JAMES E. SABIN, M. D. 

WA SHINGTON, D. C. 

CRITICISM OF MR. HOOVER ANDNPBI ON 
WIRETAP ON MARTIN LUTHERTaNG 


' 6 * 


Reference is made to a Letter to the Editor from captioned 
individual which appeared in the 6/14/69 issue of "The Washington Post 
and Times Herald. " Sabin criticizes the FBI’s "most recent foray into 
electronic surveillance," stating that the FBI cannot be excused for its 
wiretaps on King. He suggests that Mr. Hoover observes public rebuke 
for this action and removal from office. ' Sabin concludes his letter by 
stating that Mr. Nixon recently attacked student radicals for "moral 
arrogance" because they do not respect others, and that the FBI deserves 
to be judged by these same standards, 

DATA ON JAMES E. SABIN, MD: 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data on Sabin. The D. C. 
telephone directory lists a Dr. James E. Sabin at 6666 32nd Street, 

TCnTthwpcrf 
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V. A 
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rry t >> < j f y~~ - 

x 112 of <jl.icn 


hjUS.LiC C.FIF.S Sr OL. 1 ”0 longer be 

suockca by c;s^*-^ccfuT misconduct cn the 
par; o. cur national leaders, but your de- 
t-sertpUGu o: the FBI's most recent foray into 
^icctrcrhc surveillance deserves comment, 
clhe FBI cannot be allowed to excuse itself 
with * hi zpd acknowledgement that it “did 
no; follow regular policy on this pM Lieu is i* 

•iu.“vcillancc/' Mr. Hoover doscrv^ 
ir.g of public rebuke at the very least, al- 
mou;;h removal from of.ice is a more suita¬ 
ble response to this illegal and immoral in¬ 
trusion on the right to private com nr. uni ca- 


• 1 
* t 

i s 


Tne actions of a Federal agency car.no; be 
rcgu.atcd if i:s leaders are no: held stricily 
accountable for the agency's conduct. Mr. 
TT*xc.. 4i*w*.vkcd soic.cn,. rue.cals lor their 
“mors: arrtrance" in his rcacn: speech, on 
the basis c: their lack o; “respect for the 
c: others." The FBI deserves to be 
juuged by the same standards we apply to 
the SDS. “ 


"Washington. 


JAMES E. SABIX. JID^ : 
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With respect to jour letter which was received on 
June 9th, Carl T. Rowan recently wrote an article concerning our 
activities relating to Martin Luther King, Jr. Enclosed is a copy 
of a letter dated June 16, 1969, from Associate Director Clyde 

Tolson of this Bureau to Rowan setting forth the FBPs position In 

✓ 

this matter. 



MAILED 10 

JUN191969 

COMM-FBI_ 


TP 


Enclosure 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


N.L INFORMATION;CONTMUED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^ 
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NOTE: Buflles contain prior correspondence with last x 

outgoing 4-29-69 in reply to his inquiry concerning the Liberty Lobby. 
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Casper __ 
Callahan 
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Sullivan . 
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Trotter _ 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Deaprtment of Justice 
’.v?~hington, D.C. 20535 



Mr. Callihan_ 

Mr. Conr%d 
Mr. Felt 
Mr Gale' 
Mrfcgten 
Mr. SuHiv 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Trotter . 

Tele. Room_ 

M H 

Miss Gandy.... 



Dear Sir, 


Mr Cassius Clay, alias " Uuhammed 
Ali ", has testified that the FBI 
tapped the late Rev .. ..Martin Luthe r 
C / ~ in g> J r.'s phone conversations. 

Mr. Hoover, Irealize that the FrI 
w s only trying 'to protect the Rev. 
King, but, nevertheless, the action 
seems to me to be unwarranted. You 
>nuw that wiretaps are an invasion 
of privacy, and shoviliii, be used only 
aiter issuance of a court order, andjy 
with the greatest discretion. J 

There is widespread defiance of law/ 
today, Mr. Hoover, among all classes. 
Police agencies must set the best 
example of adherence to the law. 

Ar.y other course only plays into the 
* hands of the disruptors. 



Very cordially yours, 


f\.', c 
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June 20, 1969 

- / 0 CC7* -21 °7 


b '/(c) 



'reeport, Texas 77641 
Dear] 



A(LiRf3P.:.iAf!c;; f ^ n,EP 

muSjvjW 


MAILED 10 

JUN2 01969 

COMMFBI 


In reply to your letter of June 16th, lam enclosing 
a copy of an article which appeared In the June 19, 1969, Issue of 
"The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., which concerns our activ¬ 
ities relating to Martin Luther King, Jr. and sets forth the FBI’s 
position in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



Tolaon _ 

DeLooch . 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Cosper _ 

ColJohor . 

Comad _ 

Fen_ 


Enclosure 

"The Evening Star" article entitled, "King Wiretap Called RFK’s Idea," 
6/19/69. 

NOTE^Bufiles show one reference in April, 1968, to one 
* Texas whose name appeared on a list of Individuals * K “7 (C J 

expressing opposition to the Vietnam war. Our files contain no J 

- further information concerning him. 


Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

SulJivan -- 

Tavei _ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Room 

Helves _ 

Gandy _ 
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^reeport, Texas 
June 16, 1969 


775^1 


b'Kc 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear hr. Hoover: 

Please reconcile for me (if you can) your devotion to "lav 
and order" with your department 1 s unauthorized and illegal wire¬ 
taps of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, J r. 

I am simply questioning whose "laws" you are enforcing, and 
I hepe I receive an answer. 
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See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 
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__ . . mas/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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_ Page<s) referred for consultation to the following government agencytiea); ---— 

_ ___ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of av&iiabihts upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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Page's) withheld for the following reason*s): 


^ For your information: j£i/e. _ Lt/MC process fc/ Amc/ 

U?2lL be. Se*-t _ A t -A A ll£j£ O ^/C._ 

C The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE'S) 

1? NO DUPLICATION FEE 
X FOR THIS PAGE 
X^T^XXXXXXXTOOCXXXX 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


r*. c 



4-312 <R*v. 1-18-62) 


Date of Mail 


^ - £9 


Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 


See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 
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material available for release to you. 
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June 10, 1009 


'BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 





* - *" .j*; 


Csrl i. r<ovun 


"dp 1 . - r . 


i *± ■* - v nirg H&r 

v. O . irjir.iu Avenue, S. E. 





V rrhir.jtc;:, D. C. 2CD03 


ALL INFORMATION CCNTAito) 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ^13^1 


::y < tier-tier. h s b en call, d to the* rctliclcus . 

trticlr s Inch you vret; In the Lundny its on Jun; 15, loCD, V ''* 
c^v*u. # ju» *.oc ,r »cri director ca tliw ELI* ^ ~. - -. , - * 


I **'“ ..yj.-* •«*. 


*-^4r%yK^ * 


Per your ialarniution, tbs wire t-o c a 7,-urila PPl 

«•'«» l.).cns£lly is f.dvmce ia .' 


by ih. Iste Attorn.y General c: tU.: united States, 
•. r. Kobcrfc i\ Kennedy. This device wn:; strictly in the 


!X. ^ i 7 



lield of intern..l security fcr.d, thereicre, w as within the V y i 

;>:■wvicicna l rid down by the then President cl the United : -g/ J 




, - «*> ^ ^vv 

r+ ^ r 


It in to bo hoped thni yea w ill give the game 5* 



► - 



^ . *W/ia 

&SUs Z-rt, 


Yours truly. 


publicity'to tide. letter no was given to your scurrilous 

i-uitorinl. . . . .■- _ , k , 

. ; r h$??2 $ , 

. :: T - .,&|.5 c J? v C\ 

LJL^cU. a. ‘5-^ekjva " "• rr* sur^J 
Clyde A. Tolson :..~ ~ 

i— !r\~ % -cc Mr. Newbold Noyes y/V) — f & £g*s.zi' ^ 

V v / Editor /w -__ % ^ Vi 

The Evening Star ^ t *»KEOORDBD es? ^ 

225 Virginia Avenue, S. E. ^ 165^.JUN 

Washington, D. C. 20003 . Lp _•._ 
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Z£A* This letter was approved by Messrs. Sullivan, Gale, Donahoe,’ Mohr And 
w'Bishop. - . £• * B 
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Washington, D. C. 
6/15/69 • 
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Mr. Bishop_ 
Mr. Casper — 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad - 
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Mr. Gale I— 
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Mr. Rosen — 
Mr, Sullivan 
Mr. Tavel _ 
Mr. Trotter - 
Tele. 'Rood 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy _ 
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CMlCT. ROWAN 


It Is Thna for J. Edgar Hoover to Go 





A society is never in more 
_pcrii tiu^i uk people lose 
the ability io ider.tify r genu¬ 
ine three! to personal liberty. 
^ -jv-s society is in a lot of 
~peru if we may jua^e Lrom the 
public reaction — cr lack of it 
to courtroom admissions of 
~-a variety of FBI wire- 
imd bugging cl homes 
i«aad hotel roams. 

- A Justice Department offi- 
•cial acknowledged in Federal 

' District _Cour£ Inal Dr, Martin 
rung mas under elec¬ 
tronic OTrvelUsnce in UKH and 
~I5C5. rod the FBI agent who 
rmnpervisad this surveillance 
hitrl the court 4, it was my un- 

— - - that£ west m 

wbok truth is that Dn 
phones were tapped, 
1 rooms bugged, and he 
i pen.anally stiadaued right 
s time he m as slain io 
t oc April 4, uca. 
Another FBI agent, C. Barry 
told the court in Hous- 
that for lour solid 
had listened eight 
i day, five days a week* 
conversations of Elijah 
leader _ of the 
Mushttt, tiftctriU cm- 
both a tchrphfice wire- 

i» and a nucroj. 

IftMuhammafai 
case* 




L-jerat 

dentlal ^xeeativi 

in i r bearing on for¬ 


mer heavyweight boxing 
coainpioc Cassius Cisj^s effort 
to overturn a live-year prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These hoggings, which 
caught some Clay conversa¬ 
tions in their ‘“ret,” are but a 
fraction cu the illegal wiretaps 
that have moved this country 
for closer to a police state 
thin most Americans realize. 

Why the bland, indifferent 
reaction en ths part of most 
Americans? 

First, there is the general 
FBI justification for such tac¬ 
tics: ‘'national security." 

Former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark, who states em¬ 
phatically that the FBI had do 
authority to wiretap or bug 
Dr. King, asserts that “the im¬ 
plication that people thought 
Dr. King was a security threat 
is outrageous.” 

Still, that term “national se¬ 
curity” is more powerful than 
“motherhood,” for it evokes 
fear, and men still surrender 
more things — including liber¬ 
ty — out of fear than they do 
out of love. 

Tire i. ^rirng thing about 
Clark’s V..:* ~?nt is the! he 
acts as li.ju-;. lie is surprised 
ti> hear of the wiretapping and 
bogging of Dr. King. Could 
dark possibly have been una¬ 
ware the: FBI officials were 
going before congressional 
committers and partly Justify¬ 
ing larger appropriations by 


titivating, some congressmen 
end feeding anti-King ammu¬ 
nition to Southerners who de¬ 
spised the civil rights leader 
— all by way of revealing “tid¬ 
bits” picked up through the 
wiretaps and bugging*? 

Was Clark unaware that cer¬ 
tain FBI officials were roam¬ 
ing the country leaking to 
newspaper editors poisonous 
stories about Dr. King and 
whet the taggings allegedly 
^ had revealed? 

t Everybody eke in Washing¬ 
ton of any consequence knew 
I it, and many deplored it, but 
! m> one teemed to know bow to 
[ go about making the FBI bend 

* to the laws of the land. 

There is a not-too-flippant 
assumption in Washington that 
J. Edgar Hoover has been FBI 
director for 45 years because 
all the recent Presidents have 
assumed that he knew too 
much about them to be re¬ 
placed. So not only was he not 
replaced by any of the young¬ 
er, very able FBI men in the 
normal course of things, but 
Presidents Johnson and Nixon 
have fell it wise or expedient 
to waive £ law saying Hoover 
has reached ibe rocking-chair 
a c. 

—ver ought to be replaced 

as FBI director — immediate- 
ly* 

* As Washington agency heads 
{go, Hoover may have don- . 

; better Job than most. But 
‘people of this country knew 


something when they limited " 
the time one man might servo - 
in the presidency* Ifcey uv^ 
personal fiefdomi as < 

to the democracy, the personal . 
freedom, that we have come to **- 

fhpmh _ 

If it is dangerous lo )«w> 
one man serve throe full terms ” 
as President, it is Car un 
dangerous to have one man 
take lifetime possession of 
powerful police-investigativo 
agency thzi prods into the — 
deepest secrets of the most'’ 
prominent, most honored citi- . 
sens and has the power totfb-' 
credit, even destroy, almost 
anyone. The kind « abuse vF \ 
and contempt for the law man¬ 
ifest in the King and Muham¬ 
mad eavesdropping become 
almost inevitable when a man 
is left in a key Job as long as 
Hoover has been. .-= 

Were Hoover a 
thoughtful man, or as 
ceraed about the preservation 
of democracy and liberty at 
his speeches suggest, be would 
have rerigned tong ago. Ho 
would not keep putting Presi¬ 
dents in the political bind «£ 
deciding to keep him On 
him out ??♦'f? 

It h dear Koovor pal i 
intention of resigning. Bo i 
docs the President mustaritt* 
courage to say: “WeS 
thou good and faithful servant J - 
Goodbye.”? 
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DELOAC' 

IGATIQN MR. MAMRA- 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


June I6 f 1969 


MR. C AIPER - 
MR. C ALL AH J 
MR. CONRAD 


Mr. Toleon wishes to have called ta«. 51L t. 
Mr. Hoover* s attention the followln«iRo* E N 

F irSt > MR. IU LLI V J 


ARS. MET C AL F 


The Attorney General (Kennedy) askeud ..... p /> 

a Bureau Official to come to his mr . t ,ot, e „_ 

office - he was considering plaolngm. JO nes_ 

a tele, surveillanoe on ^Klng . (Julyr EL E. ROOM - 

I963e) ' ' i ■'* 1 ^J MISS HOLMES _ 

The Bureau official (Evans) talked M r S .« E t C *l F _ 

him out of It. at that time. M „ s c . NJ? v_ 

19635 ht k^ 

A little over a week later, AG Kennedy changed 
his mind and thought It 111 advised at that 
time to place a tele, surveillance on King. 

Third 1 

On October ?, 1963, THE REQUESTED 

authority to place the teT^T^jjrveill&noe, 
and on Ootober 10, 1963^a?pf6^d the request. 
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Juna 19, 1969 
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Honorable Spiro T. Ag&cv 
The Vice President 
Washington, 0, C. 

My dear Mr. Vice President! 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoech 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. K. Bishop 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. T. J. peakin 
\ 

BY LIAISON 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
ATE <?- 13-r/ B Y S'P'tJfrmhi 
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Aj 


Tot your information there is enclosed 
ft document regarding the communist Influence on 
Martin Luther King, Jr., founder of aha Sout h ern 
Christian Leadership Conference. This document 
includes Information regarding King's highly im* 
personal behavior. 

^ oopy ftf this document has been furnished 
the President and the Attorney General. 


DELIVERED 
on 


Sincerely yours. 



Fij/ 



To!son _ 
DeLoocti 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Casper _ 

Cal Jab or 
Con rod . 
Feh_ 
Gal* 
Rosen 
vi Hi van 

rvet _ 

%tler 
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Classified "Top Secret” dacinfc 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPE 



TO 

iL v \y 

Mr. W. C. SullivanAr K 

DATE: 6/18/69 


G. C. MooreJ^^^, 

1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 

FROM 

1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


& 

1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 


RACIAL MATTERS 

1 - Mr. T. J. Deakin 



Rpser - 

Sullivan - 

Tav*| _ 

T»o!fer _ 

Tele. Roorr 

Holme*- 

Gondy - 


This is to recommend attached document regarding 
communist influence on Martin Luther King, Jr., be furnished 
the Vice President. 


4 


S 


o 

CJ> 


Attached document was previously transmitted to the 
President and the Attorney General by memorandum dated 
January 22, 1969, approved by the Director. By memorandum 
June 16, 1969, the President, Vice President and the Attorney 
'sGeneral were furnished the facts concerning the telephone 
^surveillance on the residence of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
authorized by former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy. 

^In order to fully advise the Vice President of the background 

^*of Martin Luther King, Jr., it is suggested the attached r \/ f\ _ ^ 

S ^ document be given him. In view of the Vice President’s 
0"* involvement in urban affairs this document should be of ' 

¥2 >-'interest to him. 

¥2 co 




or 


co ^ 

S a 


It is also noted that by letter dated June 9, 1969, 
the Vice President thanked the Director for keeping him 
informed by sending him a copy of "Potential for Racial 
Violence - 1969." We will continue to inform the Vice 
== ^President of significant developments in the racial field. 


ACTION: 
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That attached document regarding communist influence 
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on Martin Luther King, Jr., be furnished the Vice P resident. 
ilThis mail should be returned to Mr. DeLoach’s office for ™ 


| delivery. 
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MR. DELOACH 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION MR. MOM* - 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE MR. Ay 

10:23AM June 20, 1969 

. / MR. CALLAHAN 

MARION^OLDEN, CBS M orning “«• CON " AO - 

News New York, telepRoned from 
New York City, f 4 nd asked to speak to 
the Director. She was offered the 
services of Assistant Director Bishop**. t »vkl 

which she accepted. MR. TROTT 


MR. FELT . 
MR. 9ALK . 


MR. SULLIVAN 


MR. TROTTER 
MR. JONES - 


MRS. METCALF 


MISS CANDY 


Mr. Bishop advised that Miss Golden - 

carried on her program charges of w '* 8 MOLME * 

former Attorney Generals Ramsey MI „ aANOV _ 

Clark and Nicholas Katzenbach that 
the FBI had repeatly asked them to make a wiretap on 
Martin Lu ther Kin g f She called to invite Director oi* 
an FBI spokesman to answer these charges. She was 
advised that the FBI had flo to make and that 

the June 19, 1969, edition of the Evening Star speaks 
for itself. . A 
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Htt Attorney General 


June 19, 1969 


• / 


Director, FBI 


ARTICLE FROM THE JUNE IS, 1969 ISSUE OF THE 
^EVENING STAR," WASHINGTON. D. C. ENTITLED. 

/’TONG WIRETAP CALLED BFK'S JDRA1 

Enclosed it n copy of as article which appeared in 
today's edition at The Erasing Star." 

/ ( , '//j^ 'tf'rs' 


Enclosure 




1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure ^ . v 

1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure ’ 

<$• 





1 - Mr. Rosen - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
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King Wiretap 

Called RFK's Idea 


Hoover Cites 
2 Memos Giving 
Authority to FBI 

K op\ n*hi 1W b,v 
The Evening Sur .\e»»pajier Co 1 

By JEREMIAH O'LEARY 

Star Stall Writer 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
today disclosed that wiretap¬ 
ping of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King's telephone was proposed 
by then Atty. Gen. Robert F. 
Kennedy to FBI officials in 
June 1003 and carried out witn 
the signed authorization of Ken¬ 
nedy a *i w months later. 

Hoover said the FBI has in its 
fiitrs two memorandums which 
make it clear that Kennedy 
conceived the idea of the wire¬ 
tap on King and subsequently 
authorized the bureau to pro¬ 
ceed with the wiretapping on 
Oct. 10, 1963. 

Kennedy initiated the idea for 
the Up in a conversation with 
Courtney Evans, then assistant 
director of the FBI and liaison 
officer between the agency and 
the Justice Department, Hoover 
to<d The Star today. 

Memorandum Cited 

Hoover said the FBI has a 
memorandum in its files from 
Evans to Hoover, dated in June, 
1963. Evans reported that Ken¬ 
nedy said he was concerned 
about allegations that King was 


electronic devices to monitor 
King's conversations in an ef- 
fjit to discover the extent of a 
possible threat to national secu¬ 
rity. 

According to Evans 1 memo, 
the liaison man told Kennedy 
!>.?rc were technical difficulties 
in installing such devices in the 
case of the Negro leader be¬ 
cause he was a man who s 
almost constantly traveling. 

Hoover told The Star that the 
FBI also told Kennedy at the 
time that they questioned the 
advisability of undertaking the 
electronic surveillance because 
of possible political repercus¬ 
sions. 

On October 7, 1963, however, 
following subsequent discussions 
Hoover said he sent a memo¬ 
randum t othe Attorney General 
in which he reported that it was 
now technically feasible to apply 
telephone wire taps to King’s 
telephone at SCLC headquarters 
in Atlanta, Ga., and at an un- 
nam edaddress in New York 
City. This was, in effect, a 
request for authorization to pro¬ 
ceed, the director said. 

| Dated October, ltd 

That Hoover memorandum 
bears the signature of ‘‘Robert 
F. Kennedy” in the lower left- 
hand comer over the hand¬ 
written date “10-10-63.” 
i Hoover made the bombshell 
{disclosure today as the climax 
{to a long series of charges and 
counter-charges involving Jus¬ 
tice Department officials, the 
FBI and Star columnist Carl 
j Rowan over the manner in 
which the conversations of King 
were intercepted and taped by 


fh* Ttnrpp.n 


ism. Kennedy, according to the 
Evans memorandum, expressed 
concern that Marxism might in¬ 
filtrate the race issue in the 
United States because of King's 
leadership of Negroes through 
h's Southern Christian Leader- 
shin Conference. 

Evans reported in the memo 
tu the FBI director, Hoover 
sain, that the attorney general 
was aizrmed by alleged associ¬ 
ations between King and a New 
Yorker with Marxist connec¬ 
tions. Kennedy asked Evans, 
the memorandum said, whether 
it would be feasible to install 


Rowan charged in a column 
Sundry that the FBI had no 
puthority to wiretap or bug Dr. 
King's conversations and quoted 
former Attorney General Ram¬ 
sey Clark as saying “the im¬ 
plication that people thought Dr, 
King was a security threat is 
outrageous.” 

The following day, Associate 
FBI Director Clyde A. Tolson 
write a letter to Rowan in 
j which he stated that the official 
wiretapping on Kink had the ad¬ 
vance approval of Kennedy. 
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SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY MARTIN LUTHER KING 


"The Evening Star” 
Washington, D. C. 
June 19, 1969 
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Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Pagc(s> withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


□ Deleted under exemption's) _ - __with no 6egregable 

materia! available for release to you. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party w ith no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

n Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Documents' originating with the following government agency(ies)--—-— 

____ was/were forw arded to them for direct response to you. 

• 

- Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); -■—- 

__ - . as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 

_ Page's) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: JcZvKf 3v/c_ CCSS fot 

wllL ______ 

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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UN mil) STATUS GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

<V 

Mr. DeLoach/j 
T. E. Bishop^' V 


subject: CASSIUS MABCELLUS CLAY, JR. 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 


6/10/69 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HETEi:.ONCLASSiflD 

0ATt.3-i-5.Vi SVMju^ 


CaiJah or, 

Conrad- 

Fall -- 

Gal* -- 

Rosen - - 

Sullivan —. .. 

ToveJ —— 

Troller- 

Tele, ftoom 
Holmes — 
Gandy * 





As you have been previously advised in connection with 
the wiretap disclosure in captioned case, my office received a number 
of calls from reporters, all of which were answered "no comment." 

There is attached a particularly ridiculous and erroneous 
1 column by a young reporter named Larry Miller from the "Chicago 
Daily News." You will note in the article he claims to have talked to 
me (Bishop) and to have asked eight questions, all of which were 
answered "no comment." 

The facts are these: Miller talked to Leinbaugh in my 
office and asked the first question, said he had several more, and it 
was explained to him politely but firmly that this matter was before the 
courts and that "no comment" whatsoever could be made concerning the 
matter. He became extremely rude and started asking additional 
questions and it was necessary to interrupt him and again tell him that 
the Bureau could not make any comment and that he was wasting his 
time and our time. During his attempts to interrupt and inject questions, 
he did not mention either the Director or the President. It was finally 
necessary to terminate the call. /o 0 - M (* L '/O'* 

NOT RECfcSfcOtD 

Mtt +u„ c*r nk<>.« _ 


I My office is instructing the SAC, Chiqtg®^^ 

/ further business whatsoever with Miller. 



Enclosure 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Jones 


information. 
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*••’ t .ira Miller \\^>liir.. 2 *or. photic snafu, in j Q. Is ir the policy of the 

Why d;d the FBI tap the i v hitl; !hr0c ‘ factotums bounced j FBI Jo tap the phone of aa- 

pho:ie c.' ;I.r ],->,re Rev. Dr. | ! ^ c ’ l:u< -‘ s:,0;l around, a special j tiona! leaders? 

J.ttther Kir.’ Jr. ior i ;! ? cr,: _ i^'i'.ed Bishop came on A, (Pause) No comment. 


1 rr.^ny 

f yev.r 

>? 

f ! Do:i 

i*i bo: 

her asking the FBI. 

1 I:\ no: :aikire. 

; B:u 

::u* 

FBI le: it slip this 

. v.wk 

. *i ♦ 

n e.:j. ir. t{ •hiiiY.onv 

t in .1 

aver. 

roar; hr*:ir‘r f< r,u 
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;e^ “:or several 

*) ct:r> 

M Dr. 

Kira, as u ‘‘possi- 

\ hie t 

eeur:: 

y risk/' hr.d been 

■ ur.^wr civet 

ionic surveillance. 

! J.T.r 

:^Ucd 

by the ad miss ion. 

; T. u ;w . 

Da»iy 

News called the 


i Washington. 


[he phone. 

Here?* \vh;u hapjkmecl: 

Q. Why was Dr. Kind's 
phone lapped? 

A. No coniincnr. 

Q. Did J. Edgar Jloover 
approve? 

A. No comment. 

Q. Was Dr. Kim; con¬ 
sidered a *c-cnriiy risk? 
a. No coin meni. 

Q. If so, why? And *by 
whom? 


} AFTER A TYPICAL} A. No coniinenL 


A. (Pause) No comment. 

Q. Does this Include 
senators * and con¬ 
gressmen? 

A. (Kong Pause) No com* . 

IVicOl. 

Q. Does it include the 
President? ^ 

A. (Longer Pause) No 

comment. 

f). Does it include J,-. 
Ecl^ar Hoover? f 
A. (Longest Pau$e)j I’m 
afraid I can't help you on 
that one.. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATEii2-J0— 
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Tour letter of June 9th has been received. In reply to 
your inquiries, Information concerning the alleged communist affilia¬ 
tions of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding all mat¬ 
ters of a confidential nature. I regret I am unable to be of help to 
you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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COMM FBI 


Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. 


■^.3 DeLooch . 
«" ^ Mohr . 

*?_'* Bishop 

‘ ^ Casper 
— '•* Callahan 
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F.I. 

LV* Col. 

Rosen 
'V' SuiJivar 
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Bishop _ -H JR 

Camp*' - k r. 

Callahan . ^”1 
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Harrisonburg Va 
June 9 - 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Public Relations Dept -- 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I have read or heard that Doctor Martin Luther^King was Associated 
or Friendly to some Communist Front Organizations -- Did this information 
come from Investigation by the F. B. I. Is it possible to secure A copy of Report 
if True. Or can I Find it in a Library under what Title - Thanks -- 
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A.heytlle, North C»roIln» 28803 ALL INFORMATION CONTAlfiEEl 

kT(5) ——- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


enclosure. 


I have received your letter of June 2nd, with 


In reply to your Inquiry, Information concerning 
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 
For the same reason, 1 am unable to furnish you any data relating 
to the other statements in your enclosure. I regret 1 cannot be of 
help to you in this instance. 


MAILED 6 

N«; 1969 


u in c; 

«;ui< v 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


| ^^^g^ufte^ontaiiwioinformation identifiable with correspondent or 
*—^ >he enc ^° sure is a pamphlet concerning 
*7 ) Martin Luther King and other members of the Southern Christian Leader- 

J ship Conferejice who are well known to the Bureau. This pamphlet is dis- 
Sj tributed by th^SCMtizens Anti-Communist Committee. oLCpmyecUcut which 

J/ is well known tome Bureau as a rabid anticommunist group. 
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June 2, 1969 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Federal Bureau uf Investigation DATE Aj2riS-BY 

Washington 
District of Columbia 

Gentlemen: 

1 recently received the enclosed bulletin concernin g tfsrtin 
Luthet^Kin g and some of his associates. ™ ILi r 

Whenever I receive such information, I always raise the 
question as to whether or not* the facts are true. 

Do your files, in any degree, substantiate the statements 
made in the enclosed bulletin? 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE Q) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Founder of the Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference 

Winner of the 1964 
Nobel Peace Prize 


The New York City 
Gold Medal Award 

Time Ma g azine Man 
of the Year 

University of Bridgeport 
Honorary Degree 


The assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. has brouqht to light tome important points to 
ponder regarding his life and death. 

What was Martin Luther King's true role in the civil rights and interacial scene? His role may very well have 
been, unwittingly a transitional one - both peace and violence. 

Martin Luther Kin g attended the Hi g hlander Folk School in 1957 at Monteegle, Tenn., a successor to the 
Communist-controlled Commonwealth College, which was co-founded by Don West, district director, of the 
Communist Party of North Carolina and Myles Norton, an activist with the Young Communist League. (See 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, Testimony of Paul Crouch, May 6, 1949, pp. 191, 193.) 

Martin Luther Kin g 's close friends at the Highlander Folk School were Carl and Anne Braden, both identified 
Communists ; Abner W. Berry of the central committee of the Communist Party; and James A. Oombrowsky, 
also an identified Communist. 

Martin Luther Kin g 's chief advisors in the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) ere Rev. Ral ph 
Abernathy , close friends and associates, now to be King's successor; the Rev. Andrew Young, SCLC program 
director; the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth . ah officer in SCLC; "Jack" Hunter Pitts O'Dell, twice aid in SCLC; 
end Bayard Rustin, a consultant and one-time "secretary to Dr. King." 

Whg is the Rev. Ralph Abernath y? The Rev. Ralph Abernathy received his trainin g in civil ri g hts agitation at 
th e Hi g hlander Folk School . He also signed a petition along with leadin g Communist on behalf of Carl Braden, 
an identified Communist who was convicted of contempt of Congress and received a one year jail sentence. 

Who is the Rev. Andrew Youn g? Rev. Young, program director of SCLC, was the administrator of the 
Dorchester Center in Liberty County, Ga. Rev. Young was trained at the Hi g hlander Folk School . Hunter Pitts 
O’Dell, an identified Communist did some work at Rev. Young's Dorchester Center. (See Atlanta Constitution . 
July 24, 1963. pp. 1. 7.) 

Who is the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth? Rev. Shuttlesworth, a vice president of the SCLC, is the president of the 
Southern Conference Education Fund which is the successor to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
e cited Communist front. Who is Hunter Pitts O'Dell? Hunter Pitts O'Dell or "Jack" H. O'Dell was identified 
m the di strict director for the Communist Party in New Orleans , in hearings before the U.S. Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee - (see New York Times. Sept. 15, 1956, p. 54.) 
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LcV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KiJ<IG 



Who is Bayard Rustin? Bayard Rustin, King's “secretary", was an admitted member of the Young Communist 
League (YCL). (New York Times, Aug. 20, 1963, p. 2.) As a professed conscientious objector he, srved 26 
months in federal prisons. Rustin has worked closely with the War Resisters League, Liberation magazine, the 
Medical Air to Cuba Committee, the Committee for Non-Violent Action (CNVAy and other extreme leftist 
groups. In Sept., 1963, while in Richmond, Va., Rustin suggested "that more bloody Negro suffering rtould be 
encouraged so that squeamish Northern Negroes would be horrified into line . . " — Richmond News-Leader, 
Sept. 27, 1963. 

Martin Luther Kin g in addition to allowing Communist influence in his movement, attempted to couple the 
civil rights question with foreign policy issues especially Vietnam. Referring to our position in Vietnam King 
called the United States "The worst purveyor of violence in the world today." (An outright untruth that follows 
the Communist fondest dream. Note this does not free people, but enslaves.) 

Martin Luther King and his wife since 1965 were active ir. headlining of mass peace demonstration — including 
the mass demonstration of April, 1967 in Central Par*-' . here the American flag was burned, and at th# 

United Nations. These demonstrations have been manipulated by the Communist Party and Its front groups. 

At one time King planned to travel to North Vietnam as a self-appointed diplomat — a violation of the Logan 
Act, to seek so called "peace" (surrender, of South Vietnam — No. 1 Red tactic). 


Martin Luther Kin g assailed the 1964 airlift of a relief force to release hostage missionaries who were being 
burned and raped while being held by the Congolese’rebels. (Why would a fellow Christian Minister assail such 
an act of mercy?) 


Martin Luther Kin g's "non-violence" and "civil disobedience" involved disruptions and breaking whatever laws 
the movement feels it is above. Law and order is subverted through draft resistance, tying up traffic, sit-ins and 
mass breaking of federal, state and city laws which have resulted in violence, arson and looting. (A main Red aim.) 

What did the Memphis marches have to do with racial issues? Martin Luther King and his aides turned a sanitation 
man's strike — a labor dispute — into a massive disruptive, destructive civil rights riots. 

What may be in store for America? Ballots or bullets? If Martin Luther King's assassination marks a turning of 
the comer into open guerrilla warfare by certain extreme "black power" groups, the country will be in perilous 
times. Such guerrilla warfare oriented groups include the Student Non-Violent Coordinatin g Committee (SNCC) 
Revolution Action Movement (RAM), the Ma lcolm X. Society . You can also expect other groups to defend the 
above mentioned ones - such as, CORE . SANE, Womans Strike for Peace . Inter national Lea g ue for Peace and 
Freedom , W.E.B. DuBois Clubs , Non-Violent Coordinatin g Committee . Students for a Democratic Societ y end 
the Communist Party . 

Is there real hope for lasting racial harmon y? The different races in America are her strength and glory. There is 
no color bar for hatred. The issue in America is not of black power or white power but of whether we have the 
God power which unites rather than the hate power which can divide and destroy. We were all meant to walk 
the earth as the daughters and the sons of God. 

"The Communists are constantly encoura ging class stru ggle, trying to increase social, economic, and political 
tensions. To them class struggle is an agency for promoting communism" J. Edgar Hoover "Masters of Deceit", 

p. 317. Could it be true what J. Edgar Hoover reiterates, that Martin Luther King is the most notorious liar 
in this country? 

Free copies on request of this circular or background on the above mentioned groups contact: Citizens ArttL 
Communist Committee of Conn., PO Bpx 1780, Bridgeport, Conn. ^ r '" 
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FBI NEW YORK / -"t 

9-00 PM / URGENT 6-6-69 WPK 
TO DIREC/OR 100-106670 (CODE) 

ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 



. ^r. Tolaotv— 

\ Mr. DeLoach-F— 

' II . WnVir_ 


, 00 - 1 J ?S®?RITY ?&TTER - COMMUNIST 

U>) 


Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Bishop. 
Mr. Casper 
Mr. Cai'-.ha 
Mr. Conn 
Mr. Felt 
Jic. Gfel 
Mr. Rosen„ 
Mr. Euilivaa- 
Mr. Tavel 


MXK1Z PROM NEW YORK 

/ 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM-C (OO-ATLANTA). 


FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM) 

JUNE SIX INSTANT, CLASSIFY "SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED B Y S*P 

. * 

5*^ v 

ON JUNE SIX INSTANT, A PERSON BELIEVED ^0 BE /BENITA 

BENNETTE, AN AIDE TO CORETTA KING, TOLD STANLEyS>£VISON THAT 

\jOHN MC AULIFFE, RESPRESENTATIVE OF "NEWSDAY", A LONG ISLAND, 

NEW YORK DAIlY NEWSPAPER, HAD CALLED AND WANTED CORETTA’S f 

REACTION TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: ONE) DID DR. (MARTIN 1 

LUTHER) KING KNOW HIS TELPHONE WAS TAPPED? TWO) WAS IT HIS 5<££ pi] 

HOME PHONE, OFFICE PHONE OR BOTH? THREE) WHY WAS THE TELEPHONE £?£«§§. 

- 

TAPPED? 

I 

LEVISON, WHO APPEARED TAKEN BAl 
NOT ANSWER EACH QUESTION BUT THAT Si 



, REPLIED THAT SHE SHOULD 
SRCrum SAY "HE HAD NO 


WAY OF KNOWING IF HIS PHONE WAS TAPPED AND, AS TO WHY, THAT 

.1 JUf. 12 1969 

QUESTION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE FBI AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 


JUSTICE". 

iGE—ONE 


■j 
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Exempt hom CDS, Categorf ^ 
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PAGE TWO 

BENNETTE BROUGHT UP THE MATTER OF RESCHEDULING A MEETING 

ON THURSDAY. JUNE TWELVE AND LFVIS0N AGAIN BROUGHT UP THE 

REQUEST FROM THE " NEWSDAY" REPRESENTATIVE. HE STATED, "THE 

SECOND PART SHOULD BE *THE QUESTION WHY WAS THE TElJ^HONE 

OF DR. KING TAPPED IS CERTAINLY A SERIOUS QUESTION, A SERIOUS 

AND SIGNIFICANT QUESTION. IT HAS TO BE DIRECTED, HOWEVER, TO 

O' 

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE FBI.*" 

BENNETTE REPLIED * AND THE OTHER PART * HE WOULD HAVE NO 

WAY OF KNOWING HIS PHONE WAS TAPPED.*" ^ 

/MEMO 

NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 
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CASSIUS KARCELLUS CLAY, JR. 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 
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The information set forth in the Washington Post / ^ 
of June 8, 1969, concerning the testimony of FBI Agent jtf '/ 

Robert Nichols’ is erroneous. The Post article indicated^, 
that "confirmation that Dr. King’s home phone was tapp^o^ 
from 1964 until around the time of his assassination 
April 4, 1968, came from FBI Agent Robert Nichols. Asked 
if the tap continued until the assassination date, Nichols 
nodded." 

Special Agent Nichols stated that he answered 
all questions orally, and that he never nodded his head (l~T/ i 

in response to a question by the defense. According to y 'fi 
Agent Nichols, he was asked by the defense if the surveillance 
of Dr. King was running up to April, 1968, to which Special 
Agent Nichols responded that he did not know the exact date 
the surveillance v/as discontinued because he was not on the 
case after Lay, 1965. 

According to Assistant Special Agent in Charge 
(ASAC) Hetherington, the United States Attorney and the 
Assistant United States Attorney, both of whom were present 
in the court, stated Special Agent Nichols did not answer 
any question by nodding his head. 

ACTION: 
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6/9/69 
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Room . 
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As is known, disclosures were made in the court case 
involving Cassius Clay in Houston, Texas, to the effect that the FBI had 
wiretaps on Martin Luther King and Elijah Muhammad of the Black 
Muslims which were monitored by FBI Agents. 

As a result of these disclosures, Bishop’s office received a 
very large number of inquiries late on Thursday, 6/5/69, and all day 
, Friday, 6/6/69, from news media concerning this matter. They wished 
j to know if these wiretaps were authorized by the Director’s superior, the 
I Attorney General, how long they continued, etc. Bishop’s office has 
maintained a policy of not commenting in answer to these inquiries but 
: has referred newsmen to testimony of the Director before the House Sub- 
; committee on Appropriations, going back to. 3/4/65 and continuing through 
ihis testimony on 2/23/68. On each occasion in his testimony Mr. Hoover 

I has stated the number of wiretaps then being operated by the FBI, has 
pointed out that each is authorized in writing by the Attorney General, 
and that each of them is in the internal security field. By referring die 
newsmen to this testimony, the point is made crystal clear that none of 
the wiretaps are done on the Director’s authority but are all approved 
by the Attorney General then in office. 

It is also noted that on the evening of 6/7/69 a spokesman 
for the Department of Justice, in referring to the matter discussed in 
Mr. Hoover’s testimony, as stated above, has made the statement that 
"Mr. Hoover’s testimony is accurate in every respect, ” thus confirming 
Mr. Hoover’s testimony. 'Q -- *7. 
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Bishop’s office will confmue'a jtolicy bf no comment on this 
matter but will continue to refer inquirers.to Mr*. I&over*s-testimony— % / 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
e 1 - Mr. Jones 


as set out above. 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
HAT F 1^/ UH B Y STV .I a*nL 


I received your letter of June 2nd and appreciate 
your generous remarks concerning my administration of this Bureau. 


. , With reB P ect to your request, information concern¬ 

ing the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature I rearet 
I am not able to be of help to you. 


Sincerely yours, 
7. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 




FMGrllk (3) 


ijr 


To! son _ 

DeLooch . 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Casper _ 

Callahan . 

ConTod _ 

Felt 
Gale 
Rosen 
Sullivan 
Tove) 

Trotier _ 

Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 



utilises 





[teletype UNIT cm 


TRUE COPY 


K1 (^^^^MLsS^SSle^Florida 3 2 

June 2, 1969 y 


^T) 




Mr J Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Washington D. C. 
Dear Mr Hoover: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 2Ji_fci_B Y i£dJuLmML 

bb 76 


It is a great comfort, in this time of unrest and 
turmoil to know that you are so well "on the job” 


Your information on some of M. L. Kings top com¬ 
panions & speech writers must surely be brought out at the proper 
time. Please keep this before Congress and the President as well 
as testify about all you know about King if Congress brings up the 
celebrating of his birthday - as a National Holiday - 


Too few people know of this situation and I’m afraid 
swallow all the "good” hook, line & sinker 


Please make everything that you can, general public 

information 


Paul Scott is writing some fine editorials which 
should shake people awake. 

Thank you for your outstanding service to our country - 
Yours truly 


/s/ 
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Horthridge, California 91324 


1 - Mr, Long 


£f | JMroo ■no. • • r. - 

: *- L f> ‘ J 2i-if’i r/*r«r* 

ii 'Ji;CLfi r : r -..F![: ' 

yiLSv^e^J.. i ^j^MZadjL 


6e> 7t, 

This la to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
received at thia Bureau on May 26, 1969. 



For your Information, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation la an investigative arm of the United 
States Department of justice, and the results of 
investigation conducted by thia Bureau are furnished to 
the Department of Justice. If you have any further 
questions, you may desire to communicate directly with 
Mr. Jerris Leonard,.Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division, United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530. 



You may be assured that thin Bureau will 
endeavor to fully discharge its investigative 
responsibilities in all matters coming within our 
Jurisdiction. 


Sincerely yours, 




J. Edgar Hoover 

John Sdgar Hoover 
Director 
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MOTE: 


directed a let tar to this Bureau 
asking several questions as to the Martin mthor ling, Jr., 
-Investigation. We are advlslng^HBBMfepthat if he has 
any questions concerning the investlgS^To^^he is to coirudI* 
cate directly vith the Department. 


Based upon available data 
identifiable in Bureau files. 
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Mr. Hoover, 

Lost Americana have peacefully aocepted the 
outcome of the investigation and trial 

c 

of the killer of Martin Luther King. I 

« 

haven't. 

Kay didn't act alone, did he? What 
about the man named "Raopl" who simply 
dfteeape&red from the proceedings? Why 
this reluctance to fully probe the truth? 

Come to think of it-a lot of Americans 
are through with this peacefull acceptance- 
the handling and suppressing of the King 
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case is just another factor in giving up 
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hope for peaceful change. Please anew era; 
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COMMFB1 


Ed reply to your letter which I received on 
May 23rd, Information concerning the alleged communist affil¬ 
iations of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, 
cannot be released because of a Department of Justice order 
regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I regret I can¬ 
not be of help to you In this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edsar Hoover 
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NOTE: On basis of available data, correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bufiles. 
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To Whom It May Concern: 


If it is not confidential information, I would like to know if the late 
Martin_- Luthpr^ i ng ..was in any way connected with the Communist Party. Is 
it true that he attended the Highland School of Tennesee which is supposedly 
Communist inspired. 


The reason I want this information is to settle a dispute with a group 
of individuals with whom I work with. I graciously will accept any information 
given to me. 



, Sincerely yours, 
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W^vHe^HSornia 94087 Qf^r^ 

lh reply to your letter of May 10th, with enclosure, 
Information in our files must be maintained as confidential pursu¬ 
ant to regulations of the Department of Justice. No Congressman 
has access to the investigative files of the FBI. - 

Sincerely yours, 

^ J. Edgar Hoover , ■ ; i-.™: ™ , ■ . . lf . >r .. 

k,L£DS KPV* * I'*.-- 

_ nLiiLi.. 1 •„ ur ' • . - <r . 

191969 - 

MM-FB1 J V VfYri ' # 

NOTE: On the basis of available information, correspondenTcannot 
be identified in Bufiles. Correspondent’s enclosed self-addressed, stamped 
envelope being utilized in reply. 
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May 10, 19<>9 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover. 

There is a statement in the A~. rlcan Opinior. Biographical 
Dictionary_of.the Left . Vol. I, :. v which Representative John M. 
Ashbrook, Republican, Ohio, s~ - >., "Mr. Hoover (J. Edgar) is privy 
to many confidential reportr rr. ;• r. King's activities just as I am, 
and while their nature csoat b« disclosed, I can say without equivo¬ 
cation that Martin Luthei^ing uoes not want nor can be stand a pub¬ 
lic airing of his record. I ca-u rest my case against King with the 
public utterances and actions of this man and any revelation of 
confidential matters is entirely unnecessary." 

I would like two questions answered, please: (1) Does Rep. J. M. 
Ashbrook have access to confidential files in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation? and, (2) Who does have access to these files? Members 
of Congress or members of Congressional Committees? Who? 



I would appreciate this information as soon as possible. Enclosed 
is my self-addressed air mail special delivery envelope. 



Thank you very much. 
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In reply to your letter of May 2nd, Information 
concerning die alleged communist affiliating of Martin Luther 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released he rinse 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a 
confidential nature. For the same reason, I am unable to furnish 
you any Information relating to your other Inquiries. I regret I 


MAILED 10 
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ible to be of help In this Instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: On the basis of available information, correspondent cannot be 
Identified in Bufiles. The Southern Conference Educational Fund, with 
headquarters in Louisville, is die successor to the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare which has been cited as a communist-front organization. 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, formerly headed by King, now 
headed by Reverend Ralph Abernathy, is well-known to the Bureau. 
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New York, N.Y. 10025 
M*y 2, 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

o 


Gentlemen: 


Re: MARTIN LUTHER RING, 

^— 


Jr. 


(Dec’d) 


In various publications I have read that the late 
Martin Luther Ring, Jr., had been identified as a member of 
something like 60 (sixty) organisations that had, in turn, 
been identified as Communist fronts. In this connection, I 
have the following questions. 

1. Do you know if Martin Luther Ring, Jr., was at any 

time a member of the Communist party? _ 

y 

2. Has the organization known as the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference been identified as "Communist front" or 
subversive in any way? How about the Southern Christian Edu¬ 
cational Fund? 


3- If the answer to either of the above two questions 

is affirmative, as well as confirmatory regarding the report 
mentioned in my first paragraph, please provide the names of 
a few other Communist front organizations (determined by prom¬ 
inence, activity, etc.) of which Mr. King was a member. 


Thanking you in advance, 
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Carolina S8144 


Dear 



GCtt_« 


I hare received your letter of April 2 5th. with respect 
to your inquiries concerning the activities of Martin Luther inwg. Infor¬ 
mation contained in our files must be maintained as confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and I am unable 
to refer you to any source which can furnish the data you desire. I regret 
1 cannot be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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1967, was on a list of prospective members of the Knights of 
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I wry much appreciate your kind sentiment and eomplimen- 
tary remarks relative to my administration of this Bureau In your letter of 
April 21st. 




At a press conference on November 18, 1064, I made the 
statement that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar in the 
country. I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning 
our Special Agents handling civil rights investigations In the South. I am 
unable to answer your other questions about him as Information In the files 
of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regula¬ 
tions of the Department of Justice. 




You may desire to write your Congressman for 'any assist¬ 
ance he can afford you regarding any congressional investigations or 
reports. ■ 
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81ncerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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April 21, 196 


Director J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


•, thj^AI 


—-— 



Mr. Capper 
Mi. Culiaiia: 
Mr. Cnr. rad 
Mr. Fcl 
Mr. G 
Mr. K 
Mr. Sul* 

Mr. TavU 
Mr. Trotter- 

Tale. Room_ 

Mis* Holmes.. 

In our local newspaper, thSj ^DAILT REPO RT, circulation over $0 ,00$mjm Gandy_ 

there has been quite a controversy lately about Eev. Martin Luthen- 

King. As you are probably aware, there was a move^here in the ^- 

legislature to have April k declared Martin Luther Kin g Day, but the 
■ove was blocked by two legislators who are members' of the John Birch 
Society. 

Some feel that Dr. King should be rated with Washington, Carver and 
Lincoln; others are not ao sure. About two years ago I read a state¬ 
ment alleged to have been made by you that, "Dr. King is the biggest 
liar in the United States." The story continued that Dr. King, ehen 
next in Washington, made it a point to call on you in parson. How¬ 
ever, after the interview he had no statements to make to the press. 

Is this story true? 

I feel that it is important to know just where Rev. King stood in 
morals and patriotism, as touching on hi6 fidelity to God, hi6 nati 
and his wife. If there is a s£ory in it, for good or bad, I would 
like to write it for my local newspaper, and also for wider circ 
tion, as in a magazine article. 


I Can you help me in this matter, with a statement from your Bureau? 

Are there Congressional investigations or reports, or other referen¬ 
ces that you could paes on to me? Your cooperation will be greatly _ 
ippreciatad. We do appreciate too your faithfulness and dedication t<£? 
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-’•Pearson entire situation. John- ■ champion of the liberals—then: 

;on and his new Attorney * nobody is safe.’* ; 

AnccrzD;i General, Ramsey Clark, hzd| Referring to Bobby Kenne-; 

F. Kennedy, discovered wholesale Govern- ; dy’s lame reply to the Kins 
. California, has* ment eavesdropping, including jwir e t a p charges, made 
> Adminisnation' ihe tap on Dr. King, and they j through a spokesman, Resnick 
our column; ordered it stopped. isaid: “The American people 

-:b he h-d or-j The King wiretap had been ican hardly 
r_: • j Up e: tele- requested by Attorney Gen- spouse 
; Dr, Lu- o ral Kennedy on July 1G, 1962, 


Suliivar. - 

Tavel _ 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room 


- co:un*RT wa:, nit the FBI at that time 
:_.urgcd, ro l: tc .argued him out of it on the 
l.cgcn primary. j ground that Dr. King traveled 
ilri wire-itoo much and that repercus- 
tap coin:.!.: .. ever, the Ad -1 cio^s in Negro circles would be 

r.uniSt:-:..::.. v io upset oyer .'oad. Later, In October of 1953, 
~ pub-cat: y; uurchc Justice Kennedy prevailed and the 
:rtic an viueicl - a p was placed on Dr. King's 
-* Pearsoa and {telephone. 
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-one. I suggest a hearing under 
1 : ath . . . No American wants 
‘Big Brother* looking over his j 
shoulder, peeping through his 
keyhole, or listening in on his 
telephoned’ 

Backing him up, Rep. Joel- 
son pointed out that when he 
was a district attorney in New 
Jersey he had to satisfy a . 
judge very carefully before he /O O 
could issue a search warrant 
This is a very sensitive | 
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■hirn—Neal Sm . 1 ^ l T . I merely on his own say-so, then 

Charles Joelson (VJ.). Joseph right of privacy in this 
Vigorito (Pa.) and C.aude Pep- i countr ^ u gone •• . 
per (Fla.), all Democrats. i, - 

“The fact that a high-rank-]' FBI Techniques 
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correct. It wee Dr. King dedicated his life,” 
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wiretapping 
<?.i vc ^dropping 
...a be a review 


lions are most revealing, and 
tacitly admit that listening de¬ 
vices must be installed by ille¬ 
gal entry and trespass. The FBI 
instructions follow: 

“Most microphone installs* 
tions must be effected surrep¬ 
titiously, making the installa- 
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I ideal location virtually impos- 
j jSibie. Tills results la nucib- 
; phones frequently being 
■placed some distance from the 
Isource of sound. If it is not 
(possible to place the dia¬ 
phragm of the microphone in 
close proximity to the area 
I that must be covered. an 
[acoustical impedance match- 
Tug device should be installed 
. . , wires must be strung 
from the microphone to the 
amplifier to carry the minute 
electrical impulses . . . 
l | The FBI also lists in great 
detail the best places to hide 
microphones as follows; be¬ 
hind baseboards; behind pow- 
,er outlets and electrical fix- 
Ilures; ventilating and heating 
'ducts (to be effective must be 
concealed so that flow of air 
will not strike or affect micro¬ 
phone); behind radiators, 
avoid intense heat; adjacent to 
service pipes; behind walls 
(place microphone as near sur¬ 
face of wall inside room as se¬ 
curity and time permits); In 
heavy and seldom-moved fur¬ 
niture; in dummy telephones; 
in ornamental and large has a 
! lamps; in large and seldom- 
used books; in calendar pads; 
in picture frames; in doors, 
locks, door knobs, etc.; in 
radio, television and intercom- 
i munication sets. 

I ‘‘Existing facilities such ai 
\ telephones, public address sys- 
{ terns, intercommunication sta- 
; tions, and speakers in radio 
I and television sets may also be 
\ used to * perform the micro- 
l phone function ” 
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In reply to your letter, with enclosure, received on 
April 23rd, information concerning the alleged communist affllia- 
tions of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, cannot 

V___ 

be released because of a Department of Justice order regarding all 
matters of a confidential nature. 1 regret I am unable to be of help 
in this Instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

T Edirar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Enel 
addres sed, stamped envelope, which identifies her as 
being utilized in reply. 
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Hew Haven, Indiana 
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United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
’Washington 2?, U.C, 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


ALL INFORMATinrj nnr.’TA i a. _ 

Sfy 

Q 6*2 * 


I would be very grateful if your department would send me a 
list of the sixty Communist Front Organizations Martin Luther 
King belonged to or accepted support from. 



I have an opportunity to read them on a radio program and I 
want to be sure of my statements* 


i wroxe xo xne 


V . J_L 

doanx 


r% _ A a. i. fTw AO n & #*»4- A tH 

^/UDJUll L ICC UU yu-muci ■ ■ — -- 


F ^ > 


nf“ 


the Louisiana Legislature and they sent me the pamphlet "Church 
League of America" It gives detailed information on King But 


I am unable to name the sixty organizations from it. 


rcn_oo 

I.LU'JJ 


/a a - 



ui: (s Y.Ll 

ez APR 




/ Ai 6: <^t 





l 







*&& ;V.-/ 




><V .*?. ■ k 


5&‘.-;* 




0 .^ 


OMIOW*. PO«M no 
««Y ioitiom 
OU G(m mg «4j 




umted states government ALL I.^FORMATIOW CONTAINED 

Memorandum n»?r 12 unclassified 

^ X mE ^±*-BY_SUtm 

Mr. Bishop date 3/18/69 , . 
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SUBJECT 



MARTIN LUTHER KING’S BIRTHDAY 


BACKGROUND: 


Ms 

a 


Trover _ 

T*l*. Boor 

Holm**_ 

Gandy _ 




iS 


Today, March 18th, Congressman John M* Ashbrook (R-Ohio) 
who is a member of the House Committee on Internal Security advised 
Mr. DeLoach that 30 bill s have been introduced into Congress to declare a 
holiday on Martin Luther King’s birthday, January 15th. Ashbrook further Q <v 
advised that a bill concerning this matter will soon be voted out of the Sub- )\>< 
committee on the Judiciary. In this connection he advised that Congressman ^ 
Charles E. Wiggins (R-California) and Byron G. Rogers (D-Colorado), ' ^ 

members of the Subcommittee, will be contacting the Bureau in the near N 

futureio request an "off the record” briefing concerning King. They are in ^ 
i a position to keep any such bill from being reported out of committee—if, ^ 

as stated by Congressman Ashbrook, they realize that King was a scoundrel. 

ByronG. Rogers 

Rogers was born in Texas in 1900. He was U.S. Attorney for the 
District of Colorado 1934-36, and thereafter was Attorney General of the State 
of Colorado. He was elected to the 82nd Congress in 1950 and has been re¬ 
elected to subsequent Congresses. 

The Bureau investigated Rogers in 1933 and 1934 in connection 
with his appointment as U.S. Attorney for the District of Colorado and the 
investigation was favorable. We have had cordial relations with him since he 
has been in Congress. 

Charles E. Wiggins j 

* . . ‘ 1 k < ^ *t.i h •' 

Wiggins is from El Monte, California, and was elected to 
Congress in 1966. We have had cordial relations with him and he met the 
Director and had a picture taken on 6/26/68. On 12/9/68 Wiggins presented 
a plaque to the Director in behalf of Rqsemead, C alifornia^ « a n4 h er wa s „ . , > 

cordially thanked. ' oi ”/i O (^1/3 “<=5=-^i C 
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Tour letter was received on April 14th and I would like 
to t hank you for the expression of confidence* I was pleased to lean 
you have read my book, "Masters of Deceit*" 


In reply to your inquiry, information In our flies must 
be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I am, however, enclosing a portion of the 
"Congressional Record" for May 16, 1968, which may contain the 
data to which you refer. You will note that no FBI personnel were 
responsible for this material being Inserted In this publication. With 
regard to the alleged communist activities of Martin lather King, 
j whether substantiated or not, they cannot be released for reasons 

cited above. I regret I cannot be of further help to you in this instance. 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no 


Sincerely yours, 
/. Edgar Hoover 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I am not sure if you will be reading this or whether a 
secretary will read it, if the latter happens I would appreciate it if 
you would let Mr. Hoover read this. I have read your book, "Masters 
of Deceit," and also a book by John Stormer, "The Death of a Nation," 
both books have brung me to the point where I want to know facts and 
not just what people think, which leads me into why I am writing. I 
read an article in the, "Butler County American," newspaper which 
reported that an F. B. I. agent had found information about Martin 
Luthei* Icing associating with the communist. He also said that this 
information was placed in the congressional record in May of 1968. 
Could you possible tell me if such information is true. Thank you 
Mr. Hoover for ;your time. 


definite follower, 
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^Your letter, with enclosure, concerning the activities of 
Martin Luther King w as received on April 7th. While 1 certainly wish 
it were possible to be of assistance to you, Information contained In 
our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regula- 

r* 

tlons of the Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to furnish the 
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ita you are seeking. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




J'lOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. The 
enclosure is a pamphlet on communist subversion by the late Matt Cvetic, 
who has been well knoueto the Bureau. / 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

'ATEoi-e^f-j_BY 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 



53901 


4-8-69 Sal. (4-5-69) 


Mr. Tol*oif^_l_ 
Mr. lk>\ 



Mr. T*vej 
Mr. TtmUct^ 


Tele. Room_ 

Mias Holmes__ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Can you please explain to me why Richard Nixon, our 
president, and other political leaders are making such a great 
man out of Martin L. King Jr. when he was nothing but a 
communist or truly everything that our America doesn’t need — 
an agitator, riot-inciter, un-American, and a hypocrite among 
other things. 


I’m sick and tired of hearing what a great man he was and 
I’m sick of this blasphemy against God in our nation by honoring 
such a man as King Jr. 


Haven’t you told some of these politicians — especially 
Nixon — exactly what King- was & was doing and what he really 
stood for ? 

Why won’t you make it public Mr. Hoover ? 

Are we so far gone down the road we’re afraid of what 
the truth will do to us ? 


God help us if this is the case! 
Please reply 


Sincerely 


towns? 



Why is it we fight communists in Asia and not in our homey ***** 


J 


QuiAs/yn ->*-r I write this in sincerity and in true concern. 

c £ ' I’ll await your reply anxiously. 



I have facts, pictures and documented facts on King so I 
know what I’m talking about. 
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SOVIET SPIES IH^MtRICA! 

A COUNTERSPY'S VIEWS on Con*rf>um$t 
Subversion — t v C*«tk 

Twenty yean ago this month my phone rang in the 
Pittsburgh office of the United States Employment Service, 
where my job was to interview applicants for work in the 
vital coal, electric and steel industries 

While in the course of a busy day s work 1 received 
many phone calls, there was something different about this 
particular call It came from a Special Agent of the F ,^ r * 
Bureau of Investigation That evening we met and talked, 
and as a result of our discussions, 1 took a step w ic 
placed me right in the heart of the Communist conspiracy, 
j became a Communist for the FBI 

When I became a trusted member of the Red conspiracy, 

I was permitted to attend secret meetings with Red spies 
from Russia and her satellite countries. This, of course, did 
not happen uptil the Communists were certain they could 
depend on me to betray my own country. These furtive meet¬ 
ings often consisted of 15 to 20 Reds, most of whom were 
schooled in Moscow or Other spy-training centers. These 
scheming conspirators were busy infiltrating all sections ot 
American activity — government agencies, shipping, com¬ 
munications, farm organizations, trade unions, educational 
institutions, church groups and so on. Communist concentra¬ 
tion areas included New York, Washington, Pittsburgh Chi¬ 
cago. Detroit. Hollywood, the West Coast, the Farm Belt and 

^^Few Americans are aware that the Kremlin has set up 
in rhe United States actual Commissions of Commisars, which 
in their methods of operation are comparable to those oper¬ 
ating in the Soviet Union These Red Commissions ot Bu¬ 
reau are broken down as follows: Clergical Commission (to 
infiltrate churches and church groups). Trade Union, Legal, 
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Educational* Governmental* and so on Their function within 
present-day American society is much like that of termites, 
stealthily eating away the framework 

During the nine years 1 posed as a Red, every Soviet 
Agent with whom l came in conract, in my supposed con¬ 
spiratorial Red mission, functioned from the Red embassies 
and consulates, and from the Communist staffs of the United 
Nations Others operated m Communist Red Cross and Relief 
Missions travelling in this country, industrial and agricultural 
missions, student exchanges and scientific expeditions, Soviet 
dance groups; in fact, in every legal channel which we, under 
the guise of 'good diplomacy foolishly opened to these 
murderous conspirators 

In addition, today literally thousands of additional notor¬ 
ious Soviet Agents and secret American Reds are functioning 
in what are commonly called Communist Front Organiza¬ 
tions. These Commie organizations usually have an assort¬ 
ment of non-Communists fronting for them, to give them the 
respectable base they so desperately need Whatever excuse 
those who front for these Red conspiratorial groups may give, 
if stands as a marrer of record that they are aiding and abet¬ 
ting a conspiracy whose sole aim is to destroy our nation, 
take away our freedom, murder millions of our citizens, and 
put the rest into total slavery. ACCORDING TO OUR 


AMERICAN CONSTITUTION, THIS IS TREASON! 

Khrushchev and his co-conspiring American Reds know 
one thing well. Would that some Americans understood it 
only half as well. That is, without the diplomatic immunity 
which the Reds enjoy in this country; without the respect¬ 
ability handed them by witting and unwitting American 
dupes who front for them; without the pseudo-Jegality with 
which the Reds are endowed by some of our jurists and law¬ 
yers, the Red attempt to overthrow the Untied States would 
Wither and die. 


i ** 

i' 





^ i 

The work of the Con. nun is. ^ 
made doubly easy through several l. < 

One, — lack of adequate legisbvto. Kt. 

agents, their aiders and abettors. Politically op t 
spineless congressmen have failed to provide our i 
this protective legislation 

Two, — because of the immunity the Reds enjc 
result of the diplomatic recognition we so foolishly exrt, 
to them in 1933. 

Three, — due to the greed of some American business 
men, bankers, and industrialists, who would do anything for 
gold, including "selling our own nation down the fiver". Jr 
is beyond their comprehension that by trading with the Reds, 
ahey are greedily sowing the seeds of their own destruction. 

Four, — because of the general apathy and complacency 
of the average American, an aparhy which is fed behind 
the scenes by secret Red agents, self-seeking phony liberals, 
and an assortment of nimbJewjrs and do-gooders who play 
right into the hands of the Reds. 

Whar can we Americans do to crush this Red plot to 
destroy us? 

My conclusions, drawn after nine years of work within 
the framework of the Communist conspiracy, and twenty years 
of deep study in the Reds conspiratorial methods and tech¬ 
niques are: 

1. Americans must demand that the incoming President 
and Congress adopt a firm, unwavering, and uncompromising 
stand against international Communism, that the Exeat ive, 
Legislative and judicial branches of our government deal irh 
Communism as a conspiracy against our nation, our y v le, 
and our Constitution 

2 We need adequate laws NOW, nor when its to 
which would punish conspiracy, sedition, and treason - 
peacetime — as well as in rime of war 

3, Doors now open to Red spies and conspirator . . 
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be closed by the severance of diplomatic relations with Soviet 
Russia and her satellites Communist countries should be 
tossed out of the United Nations. 

4. We must support wholeheartedly our FBI, the Senate 
Committee on Internal Security, the House Committee on 
un-American Activities, and all government agencies which 
help combat the Reds These viral agencies must be streng¬ 
thened, and their scope of activities expanded. 

5. Reds, Red Fronters and Communist sympathizers must 
be expelled from our churches, schools, trade unions, farm 
organizations, wherever they may be found — and the^ sooner 
the better. Anyone who aids, abets, and or defends Com¬ 
munism or Communists is betraying every single one of us. 

6 We must begin the fight against Communism in our 
♦ homes, schools and churches We must acquaint ourselves, 
our children and our neighbors with the true menace of 
Communism We must let truth be our guiding light, and as 
our Lord so aptly said: "KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE 
TRUTH SHALL SET YOU FREE 

-Christian Crusade Magazine, Tulsa, Okla. 


Don't lot Ail troct di# Post it o* ond ««nd foe moro. All 
trocti fro« at A« Lord provtdoi Ao mooni. 

GOSPEL TRACT SOCIETY 

2302 Blu* ftklffo »M. 

Konioi City 29, Miwovri 

















April 14, lt6S 
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I received your letter, with enclosure, on April 10th 
end want to thank you for your kind remarks. 

♦ 

In reply to your inquiries, Information concerning the 
alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of Justice 
order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance. 





Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar" HooviF 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 3 13-M BY 


t 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The enclosure is 
a postcard advertising a talk to be made by Mrs. Julia Brown at San Jose 

and Oakland, California. It shows a picture identified as Martin Luther ‘.‘ v 

King and others attending the Highlander Folk School” (for communist 
training), ” Monteagle, Tennessee, during 1957. 
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Uanta Barbara, California 

\y 

kr. J. kdgar Hoover 
director or the *. h. 1. 

Washington u» 0 . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Ine r^nt pu oil city given to honoring the Black Marta * 
Luther k ing Drlngs up the alleged communist activity he" 
"may nave participated in as shown on the enclosed card* 

Please advise me whether or not these accuiatlons are 
true. 

Will you please accept my heartfelt thanks for the mag- 
nificenV service you are giving our country? 

Blncerely, 


qz/o ^pril 5 , 19o9 
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m arovp picture off (Hltfff ilde wii mad* it 
the Highlander Folk School (for communiit training} 
Mont eagle, Tenneiiea, during the Labor Day weakand of 
IFS7. Thii school wai latar abolished by an act of the 
Legislature of the State of Tennessee. Attentive pupils 
Identified by the numbers: 

I. MARTIN LUTHO KIMft Jf. Fraild*«l vj **• 
Southern Christian leadership Conference fSCLC). 1**2) 
I. A INCH W. IERRY, of the Centre! Committee of the 
Communist Forty. 

) AUltEY WILLIAMS, President of the Southern Con¬ 
ference Education Fund (SCEF). Communist front. (2} 

4. MYLES NORTON, Oirector of the Highlender Folk 
School, aided by lop communist Don Wait. ()} 

(!) "I further swear and attest that-one Reverend 

Martin Lutber King was atway* sat forth e» the indi¬ 
vidual to whom Communists ibould look and rally 
around in the Communist toggle on the many racial 
itiwat— Sworn affidavit by Fit undercover 
agent Karl Fruition — Sept It, Iti). 

(2) ‘The Committee findt that SCLC and SNCC are tub- 
ftentielty under control of the Communi»t Pert? 
through the influence of the Southern Conference Ed¬ 
ucation Fund (SCEF) and the Communiiti who m#n- 

"Adivltiaa of SCEF, Inc. In Louisiana", report of 
Joint Leg illative Committee on Un-Amenc#n Activi¬ 
ties, State of Louiliana, April I), IP44. p. 12*. 

11} ‘'Testimony of Paul Crouch' 1 U S. MCUA Report May 
4. IMF, pp IFMF3. Crouch wai top communist party 
official in the South. 

Help carry this vital massage, 100 cards postpaid $1 04. 
Americans for Civil Harmony, tot 4141, San Jose, Cal. FSISO 
Quantity Prices on Request 
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ELUOTT HACAN 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday. June 16 , 1969 

Mr. KAGAN. Mr. Speaker. I want to 
c.V.l to the a:.e:uion o i my colleagues an 
article that appeared In the Waynesboro, 
Ga., newspaper, the True Citizen, on 
June 11 regard ins a lady who celebrated 
her 99 :h birthday. Mrs. Mary Savannah 
Barret: Cohen. 

Although there U no doubt that hav¬ 
ing reached one’s 99:h year would be rea¬ 
son cnou.-h to be the subject of much 
though; and prose, in my case I feel es- 
pec tally fortunate to have a grand lady 
of this caliber residing in the First Dis¬ 
trict o: Georgia. Mrs. Cohen's senior 
years seex to enhance her charms, her 
keen inter*?: in things happening around 
her. az.d her delight in reflecting back 
over her years from childhood to adult¬ 
hood a::d remembering the vast changes 
in her hometowns of Waynesboro and 
Augusta. 

I am indeed proud to be able to call 
Mrs, Cohen a neighbor and constituent, 
ar.d I certainly hope that she will enjoy 
her 99th year in the same spirit and with 
the same zest for living as she has ex¬ 
hibited in all the wonderful years past. 

The article follows: 

Hxa ilriiowis Span a Comiii 
(By Joyce Odom) 

M^y Ssv*nm«L 3*irxelt Cohwn w** 99 }c*r* 
old iiii week- 

Thr.t in itself lb a remarkable thing, but 
Mrs. Cohen reads three newspapers every day, 
can remember the ages of her great-grand¬ 
children and writes letters in a graceful, flow¬ 
ing hand. 

Bright blue eyes sparkle when she talks 
about her memories which span a century. 
Sho‘6 confined to a wheelchair now at Keys- 
Tiiie Nursing Home, and for the first tflne in 
her. life is a bit less than completely inde¬ 
pendent. 


j^JLxtctisions of Remarks 
-BY, [^ify nvjt /mN^hviMc. Tenn., while function* 

Mrs. Colic 11 i " V in I.. attended Vandcr- Communist 1 

UUt and became a football star there. After ^ " **a\a 

tho children were grown, Mr. and Mu. Cohen JJ?__ aiG 
moved back to August?., and finally back to li ^£L K * . 
Waynesboro. The close t 

Mr. Cohen died 20 years ago. and since that latter-day st 
time until just a few mouths ago. Mu. Cohen Dianne Bevel, 
has lived alone, driven her own car, cooked Booth, John ] 
her meals and ktpt house. “I'm not sick or Brown Jerry 
anything now. I just can't walk,” she said. X/rirhapl 1 

She fell and broke her leg recently. , 

Mrs. Cohen remembers Waynesboro when 1 

tho downtown area consisted of one block of perverts Baj 
stores, the streets and sidewalks were un- Abernathy is 
paved and M every grocery store sold liquor." frantic deferu 
•'Young girls were not allowed to go to These fact* 
town on Saturday night/' she said. Most of to the Ameri 
the Stores were lust shanties, she said, with « 0 &wa v 

the exception of those owned by the Fulcher* Instead 163 
and the Grays. Hof a Ac a 

In answer to the inevitable question asked ?*** ueiense 
the very old. Mu. Cohen said, in her honest, " fl - s launched 
straightforward way, **X don't know why n genen 

I’ve lived so long; my family members usu- in particular, 
ally don't, but I did have an aunt who lived Mr . paver 
until she was 90." lffetime of dr 

She sees well and reads everything she can , ne eds no defe 
get her hands on including the Atlanta and *«■ „f tu* , 

dWly Bew,pap * r ‘ “* Th * True His meUcSou 
Mrs. Cohen’s mother, Sophie Settagast. ^h e privacy o: 
came from Germany and took her children ducting the i 


E4927 


when "Vannah" 


nirift far a 


months visit. "Mama wanted us to learn to 
speak German, but we used to tell her. ‘No¬ 
body talks like that*/' 

Mary Savannah Barrett Cohen has a fond 
memory of Augusta which she eaepclally 
likes to tell abou;: She remembers riding 
horseback to a drug store on Broad Street, 
in the now-traffic-jammed metropolis. 
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HON. JOHN R. RARICK 


OF LOUISIANA 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 16, 1969 


all functionaries and officials of the 
Communist Party and all close "ad¬ 
visors," "aides," and "assistants" of 

King. 

The close tics between King and such 
latter-day subversives as James and 
Dianne Bevel, Stokeley Carmichael, Paul 
Booth, John Hulett, James Forman, Hap 
Brown. Jerry Rubin, Fred Shuttles worth, 
and Michael Wood are no longer denied. 
King’s dose association with known sex 
perverts Bayard Rustln and Ralph 
Abernathy is not even denied by his 
frantic defenders. 

These facts are now too well known 
to the American people. The truth will 
not go away. 

Instead, following the adage that the 
best defense Is a good offense, the left 
has launched a vitriolic attack on the 
FBI In general and on Fdma-r-Hnovar 
in particular. 

Mr Tfnnvpr's monumental record of a 
lffeume of devoted service to his country 
» needs no defense. History will recall him 
as one of the great Americans of all time. 
His meticulous care in the protection of 
the privacy of the individual while con¬ 
ducting the investigations vital to the 
security of the community has charted 
a course which is an invaluable addition 
to our way of life. 

Americans, armed with the facts, have 
no trouble deciding the question of cred¬ 
ibility between this man and his de¬ 
tractors. The latest coyote to Join the 
yapping Is Carl T. Rowan, whose column 
published in the Washington Star yes¬ 
terday . I insert it at this point In my 
remarks: 

It Ir Tim e rqa.jr^gpcaa Hoavst TslQSu 
(By Curl T. Rowan) 

A society ii never in more peril then when 
the people lose (he ability to identify a genu¬ 
ine threat to personal liberty. 

Thu society u In a lot of peril if we may 
Judge from the public reaction—or lack of 
it—to courtroom admissions of a variety of 
illegal FBI wiretap* and bugging* of homes 
and hotel room*. 


She wo* born in Augusta June 2. 1870. and 
spent her early years In Waynesboro in a 
house where a service station is now on the 
town's main street. Liberty. 

She remembers that during her childhood 
her father, Jim Barrett, and an uncle bought 
"on old broken down paper mill In Bath, 
S.C., that you had to get to uphill through 
sand beds.** Mrs. Cohen said the mill first 
mode paper from rags which came baled up 
and in all colors. Workers hod to pick out the 
white ones to use for paper. Then "a man 
from Massachusetts** came and taught the 
Barretts to make paper^rom wood. “Papa took 
us down to the mill and we watched them 
grind up the wood; it looked like mush “ 

'T know they sold the paper made from 
wood to some newspapers to print on, but 
they must not have got much for it because 
the mill went broke/* she laughed, 

.The family also had a plantation here 
where they planted indigo. She remember* 
an overseer named Bodges who hod a peg 
it- 


Mr. RARICK, Mr. Speaker, for the 
fourth time in 14 days I rise to call on 
the administration to make public in¬ 
formation in its possession concerning 
the illegal, immoral, and subversive ac¬ 
tivities of the late Martin Luther King. 

This information Is known to exist. 
Some of it has already been destroyed. 

Unless prompt action is taken, I have 
reason to believe that more will be de¬ 
stroyed or concealed. 

The appropriate committees of the 
Congress should be given immediate ac¬ 
cess to what is left of these flies before 
the whitewash is complete. 

King’s apologists no longer bother to 
deny his Involvement—his close, con¬ 
tinued cooperation—with well-known 
leaders of the Communist conspiracy, 
both here and abroad. 


A Justice deportment official acknowledged 
in Pederal District Court that Dr. MarUn 
Luther King wo* under electronic surveil¬ 
lance in 1964 and 1965. and the FBI agent 
who supervised this surveillance told the 
court "it wot my understanding that it went 
on after that.** 

The whole truth I* that Dr. King’s phone* 
were tapped, hi* hotel room* bugged, and he 
was personally shadowed right up to the time 
he wo* slain in Memphis on April 4, 1966. 

Another FBI agent, C. Bony Pickett, told 
the court in Houston, Texas, that for four* 
solid year* he had listened eight hours a day. 
five day* a week to the conversation* of 
Elijah Muhammad, leader of the Black Mus¬ 
lim*. Pickett employed both a telephone wire¬ 
tap and a microphone planted in Muham¬ 
mad’s home. 

These cooes of electronic eavesdropping, 
which violate both federal law and a presi¬ 
dential executive order, were disclosed' in a 
hearing on former heavyweight boxing cham- 


Tfce family moved to Augusta when "Von- 
xah/' as she was always called, w*j seven and 
lived in a House on Came* Road, now 15th 
Street, Her father was "in the cotton busi¬ 
ness/’ She lived there until the married 
Russel! Cohen, the son of John J. Cohen of 
Augusta. Her children were bom and .went 
through elementary school in Augusta (a 
ion. Russell, 75. who live* in Waynesboro, 
and a daughter who died 26 year* ago). 


The American people have learned, a 
little at a time, of his close association 
with such identified subversives as Abner 
W. Berry, Myles Horton. James Dorn- 
browskl, Bayard Riistin, Jack H. O’Dell, 
Carl and Anne Braden, Herbert Apthe- 
ker. Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Gua Hall* 
Dorothy Ray Healy, Mike Zagarell, John 
Abt, Daniel Rubin, and Arnold Johnson, 


pion Cassius Clay's effort to overturn a five- 
year prison sentence for hi* refusal to be 
drafted. 

These bugging*, which caught some Clay 
conversation* in their "net." are but a trac¬ 
tion of the illegal wiretap* that have moved 
this country far closer to a police state th«n 
most American* realise. 

Why tho bland, indifferent reaction on the 
part of most Americans? 


( 
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U»rri' U the general Fill justification 
for v.vh t.u'iu's: "ilmuuv;! security." 

Former Attorney General Ramsey Clark, 
who emphatically that the Fill had no 

auzhoruy to wiretap or bup Dr. King. axterLs 
that "the implication that people thought 
Pr Kuij v.u> a security threat la on trap eons.” 

S’.UI. tha: term *‘K.a;«>n.u security” h> more 
pou e:\V.l than "moMirrhcyxi," for it evoke* 
tear, a:nt ir.oi; still surrender more things — 
Including liberty—out of fear than they do 
out of love 

The pu;:.*lin<T thins About Clark’* state- 
mrut i» ha: lie act* ns though ho Is lur- 
p: i\»si * ' hear or the wirrtspping and bug- 
!■!:i . / : J: K me ^ mi’iI Clark ponslbly havo 
be. i \.i. ,w a.* tli.*’. 1‘hU ullioials were Ri*lnjT 
Iv: *: « . .m; ; ion il xoimnUVees and partly 

u larger a:>p:oprlatio»s by titillating 
s. ah 1 tNvii.Tre^nen and feeding anti-King 
an;:v.\:::..:on to Southerners who despised the 
e.\i: r: ■;:*.* leader—all by way of revealing 
p.ekod up through the wiretap* and 
bur-r: ijs*' 

\\t' Clark unaware that certain FBI 
o:hr.. were roanring the country leaking to 

r. y.,ner editors poisonous stories about Dr. 
Ki i^ a:rd what the bugglngs allegedly had 

revca.ed? 

Everybody else in Washington of any con- 
sequer.ee knew it. and many deplored It. but 
no one seemed to know how to go about 
making the FBI bend to the Jaws of the land. 

There Is a not-too-flippant assumption in 
Washington that J. Edgar Hoover has been 
FBI director for 45 years because all the re¬ 
cent Presidents have assumed that he knew 
too much about them to be replaced. So not 
only was he not replaced by any of the 
younger, very able FBI men In the normal 
course of things, but President* Johnson and 
Nixon have felt It wise or expedient to waive 
a law saying Hoover has reached the rocking- 
chair HZ' 

Hoover ought to be repiaoed a* FBI di¬ 
rector—immediately. 

As Washington agency heads go. Hoover 
may have done a better job than most But 
the people of this country knew something 
when they limited the time one man might 
serve in the presidency. The saw personal 
heidems as inimical to the democracy, the 
personal freedom, that we have come to 
cherish. • 

If it is dangerous to have one man serve 
three full terms os President, it is far more 
d-^gerous to have one man take lifetime 
possession of a powerful police-investigative 
agency that prods into the deepest secrets of 
the most prominent, most honored citizens 
and has the power to discredit, even destroy, 
almost anyone. The kind of abuse of and oon- 
tempt for the law manifest in the King and 
Muhammad eavesdropping become almost 
inevitable when a man is left in a key job 
as long as Hoover has been. 

Were Hoover a more thoughtful man. or as 
concerned about the preservation of democ¬ 
racy &:*ci liberty as his speeches suggest, he 
wou.si hate resigned long ago. He would not 
k\p -..rung President* In the political hind 
o- diM :diT.g to keep him or ease him out. 

I: u, clear Hoover has no Intention of re- 

s. erring So when does the President muster 
the courage to say: "Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant. Goodbye,* 1 ? 

Mr. Speaker, this column sheds little 
light cn King, except to suggest that 
which cannot be denied—much is known 
about his unsavory character and con¬ 
duct. Rowan’s intemperate attack on 
security surveillance and his personal 
attack on J. Hoover shed a great 

deal of ligfifbn uit- author and the cloud¬ 
ing operation, however. Over the past 30 
years the Communist Party had con¬ 
ducted the same attack Rowan has para¬ 
phrased without apology the party line. 
For comparison with his attack today, X 


insert at this point in my remarks a sum¬ 
mary of this Communist Party line, ac¬ 
cording to its official organs, prepared 
and released by a committee of this 
House nearly 20 years ago: 

Retort on Tim National La vnr os Guild: 

Hr .cal Bulwark, or tux Communist Pasty 
(P repared and released by the Committee on 

Un-American Activities. US. House of Rep¬ 
resentatives. Washington, D.C.. September 

17,1P50) 

6. Ftterat. Buhfmi or In vr sTir.ypo N 

Invopfr^u r Uic VtTTvrAl Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation because of "vlelour; rv-.r.MilLs upon civil 
11 her tie:;" Eililnrlat. {ixtily Worker, March 13, 
1010. p G). 

Ah ruruolo In the Dally Worker Indicated 
that the FBI hod gone beyond the scope of 
it* authority In conducting general Intelli¬ 
gence investigation*. Reference was made to 
the Increase In the FBI * appropriation over 
a period of years, and it was alleged that be¬ 
cause of it* Director’s "absorbing Interest in 
Investigating alleged subversive activities” 
the FBI was falling behind in Its regular Job 
of deal mg with other types of specific Federal 
violations (Daily Worker, March 25, 1940). 

The Nazi Gestapo is Hoover s Model of Con¬ 
duct for FBI ( Daily Worker, December 19. 
1940, p. 5. columns 5. 6, and 7). 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Director 
J, Edgar Hoover was referred to as "Chief of 
the national thought police • • •” (Edi¬ 
torial, Political Affairs, January 1948. p. 10). 

It seem that the FBI • • • la worried that 
the American people may get wise to Its real 
function—which is thought control on the 
Gestapo and Japanese police model (Edi¬ 
torial, The Worker, June 6, 1948, p. 6). 

The FBI and the Department of Justice 
have developed into a secret political police 
which exists outside the law and beyond the 
US. Constitution. • • • An aroused nation 
must stop the FBI effort to replace the Ameri¬ 
can Constitution by the reign of the political 
spy (Editorial, Daily Worker , June 13, 1949, 
P-7). 

Continuation of • • • protest* can turn 
the rumors about J. Edgar Hoover’s resigna¬ 
tion Into actual and heartening fact (Edi¬ 
torial, Daily People's World, June 16, 1949, 

p. 6). 

The FBI’s "undercover network** is a men¬ 
ace to the Internal security of the nation 
• ■ • The American people must rid the na¬ 
tion of this "undercover network,” which 
serves not the nation but a class, the minority 
of the financial-Industrial cliques. The Bill 
of Rights and the FBI’s "undercover net¬ 
work*' are incompatable. One or the other 
must go. We have no doubt which the people 
will choose (Editorial, Daily Worker, June 21« 
1949, p. 8). 

Surely the American people must see the 
FBI with new eyes today. The time has oocne 
to investigate It* method*. It* scandal - 
mongerlng lists, Its blackmailing data, its 
misuse of public funds, U* usurpation of 
power, its tentacles gripping all port* of our 
eountry and it* people {Daily Worker, p. 10, 
June 20. 1949, written by Elizabeth Ourlcy 
Flynn). 

Mr. Speaker, to make an intelligent 
judgment u to the credibility of two 
men whose testimony conflicts, It Is 
necessary to know something of each of 
the men and of their motivation. 

Athough Edgar .Hoover, who called 
Martin Luther*King "one of the most 
notorious liars In the country” ts^well 
known to our colleagues, and his accom¬ 
plishments are known and respected 
throughout the world, it is otherwise 
with Carl T. Rowan who attacks him. 

At this point in my remarks, I insert 
from the recently published Biographical 
Dictionary of the Left, by eminent his¬ 


torian Dr. Franck X. Gannon, the most 
recent biogruphlcal sketch of Rowan: 

Biographical Dictionary or thi Lzrr 
(By Francl* X. Gannon) 

Carl Rowan wot bom on August 11,1925 *n 
Ravcnscrof t. Tcnnc*.r,cc. eon of Johnnie Brad¬ 
ford and Thom at Rowan. He married Vlvltr. 
Murphy. He aliended. Ttnne jxre filai* Ur.i- 
vorKlty and War.hburn College. He it an 
alumnus of Obe.-lln C*JIrge (A.B., 1947* *r.u 
Uio University of Mirnor.oia (M.A., 1948). He 
is the author of South of Freedom (1553). 
The Pitiful and thr proud (105C*. Co South 
to Sorrow (1057), Wail till S'U Year (19C0>. 
and So Seed for tinner (IVl* j 

From 1040 until 19GJ. lU*r:\n w... with t:,e 
NinHeuffoli* Tribune a* a copywriter (1948- 
1950) and iui a stail writer (155U-1 Del >. 

From 1961 until 1063. Rowan wu a deputy 
assistant secretary of state for public affairs. 
In that position, he wo* used as a speech 
writer and traveling companion for Vice 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. His majo- 
ochievement for the State Dcjiurtment. how¬ 
ever, was to serve ax the Kennedy Adminis¬ 
tration’s efficient batchetman against Ifwc 
Tshombe of the Congo’s Katanga Province. 
When Tshombe’* anti-Communist regime 
seceded from the rest of the chaotic Congo, 
Rowan branded Tshombe a* an "interna¬ 
tional Uncle Tom” who was nothing more 
than a hand-picked stooge for Belgian 
businessmen. 

In 1963 and 1964, Rowan mas U«S. Am¬ 
bassador to Finland. In 1964 and 1965, he was 
Edward R. Murrow’s successor as director 
of the United States Information Agency. 
While in that position, be travelled to Eu¬ 
rope, promoting Lyndon Johnson’s "bridge 
building” between the United State* and the 
Communist bloc of eastern Europe. He went 
out of his way to assure Communist leaders 
that the United States government had 
placed its permanent seal of approval on 
Europe’s Communist regimes. To an au¬ 
dience In Belgrade. Yugoslavia, Rowan said 
that American* were acutely aware of revolu¬ 
tionary changes sweeping the world, He elab¬ 
orated: "We emphasize that we believe In 
change because we were bom of it. we have 
lived by It, we prospered and grew great by 
it. So the status quo has never been our god 
and we ask no one else to bow down before 
it,** 

In 1965, Rowan resigned his directorship 
and became a columnist for the Chicago 
Daily Sews and Publishers Newspaper Syndi¬ 
cate He is also a regular contributor to 
Reader's Digest magazine and a radio and 
television commentator for the WesUnghouae 
Broadcasting System. 

Throughout his several careers. Rowan has 
demonstrated that be is a liberal and has 
been recognized os ouch by bis peers. He has 
received the Sidney Hillman award for news 
reporting, the Contributions to American 
Democracy award from Rooeevelt University, 
the Golden Ruler award from the Philadel¬ 
phia, Fellowship Commission, the* Liberty 
Bell award from Howard University, the Com¬ 
munications Award in Human Relations from 
the Anti-Defamation League, find the Na¬ 
tional Brotherhood award from the National 
Conference of Christian* and Jews. These 
tributes are almost invariably reserved for 
those who are actively promoting leftist- 
liberal causes. 

When the Kennedy Dynasty discovered the 
value of Negroes* votes and began to place 
Negroes In high government positions, Ro¬ 
wan was one of the show pieces. In 19C2. 
an application for membership to the famous 
Cosmos Club of Washington. D.C.* was sub¬ 
mitted on behalf of Rowan. The application 
was rejected. Within a few days, leading fig¬ 
ures in the Kennedy Administration—many 
of them longtime members of the Cosmos 
Club-—suddenly became color conscious and 
resigned their membership. 
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aV\\:;*Ut J^nrs. executive editor of the 
>v—**' rushed to the dc- 

fi ::-.' v'i C\v:v.o* C^ub oAlcrrs: "I say this 
a pruned political effort in which 
K.r.:.*\tT lore.'* arc trying to make Negro 
g llowan a* a sort of Freedom 
l*--’ A.c National C:ipU:il 0X1 thC Club 

••: have been * member or the line old 
C.ub lor more than 20 years and I 
Lvhexc I can spCAk with some slight knowl¬ 
edge of how it operates. 

"i say that there are people who think 
Carl Rowan :s a bumptious, self-enamored 
And tasteless feLow. 

Ana thai e^nmate completely discounts 
tho color of hi# Ke could tic platinum 

b,o;.d and the people I cm ;hUikUv about 
would si.ll turn thumbs dow:i o:i him. 

"M..:.; a;cr. have been blackballed in np* 
phe..:.e:: for membership by the Cosmos Club 
eoir.unt-.ee. as they have m mos; private 


moil. Because I ngrct k with Mr. Udall’s 
perception of this value revolution and 
the need for channeling thrs concern In 
a constructive way, I insert Mr. UdaU's 
remarks at this point in the Record: 
[From the New York Timen, June 7, ID60J 
The Value Revolution 
(By S-u:wart L. Udollj 
Tliero is a decj>ening awareness that today's 
domestic turbulence U in rtailty a funda¬ 
mental questioning of the value system otf 
American society. 

The protest of the blacks ag^nst the per¬ 
sonal affronts and Indignities of dally life la 
aUc a more general protest against the false 
and frequently Inhuman values of our total 
social system. The widespread student an¬ 
tagonism toward the standards of "the es¬ 
tablishment*' represents an even broader 
disagreement with conventional values. 


clubs. 

'The only or.e I have ever heard of who 
ever rnc.de a public issue of it is this same 
Ci rl Rowan, who is giving every indication 
of Ufcwtsf a professional racist *' 

Row;.:t has the normal prejudices of a 
modem l.zrr..:. He detests political conserva¬ 
tives arc. r.::;i-C;mmunis: investigations. He 
is a siat.rcb. admirer of the United Nations 
.n.d Us Red fce::.’,r;ry. He fancies himself an 
expert or foreign a:;airs but in reality he Is 
no r:.c;e than a parrot;mg apologist for the 
appeasemeni-tcward-Communism policy that 
ha- prevailed for so long In the White House 
and the State Department 

In I 9 c 6 , Rowan was convinced, or a: least 
let his readers think he was convinced, that 
the Soviet Union's leaders were trying very 
hard to effect a peaceful settlement of the 
Vietnam War. 

Rowan has Ion5 championed the idea that 
the Ur r.ci Sca;^ should ir'ike friendly 
overturti to Red China—something which 
would have been done a long time ago. he 
convenes, if only the "purges and inquisi¬ 
tions of the late Sen. Joseph McCarthy'■ had 
nc; had a *:;Jhr.g erect on public debate of 
US. policy toward Red China. (When and 
where th.s alleged stifling took place, Rowan 
has i:e\ cr meiuioncd.) 

One curious facet of Rowan’s work remains 
unexplained. On radio and television and in 
his writings, he is a persistent and dedicated 
defender of win Central Intelligence Agency— 
10 much so tn&t it is not unreasonable to 
•uspcct that hr k; or has been a CIA agent. 


THE VALUE REVOLUTION 


HON. DONALD W. RJEGLE, JR. 

or MICH IGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 1C. 19CD 

Mr. RJEGLE, Mr. Speaker, one of the 
most important ta.sks facing both the in¬ 
dividual citizen and all levels of govern¬ 
ment is coming to grips with the prob¬ 
lem of student unrest and campus disor¬ 
der. We must go far beyond merely re¬ 
acting to the outward manifestation of 
this problem, that Is, with restoring order 
to a riot situation and punishing those 
who destroy property. It is more im- 
ponant that we understand the funda¬ 
mental questions these students are ask¬ 
ing about our value system and the di¬ 
rection ir* which our country is heading. 

I have recently read an article by 
Stewart Udali. former Secretary of the 
Interior, which I think really gets to the 
heart of the transition we are In and to 
the underlying issues of the campus tur¬ 


SOCIAL RENEWAL 

I believe this pervasive and pointed ques¬ 
tioning of values may bring about a shift in 
those ideas and attitudes that ultimately 
shape the nation. In fact, we may already 
be engaged in the most vital sorting out of 
values since 1776. Even our search for the 
roots of failure at the time of the Depression 
was more a questioning of the workability 
of the economic system than a radical search 
for the elements of thorough-going social 
renewal. 

Our contemporary turmoil concerns hu¬ 
man relationships: between the privileged 
and the impoverished, between black and 
white, between parents and children. 

If we honestly believe, as I do, that the 
present young generation is not only the 
best educated, but also the most aware and 
idealistic in our history, we must be re¬ 
sponsive to its causes and complain 1 *. The 
anjer of tne young biacls against the built- 
in inequalities and hypocrisies of "the sys¬ 
tem" legitimately challenges the moral basis 
of the old order. 

If a large proportion of the superior uni¬ 
versity graduates turn their backs on cor¬ 
porate careerism, if many of our most crea¬ 
tive minds are turned o£T by conventionai 
oppprtunlUcs. we should question the in¬ 
centives and concepts that make the system 
For there Is no doubt that the Ocslro to 
merely affluent is yielding to the impulse 
livo in an environment that is life-giving 
and creative. 

If most 0 / our cities and countrysides are 
increasingly unclean and ugly we should be¬ 
gin to reconsider the policies that have made 
them a disordered mess. If technology Is to 
continue Its thrust, then it must be In¬ 
fluenced by social considerations and aspira¬ 
tions—in short, technology must be civilized. 

Tho thing that appalls the new genera¬ 
tion the most. 1 believe, Is the waste endemic 
in American Life: the waste of young tal¬ 
ent; the waste or the contributions the un¬ 
melted minorities could rrmko if wo gave 
them a chance; tho wuaic of tho beauty and 
bounty of a magnificent continent. The stu¬ 
dent protest against the Vietnam policy was 
and is a moralistic protest against waste. 
excesses or was 

With the benefit of hindsight we now re¬ 
alize it is a judgment wiser than Washing¬ 
ton’s—a Judgment that the lives and wealth 
expended were excessive and misdirected, and 
thus demeaned us before mankind. 

We will always need in this country all the 
idealism we can get, particularly from our 
youth, for the idealist Is more sensitive to 
crucial moral issues, more attuned to the 
nonmaveriaiistic opportunities. WhO, indeed 
will pierce our old frauds and follies unless 
fresh minds question the habits and atti¬ 
tudes of the past? 

The value revolution is upon us. It may 
transform our lives. Thoso preoccupied with 
tho selfish scramble for easy wealth, un¬ 


merited advantage and personal ease should 
become accustomed to the well-aimed ar¬ 
rows Of th' se who have contempt for there 
aspects Of American life. 

The value doubters will continue to scorn 
our efforts to define the national Well-being 
solely by Gross National Product, freight- 
cslt loadings, auto production, or the suffi¬ 
ciency of military preparedness. They want 
to ossess (and they are entitled to rai.*;e the 
Issue) what that product is, what the freight 
cars contain, what the relevance of Individ¬ 
ual wheels is to our mats transportation 
needs, how humanism fits Into what can 
never again be a simple logistical measure 
of preparedness. 

The time has come to recognise the worth 
of the value revolution and to encourage it 
toward constructive channels. It can have a 
profound and beneficial Influence on our 
future 11 It causes us to renew our lives, re¬ 
vise our institutions, and reassess our direc¬ 
tions and purposes. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC 
ENERGY MEMBERS SPEAK TO 
NATIONAL COAL ASSOCIATION 


HON. CRAIG HOSSIER 

or csuroaifXA 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday , June 1C. 1969 

Mr. HOSMER. Mr. Speaker, Repre¬ 
sentative John B, Anderson and myself 
had the pleasure of speaking this morn¬ 
ing to the 52d anniversary convention 
of the National Coal Association, Our 
respective speeches follow; 

Nuded: A Puses Toxatt rot tbs Eraser 
Community 

(Remarks by the Honorable John B. Andss- 
aON. Member, Joint Committee on Atomic 
Energy. Before the National Coal Amo* 
elation. Mayflower Hotel, Washington, 
D.C., June IG. 10G2> 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I 
hope it isn't too early in the day to speak 
to you about a serious subjoct. 

I refer to the increasing public opposi¬ 
tion, not a JltUo of it wholly unreasoning, 
to tho construction of all electric power 
plants. The fact that the preponderance of 
this opposition has of late been concen¬ 
trated on nuclear power plants should not 
be of comfort to you. There are those who 
have made efforts to trade upon tho visceral 
public anxieties associated with tho atom, 
and to a certain extent they have succeeded. 
But their temporary success, if you can call 
it that, has had cancerous effects. Unless 
these efforts ore stopped, objective dialogue 
win give way to unrestrained charge and 
countercharge, with effects that are ini- * 
in lea! to all in tho power business. Portray¬ 
ing nuclear plants as bad and electric util¬ 
ity executives as Irresponsible individuals 
intent upon destroying the wonders of sta¬ 
ture Impairs public confidence in the mo¬ 
tivation and integrity of these men In a Way' 
that is harmful to more than nuclear 
power. 

As a result, coal and other fossil-fueled 
plants, hydroelectric project* and pumped 
storage facilities also have encountered 
significant and growing public opposition. I 
regrttOo say that the situation will probably 
continue to deteriorate before it begins to * 
improve. 

It seems that what should be a genuine, 
legitimate and quite understandable con¬ 
cern about the effects on the environment 
of large power plants has been transformed 
in many instances into an insistence on pris¬ 
tine purity that refuse to recognize tbemced 
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Thank you for the kind comments In your letter 
of April 4th regarding my work and the activities of the FBI. 

I have no present thought of retiring, and It is my hope to remain 
In my current position as long as I can be of service to our Nation. 
I am enclosing an article from the March 11th edition of the "Con¬ 
gressional Record" which I hope will be of interest to you. 





With respect to your request, I can assure you that 
no report has been released by this Bureau concerning alleged com¬ 
munist affiliations of Martin Luther King. Information of this nature, 
whether substan t ia t ed or not, cannot be released because of a Depart¬ 
ment of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover Lfi V 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. Tolsoru 



Mr. Cai..-.Iwin_ 

Mr. O-nraii_ 

Mr. Ft-It_ 


Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Ru»en__ 

Mr* Sul J. van_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Roo m 
Mi*s Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


I am a retired Sergeant of Police from St. Louis, 

Mo. (32 yrs service). 

I I have been a constant admirer of you and the fine, 
efficient service your men deliver. 

I can’t recall how long ago it was, but it might be as 
long as a year ago when I read in the Sun-Sentinel Newspaper in 
our area, a report released from your office relative to the 
alleged Dr Martin Luther King which listed a number of activities 
such as attending a school in Russia for subversives and organ¬ 
izations which had as its aims the eventual take over of this 
country by the communists. 

I, and many more people like me are so sick of hearing 
our political leaders and various members of the clergy praising 
this agitator as a great American, when by his well planned 
speeches he urged the Negro anarchists and ignorant followers to 
burn and riot and disregard the laws of this nation. 


Please forgive me if I seem to have been carried away but 
the reason I decided to write was to ask you if it was possible to, as 
a private citizen, get a copy of the statement refered to. 


Thank you for a wonderful job and please don’t retire stay 
in there and continue to fight to preserve the American way of life. 

Very Truly 
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COMMEMORATION OJ^THE DEATH OF 
MARTIN LUTHER “ICING. JR. t 4-4 >69 
"RACIAL MATTERS ~ " 

Recently a resolution memorialising Martin Luther 
King, Jr., mas defeated in the California legislature when 
a state senator depicted.King as an associate of communists. 
Also the Southern Christian Leadership Conference is to launch 
a petition campaign on 4-4-69 to make January 18, King's 
birthday, a national legal holiday. These petitions are to 
be presented to Congress and the President in Washington, D.C., 
on 7-4-69. 


Because of the emotion and controversy surrounding 
King and the activities commemorating his death, the activities 
mentioned above could trigger racial unrest and should be 
closely followed. The Bureau should be advised immediately 
concerning any efforts by city, county, or state governments 
to pass resolutions commemorating or honoring King and a 
letterhead memorandum should follow. The progress of the 
petition campaign should receive similar attention. 
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T oJ son _.- 
D« Loach _ 

Mohr _ 

Bishop --. 

Casper _ 

Callahan _ 

Con rod _ 

Felt_ 

Gale - 

Rosen _ 
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Trotter _ 
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Holmes _ 
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Honorable Karl E. Mandt 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 30510 


i*y 


My dear Senator: 




I have received yo or lette 
enclosing a copy of a letter from JMHHf 
Oldham, Sooth Dakota. 


March 32nd 
Hr of I 




? & 

"I 


While I certainly wish it were possible to r ; v 
t* of assistance, particularly in view of your Interest, 
information concerning the alleged communist affiliations < : . 

^ther substantiated or not, can- v .<>. 1 

* c “ we „ of * of Justice order 

regarding all matters of a confidential nature. For the 
same reason I cannot be of help to your constituent con- <c~ 
cernlng the other individuals she mentioned. __ 


n 


Sincerely yours, 

£<iar 


/ 


/ 

NOTE: Senator Mandt is on the Special Correspondents List and known 
to the Director on a first-name basis. However, since this is a reply 
which may be furnished his constituent, the above salu 
used. Bufiles 
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/ KARL E. MUNDT 

^ MADISON. SOUTH DAKOTA 

R- l» mccauohey 


AffnomiATioMi CoHMrmx 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


ROBERTA VAN SACK 
KWtCUTtVt SECRETARY 


WALTER C. CON A HAN 


^CnHeb -2>1ct{cs Senate 


PORTION RELATIONS COMMITTEE 


GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 


SENATE INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 


ROBERT E. RUDDY 
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT 


March 22, 1969 


Advisory Commission on 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RjLLATTOM* 


pi. t' 1 .-.'-.'. 

herb:; 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director / If q tl)} 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ( ^ 

Department of Justice ' {/ 

Washington, D.C. 


ir //oo3) 


Dear Edgar: 


I am enclosing a xerox copy of a letter vhich I 
have received from a constituent in South Dakota. 


Any information vhich you can send along to me 
vhich I can relay to ay constituent vill be deeply appreciated. 


With best vlshes, I am 


Cordially you 


Karl E. Mandt 
U. S. Senator 
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Oldham, S. D. 
March 3, 1969 


My dear Senator Mundt: 

We have a fe.w " religious” people in our Church 
and community who can do untold damage to a person or persons 
reputation. 


ALl i *, ' ■ -ill l-Q 

HERlI.. ... 

PATE^J.?** ?,Y SMA&olU L 

Hon. Karl Mundt 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 


So that we can state the facts, could you get for me 
information as to whether Martin Luther King (or his wife) were ever 
communists or sympathizers. Also, Dr. F.~A. Schiotz, President 
of the American Lutheran church and Lutheran World Federation 
president. He has also been accused of same. He lives in 
Minneapolis or St. Paul. 

I trust that you could get this information from the 
FBI or refer me to the proper person. We need not use your name 
in setting the record straight, but can say we have the information 
from the FBI. Surely they will accept their word. We ourselves 
have not believed these rumors, but want to speak with authority. 


Sincerely, 
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COMM-F& 


ail infor:.-,",t::-.; contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE P-i^ri BY Sf4AP^ lM. 

(**“7 V 


In reply to the request In your letter of March 18th, 
the FBI has never made, any statement to the effect that Martin 
Luther King was a communist. Information of this nature, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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* NOTE:, Bufiles contain no identifiable information concer ning 
correspondent on basis of available data. 
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Oakland 


New Jersey 
07436 
3-18-69 



Jo7 (t) 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th St. and Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 


all info:;:.:'V'"; obtained 

HEREIN IS UiULASSIFIED 

DATE Y W.il-if** . 


/ k 

I have heard reports about the late civil-rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther lSng and his back ground. It seemed like the F. B. I. 
had investigated him and found him to be associated with many Com¬ 
munist fronts cited by the government. 


If this is so, I would like to have some first-hand facts 
about such an investigation to clarify my thoughts. I would appreciate 
any help. 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



t, THE 1 SENTINEL M NEWSPAPER 
WELLSTON, OHIO 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

b ity 


date: 3/24/69 


ALL INFOfJ?%!*T!ON CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UXLASSif 


To] tor. — 
Dei-oarh 

Mohr _ 

Bishor — 
Caspar — 
Callahan 
Conrad — 

Folt - 

GaJ f- 

Rosef — 
Sullivan - 
Tavel - 


Troltor- 

T*l*. Boom 
Holme* 

Gwidy , .... - 


DATE S.-** * l 


JED 

RY C?>*A&nnM il^ 
t W 4 


H captioned newspaper has written us requesting 
_ Dn submitted by a reader: "By what statute 

and by whose order and authority did the F. B. I. give protection to the late 
Rev. Mar tin Luther~~King?" 

Correspondent indicated that the reply would be used in the 
"Sentry," a question and answer column of the newspaper. 

Our Cincinnati Office has advised that "The Sentinel" is a 
five-day-a-week newspaper at 120 South Pennsylvania Avenue, Wellston, 

Ohio. It has a favorable reputation and is edited and published by Burt B. Mills, 
who along with four others (E., E. Davis, Oak Hill, Ohio; Evan Davis, Oak Hill, 
Ohio; Carl Dalberg, Wellston, Ohio; and Hudson Jeffreys, Ironton, Ohio) owns 
Southeastern Ohio Newspapers, Inc. All of these individuals have good rep- x 
utations and have no derogatory references identifiable in Cincinnati files. 


Bufiles contain nc 
or newspaper owi 



Identifiable 





RECOMMENDATION: 
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reponecuy enjoy good reputations. 

IOO - / OiG )0 


Enclosure 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
lishop - Enclosure 


That the attached letter be appro ved a nd .sent-toi 

\\T-. I BMW 87 1969 
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Tolson — 
DeLooch . 

Mohr _ 

Bivhop — 

Casper _ 

Call oh or. . 
Con rod — 

Ton_ 

Gal#_— 

Rosen — 
Sullivor _ 

T Q*el _ 

Trot*** _ 

Tele. 
Holme 
Gandy 


BfiSPK-J 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF I B Y r/Vj^/wL 

0a7k 


T«ir letter cf March 19th ha* been received 
and I appreciate die Interest which prompted you to write* 

In response to your reader*a question, you 
may use the following reply In the "Sentry" column of your 
newspaper: 

The FCI Is ho investigative, not a 
protective, agency. Personal protection for 
private citizens Is ordinarily the responsibility 
of local law enforcement agencies or of private 
firms hired far that purpose. No assignment 
was ever given the FBI in die personal protec¬ 
tion of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Sincerely yours, 

3 . Edgar Hoover 

1 - Cincinnati - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLoach (detached) 

1 - Mr. Bishop (detached) 

1 - Miss Gandy (detached) 

- i. - - i. 

NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bishop memo dated 3/24/69 captioned 
"The Sentinel** Newspaper, Wellston, Ohio, Request for Information. 1 
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March 13, 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 


Dear Sir: 


ALL INFOR:\ 1 ATIOW CONTAINED 
HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATEa^Jd- BY SftMn^i a. 

bolt* 


In our daily paper, The Sentinel , we have a column called the "Sentry", in which 
our readers may write in questions of interest to them. The following is one such 
question; "By what statute and by whose order and authority did the F. B. I. give 
protection to the late Rev. Martin Luther King?" 


We would anDreeiate any information 
question. Thank you. 


you could give us in order to answer this 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

A 



V 



March >4, 1M9 



/oX<=) 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
. 740 , HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^a-IZ R' gA/Jfrnfc*- 

t»-?< 

Thank you for the most generous comments In your 
letter of March 18th concerning my work end the activities of the 
FBL 



While I would like to be of assistance to you, infor¬ 
mation concerning the alleged communist affiliations of vraVnn 
Lather King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be releaie3~ 
because bf h Department of Justice order regarding all matters of 
a confidential nature. I regret I am unable to be of assistan ce In 
tills instance. 

Iam enclosing some material relating to our work 
in the field of internal security which I hope you will find of interest. 


MAILED 10 

MAR 2 41969 

COMM FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 




Tol son _ 

DeLooch . 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Casper_ 

CalJ ah on „ 
? Conrad _ 

m a= 

Rosen_ 

'-*4^ Sullivan _ 

V't'-'Y" Tave!_ 

Trotter_ 


Tele. Room , 
Holmes 
Gandy __ 


Enclosures (2) 

Director's Testimony 2/23/68 re Communist, Racial and Hate Groups 
Director's Statement 9/18/68 before National Commission on the Causes 


and Prevention of Violence 

> " T 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 


The boys and girls of my Sunday School class are 
studying race relations and the people of leadership involved 
with the effort being made to combine the races in our country. 
At one point in our discussion, Dr. Martin Luther King's name 
was raised in relation to the FBI in a negative sense. I am 
wondering if perhaps there was a report made public on 
Dr. King's association with the Communist Party that I did 
not see. So many rumors get started about people as 
controversial as Dr. King who are also in the public eye. 

In closing, let me say that I, as a taxpaying-citizen, 
am very pleased with our Federal Bureau of Investigation 
under your wise supervision. You are doing, and have done, 
a wonderful job for the people of our country, and I appreciate 
it. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


MR. DELOACH 


S. 


B. 


Donaho 




DATE 3/12/69 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 



Bishop 

Casper 


CalJ oh or. 

Conrad _ 
fell _ 

Gale _ 


Trotter _ 

Tei*. Hoorr 

Hoimes- 

Gand* _ 


Sulu^r . 
T ove}'_ 



subject REQUEST FROM WHITE HOUSE 

FOR INFORMATION * 

/ RE MARTIN LUTHER^ING; and 

FBI GUIDELINES~>0R CLASSIFYING MAIL 


Miss Gertrude Brown, at the White House, 
called at the request of Egil Krogb, to ask that we 
furnish to Mr. Krogh, today if possible, a summary of 
information available concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

She also asked for any information available 
as to the guidelines used by the FBI in classifying 
reports and correspondence. 


/ 
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ADDENDUM, C. D. DE LOACH: 


(f i>7<» 


Ehrlichman has already been sent a brief concerning this matter. 
If the Director agrees, I will tell Ehrlichman that there is a brief 
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In Memoiyj7^i 


There ire impressive arguments to support a 
bill introduced by Congressman John Conyers Jr. 
and 23 associates whirti would make the birthday 
of Dr. Ma rtin Luther rung Jr. on Jan. 15 a legal 
public holiday. The tidal wave of mail which has 
come to Congress in support of this proposal leaves 
no doubt whatever that it would be regarded by 
Negroes all over the United States as a long-desired 
and deserved recognition of the rich contribution 
of their race to American life. That it would gratify 
Negroes is reason enough in itself to assure the 
proposal thoughtful consideration. And apart from 
this, Dr. King holds an indubitable place among 
the great American martyr heroes to whom all 
Americans owe gratitude. 

The trouble with making Dr. King’s birthday a 
legal holiday lies in the fact that, to whatever ex¬ 
tent it might find endorsement among the states, 
tt would add to the rather considerable roster of 
days on which offices, banks, stores, schools and 
governmental functions are already suspended. 
Co yness its elf has power to establish a l egal holi- 
day only in the District of Columbia and for Federal 

e mployes p vervwhere. The individual st ates rMp r. 
mine for themselves whether the holiday should 
be observed within their boundaries. Legal holidays 
have been suggested to commemorate the birth¬ 
days of a number of noted Americans—Jefferson, 
Madison, Jackson, Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt 
among them; but only George Washington’s birth¬ 
day has actually been established as a legal holiday. 
If similar status were accorded all of them, indus¬ 
try, commerce, education and public services would 
be pretty seriously impaired. 

Perhaps a better and more realistic way of pay¬ 
ing tribute to the memory of Dr. King has been 
proposed in the Senate by Senator Brooke and in 
the House by Congressman Farbstein. They advo¬ 
cate a joint resolution urging the President annually 
to declare Jan. 15 Martin Luther King Day —to 
be observed, as Abraham Lincoln’s birthday is 
widely observed, by appropriate voluntary exer¬ 
cises in schools and at public meetings. Certainly it 
would be a more appropriate tribute to Dr. King 
to have students talk about him and his ideas in 
op ep ^chools than to have the schools shut down. 
The aim is a memorial, not merely a holiday. 
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The Washington Post j 
Tiroes Herald_ 


/■ 


The Washington Daily News 7 -_ 
The Evening Star <Wasluhj£on). 
The Sunday Star (Waa^gton)^, 

Daily News (New_ 

Sunday News (New York)_ 

New York Post- 


The New York Times . 
The Sun (Baltimore) _ 

The Daily World- 

The New Leader_ 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer , 
People*s World_ 


Examiner (Washington) 
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ALL IKFCS:.‘f*T'0;i CONTAINED 
HEREIN !0 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATES^/l+L BY SftLHsrJA. 

(# 0 - 71 . 


In reply to your letter of February 28th, I hare 
never made any itatement to the effect that Martin Luther King 
was a member of communist organizations. Information of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice, order regarding all matters of a con¬ 
fidential nature. 


At a press conference on November 16, 1964, I 
made the statement that King was the most notorious liar In the 
country. I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts con¬ 
cerning our Special Agents handling civil fights investigations in 
the South. 


Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover 


! i 
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DeLooch _ 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Cosper_ 

Colldion _ 

Conrad_ 

Fth_ 

Gale -■ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel _ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Room 

Holme*_ 

Gandy_ 


NOTE: Buflles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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February 28 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


a. 


c. 


Our class was recently discussing Martin Luther King Jr. 

A few years ago I recall that you stated Martin Luther King was a member 
of several Communist front organization. Based on your honorable 
reputation 1 hold that this, and another statement in which you called 
him a liar, are true. Would you please verify these statements for me. 
Thank You very much 


Sincerely yours 
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In reply to the inquiries In your letter of Febru¬ 
ary 24th, I have never made any statement to the effect that 
Martin Lather King was a communist. Information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, be released because of a 

Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden- 
fta l nature. 





At a press conference on November 18, 1964, I 
made the statement that King was the most notorious liar in the 
y country. I did so because he bad grossly distorted the facts 

' concerning our Special Agents handling civil rights investlga- 
c' tions in the South. 

UJ 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bu£Lles contain no information concerning correspondent. 
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*OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
^FEDERAL IUREAU OF INVESTI* Jl 
^yNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . - 

Feb. 24, 1969 / 

Syosset, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am w ^hg to you in reference 
t o Martin L. Kine^ I was under the 
impression that he was called a liar 
and he was said to have communistic 
leanings, by you. Are these statements' 
true or do you feel he was the man 
worthy of his praise ? 



MR. ROSEN 
MR. SULLI 
MR. TAVEL 


MR. TROTTER . 
MR. JONES - 


TEL E. ROOM . 


MISS HOLMES - 

MRS. METCALr . 
Ml SB CANDY _ 


Presently my children attend assemblies 
in his honor, write compositions about him and I must 
sit and hear his recordings at a P. T. A. meeting. 

Please write to me as I want to know exactly 
what the F. B. I has on its reports. I feel if these 
statements are true, my children should not honor 
|this man in an American public school. 


Thank you. 
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The Deputy Attorney General 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
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March 3, 1969 



Director, FBI 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

PAPTAT. MATTERS 
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Pursuant to your request on February 28, 1969, a 
copy of a Top Secret document regarding Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was delivered on that date to Mr. Bryce N. Harlow, Special Assistant 
to the President, at the White House. 
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TKIfl Hnrnmftnt 

• ««Mi mi l V 

document forwarded to the President and the Attorney General on 
January 23, 1969. 




NOTE: Deputy Attorney General Kleindienst called Inspector 

Sterling B. Donahoe at 5:50 p. m., 2/28/69. He referred to continuing 

a// rt n 4-V* r» 4 - a«*/\ Krti r» nr m orl A +r» rlnploro ITinor’c hir+hrfau 9 nuHnnal hnlidav. 
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He asked that a summary be prepared concerning the background of King, 
including his immoral behavior, and delivered to Bryce Harlow at the 
White House by Noon, 3/1/69. 

We had already prepared such a document at the Instructions 
of the Director and copies had been sent the President and Attorney General. 
After checking with the Director, Kleindienst was reminded of the prior 

a *vA Af ike CaatoI nohiro rvf iVio matorinl Rp VlP .. 
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would emphasize the classification to Harlow and asked that a copy bp 
delivered directly to Harlow. This was done at 6:30 p.m., 2/28/69, by 
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Dear 


(po7> 


I have received your letter of February 27th. 


While I would like to be of assistance to you. 
Information concerning the alleged communist affiliations of 
Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 

In reply to your other request, this Bureau does 
not have for distribution the type of list you requested; however, 
you may wish to secure a copy of 'Guide to Subversive Organisa¬ 
tions and Publications," prepared and released by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, now known as the House 
Committee on Internal Security. Hi it are listed some of the 
groups and periodicals which have been cited by various state and 
Federal agencies, and a copy of it can be purchased for seventy 
cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. Checks or money orders should 
be drawn payable to the superintendent of Documents. C. O, D. 
orders will not be accepted. .>• 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoove* 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent 
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Febru\^i 27, 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 


It has come to my attention that there is t. movement throughout 
our nation, and in fact, a bill has been introduced in Congress)to 
■eke January 15, a national holiday in honor of Martin Lutherlting. 

I recall seeing a picture published by the FBI of Mr. King 
attending communist training classes somewhere in the South. I also 
have in mind Congressman Ashbrook'a remarks of 10/4/67-Congressional 
Record-saying that llr. King is the one man in this decade who has done 
the most to promote and help communism in our country. 


If this is so this man does not deserve to be honored by our 
country. Can you verify or deny these facts? What are the facts of 
Mr. King and his relationship with subversive activities in the United 
States? 


I 


I would also like a list of SDeclalized publications dealing with 
subversive activities in the United States and where I may obtain a 
subscription. 

I am quite concerned with the way things are going in this 
country. I feel I had better try to help my country. I must become 
better informed of the true facts of life here in the United States. 

Any assistance you can give me will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 
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Dear 
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In reply to the inquiries in your letter of Febru¬ 
ary 21st, I have never made any statement to the effect that 

Martin Luther King was a communist* Information of this nature, 

♦ 

whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden¬ 


tial nature. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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Midland, Texas 79701 
February 21, 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


* » 1 urrr 
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Gentlemen, 


WBsMrifft.nn r> C\. «. t inTi". ' r l fllMF.D 

--o-» - 

• icnr;?: . 

« mon » /• v sl - \ A** 

C 0 d 

In a recent heated discussion with an acquaintance of mine 


he claimed that he had information that the late J.'artin Luther 
*-"fcin5 was a Communist. When I questioned the veracity of his 
statement he referred me to your organization. He indicated 

f 

that you had released information and would upon request send 
excerpts from Dr. King’s personal file. I am embarrased to 
ask you do this as I feel that my friend was mistaken, but in 
fairness to him I am taking the time to write and ask you if 
you have ever forwarded any information of this sort to any 
private individual and if so would you as my friend indicated 
forward such information to me. 


Fay I thank you in advance for your time in reading this 
letter and in sending a prompt response. 




Sincerely 
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ebruary 24, 1969 


tT($) 


Gladstone, Missouri 


Dearj 




v J&f 




I have received your letter of February 14th and 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. 

In response to your inquiries as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden¬ 
tial nature. 

As to your question about Stokely Carmichael, the 
FBI is strictly an Investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not determine whether prosecutive action will be 
undertaken in any situation. Such decisions concerning violations 
of Federal law are within the province of the Attorney General. 
Voluminous data relative to Carmichael have been furnished to the 
Attorney General for his consideration, and you may wish to con¬ 
tact him. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information concerning correspondent. 
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February 14, 1969 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am puzzled and confused! Shortly before the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, I watched the Joe Pyne Show on television when 
he had as guest a Negro woman who had been a counter spy for the FBI. 

I have forgotten her name but she had been working with the civil 
rights movement in Chicago and perhaDS other cities and had written a 
book on her experiences. She seemed to be a wonderful person- a good, 
honest Christian woman and a patriotic citizen of this country. Just 
before the interview was over, Joe Pyne asked her directly if Martin 
Luther King was a communist and she answered him by saying, "Yes, he is. 



Now, my question is this: If Mart ip Luther Ky.^ e was a communist, and 
he surely must have been, why doesn't the Federal Government let the 
public know the truth about him? I am thoroughly disgusted with all 
the eulogizing and praise showered upon this man! I've even read that 
pressure is being exercised by certain groups to make his birthday a 
National holiday! And something just as offensive, I read sometime 
ago that a postage stamp is to be issued in his honor! Under the cir¬ 
cumstances, how could the leadership of the United States Government 
disgrace the citizens of this country by honoring a communist in this 
way? There are still many patriotic citizens who should be honored! 

In my opinion and it is the opinion of many other persons with «hom 
I’ve discussed this, that Martin Luther King, Jr. stirred up more 
trouble between the races in this country than any other man. He 
claimed to be preaching nonviolence, when every word he uttered on 
television was of a violent nature and his eyes revealed the hatred 
he held in his heart! He claimed to be a preacher of the gospel, but 
the Bible I know doesn't teach hate! Will you please write and tell 
me why this man, a traitor to his country, is being so highly praised 
by some of the leadership? I'm fed up with 

_C- So /** 

I would also like to know why the Stokely Ca 

in prison? I didn't know that our Constitution and Bill of Riehts 
bad such wide coverage! Thank you for a renly. 
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Thank you for your kind comments In your letter 
of February 14th. While I wish It were possible to be of assist¬ 
ance to you. Information contained in our files must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I am sorry I am unable to furnish the data you are 
seeking. 

Sincerely yours, 

J^Bdgp^ Boovuf 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Title and address 
per telephone directory. 
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Feb. 11*, 1969 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Just want te thank yeu for your life and pray 
Oed will centinue te use yeu in this country of ours 
to make it a better place to live. 

I need some information concemir* the late Dr. 

n 

Martin Luther King. I am a minister of the Christian 
Church here at Newbern and fill that Mr. King was far 
from being a Christian and did exactlly what the 
cerrmmist wanted him to do. Please send me what you 
can concerning his activity as a communist and bill 
me for the material. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINu) sincerely yours, 
'IEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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February 7, 1969 



Tour letter of February 3rd has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, information concerning 
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

I regret I am unable to be of help to you. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Dear Sir, 


lo 7 (C, 


Feb. 3rd, 1969 

■nM~ 


(-f 


I am a sophomore College, and would like 

information regarding Martin Luthe^^Hn^being a communist. 

Believe me, its not to start a big college uproar, as 
Ladycliff is a small girls college with approximately 450 students. 

I need the information for an oral report I have to give 
in a few weeks. I would appreciate pictures if you have any. 

If you cannot help me I’d appreciate it, if you told me 
someone who could. 


Thank You, 
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, North Dakota 58267 


have received the letter of February 4th from you 



In reply to your Inquiry, Information concerning the 
alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yoors, 


ALL INFORMATION CONJWNU 1 

herein is unclassified 
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Northwood, North Dakota 
February 4, 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Our Present Day Problems class in school is doing some research 
on recent occurrences. Our research topic is concerned with the late 
Dr. Marti n Luther^fcing- Junior* 

There have been many rumors concerning the fact that Dr. King 
had been affiliated with Communist action. Certain organizations 
such as the John Birch Society, have definitely stated his membership 
with the Communist Party. « 

It had also been stated that through his non-violent actions 
he ias used by the Coramhnist Party. Do you have any information 
which would prove or disorove this statement? 

We shall greatly appreciate any assistance you may be able to 
give us. 

Thank you for your help and cooperation. 




P. S. Would you please send any inofrmation you may have to the 
following address: 

Northwood, North Dakota 5^26? 
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The Attorney General 


IN CONMINI 

asshiedI/ 


February 5, 1969 


Director, FBI 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


1 - Mr. C. D. 

DeLoach 

1 - Mr. W. C. 

Sullivan 

1 - Mr. T. E. 

Bishop 

1 - Mr. D. J. 

Brennan 

1 - Mr. G. C. 

Moore 

1 - Mr. Glass 



A source of this Bureau who has furnished reliable^/ 
Information in the past has advised that Mrs. Coretta King, rJi-- 
widow of the late Martin Luther King, Jr., planned to call rf/y 

* jthe President to discuss with him a proposed memorial cent^f^ 
j^ScOTuaemorating Martin Luther King, Jr. 

|Mi v>i§ Stanley David Levison, an advisor to Mrs. King, 

O' * ' jhas suggested that Mrs. King would not want to place herself 
j^i'ae ; under any obligation by asking the President for help but 

• a. I suggested that she take the approach that it is not a 

C/V J j £ • question of asking the President for a favor but rather 
c ^ :$o that the Federal Government owes it to the Negro to & 
i' * establish such a memorial. L 
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The above information is being furnished to 
Dr. Kissinger st the White U_y^ , /d (,C 70 33C V 
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The Attorney General 
HOTE: 




Classified "Secret" as It contains data fro* 
sensitive sources and unauthorized disclosure of this 
information might jeopardize these sources and be , , 
prejudicial to national defense interests. LA" 
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*n IWORMAT'Cft CONTAlUtD 


Your letter was received on January 27th. 


In reply to your inquiries, information concerning the 
* alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub¬ 

stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. For 
this same reason, I am unable to comment cm the article you men¬ 
tioned. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J~ EdgiFHoovef 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. The 
only references to "The Sword of the Lord” are prior to 1957 and show:it 
was published In Wheaton, Illinois, at that time. 
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Waynesville, N.C. 
28786 


Director of The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
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Dear sir; 

— - - 0 - ^ » <r ,r _ 

v<rj+ 

The purpose of this letter is gbout a recent article I 
read in a paper about the late Martin Luther King. In the paper he 
personally was not accused of being a communist but being surrounded 
by them in his organization and accepting money from thjm. Is this 
true? If so, why is not the public informed of this. 


L 


I believe in equality for all persons, but if a person is 
a communist or deals with them and exerts the influence he did then ( 
the public should be informed of his shady background. 

The President of The United States ordered all flags to 
be flown at all places including Western Germany where I was stationed 
with the Army thinking that I was fighting for freedom and against 
communism at half mast. I would hate to think that our flag which has 
flown over many men who have fought and died against communism be 
flown at half mast for a man who sympathized with these very ideals! 


I hope that we the people of the United States are not 
being kept from the truth in such matters as these. If we are then we 
need a change in this policy. 

The paper I am referring to is The Sword of the Lord 
which is printed in Murfreesboro, Tenn. The article was by Dr. Tom 
Anderson. 


r C 

Kp'j 


. i ^ 

HC 


Could you please enlighted me on this matter. Thank you 
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UNITED STATES G NMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. W, C. Sullivan 


date 1-22-69 



from Mr. G. C. Moore^£^ % r ~ 

MARTIN LUTHER < "KING, JR. NlA- rJul^UHClAS^^S U A 1 _- 

RACIAL MATTERS 

This is to transmit attached document regarding t t 

communist influence on Martin Luther King, Jr., to the . All- 
President and the Attorney General. [L (pf*' { 
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Memorandum dated January 17, 1969, from 




Mr. G. C. Moore to Mr. W, C. Sullivan recommended attached 
document be furnished the President and the Attorney General 
I on January 23, 1969. The Director approved. 

In view of the sensitivity of the attached document, 
it is felt most appropriate to have the letter to the President 
and its enclosure delivered to Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Adviso/\ (f\ 
to the President for National Security Affairs, in order that \l\/ 
Kissinger can bring it to the President's personal attentioryl IAj 
We have already established liaison with members of Jy 

Dr. Kissinger's staff and our Liaison Section will deliver/^ 
this letter. J 

ACTION : 

1. If you approve, attached letter and its enclosure 
will be delivered, to Dr. Kissinger by tl>e Liaison Section. 

/<? /t*-’ - »--v ■ if x i/J * J 

2. The attached letter to the Attorney General and 
its enclosure will be forwarded to the Attorney General, ^ 

/'vt* ciL^rx*- *£. 

Enclosures (4) ^ ‘\ isrSdu .L* - L _ * 

x. ? x nJyTsJ ss*i7*-35 L - 

TJD:sd (7) y r r _ .11/7 'MlX > * ✓ , 


TJD:sd (7) y 
P 

1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. E, Bishop 
1 - Mr. D. J. Brennan 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 

K Z {ten?* J* Deakin 

• 54 ^ 7-1963 
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K/NG STAfOE~ 
IS PLANNED?/' 
AT CATHEDRAL 

A statue of Jh$ Re v. Dr 
Martin LutherlGng ^3r. the 
Mm Negro civil rights lead¬ 
er, will be placed in the nave 
of Washington Cathedral 
alongside some 90 others in 
a aeries of “great Christ 
tian^ " r 

The Very Rev. Francis B. 
Sayre Jr., dean of the cathe¬ 
dral, said in Ms announce¬ 
ment that the carved like¬ 
ness will he 90 inches tall 
and will cost about 12,500. 
The statue will be the first 
of a Negro to be mcluded in 
the series. About a dozen 
statues already are in place, 
including reformers John 
Calvin and Martin Luther. 

A cathedral spokesman 
said the decision to create 
the statue came in response 
to a request by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 

.a*, tk.t j'/uL l:.^l 

cute turn niug i wui UUTUt- 

day, which would have been 
Wednesday, be honored by 
the nation’s churches. King 
preached his last formal ser- 
sion in the cathedral the 
week before his death last 
April 4. 

The stone carving will be 
.fashioned from a plaster 
cast to be designed by Coi. 
carl Bush, cathedral sculp* 
tor-in-residence. The work 
will begin when donations to 
cover the cost have been re¬ 
ceived, the spokesman said. 
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The Washington Dajty News_ _ 

The Evening Star/Washingup) 
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Daily News(^ew York)_ 

Sunday NeWs (New York)_ 

New York Post_ 


The New York Times , 
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The Daily World_ 
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ine Wail Street journal 
The National Observer _ 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Hz. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

January 23, 1969 
1 - Hr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. Deakin 

BY LIAISON 


CLASSIFIED AND ^ 

„ .. t EXTEIiDEEkBY - - J . , 

The President tJhhV/Qwi v^-iUN j , 

The White House f-LltojK, \\a/.\ .. f\. 

Washington, D. C. DAT/ CF it/uv; FSH^"\ jf 

DE/LAS SiF,CAT10N. -7TT-. 

Dear Mr. President: . 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
founded by Martin Luthe/King, Jr., held demonstrations 
on January 15, 1969, King's birthday, urging that his 
birthday be made a national holiday. Reverend Ralph D. 
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, has advocated national holiday status for 
King's birthday, according to press accounts. 


Christian Leadership Conference, 


l'/ 

Mi 


In iH aw nf *M 


i» there is enclosed e document 


regarding the communist influence on King during his 
career ,and his highly immoral personal behavior. For your * ^5- 

Information, a copy of this document Is also being furnished 
?to* th^Attorney General. ^\ ‘ '* 


- y 


Sincerely yours. 
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The President 


NOTE: 


letter end in the enclosure, if disclosed, could compromise 
Informants and Jeopardise the national security. The 
Director Approved memorandum Mr. C. C, Moore to Mr. V. C. 
Sullivan dated 1-17-69, captioned Martin Luther King, Jr., 
recommending enclosed document be sent to the President 
and the Attorney General. See memorandum Mr. G. C. Moore 
to Mr. W. C, Sullivan dated 1-22-69, captioned Martin Luther 
King, Jr., prepared by TJD:sd. 
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I I Report 
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Memorandum 
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ry, Ohio 45846 


CONTAINED 



ALL I 

herein is j; Classified 

DATE 3 - 1 3 -tf 

6o76 


Your letter of December 26th inquiring about 


the activities of Martin Luther King has been received. While 

t 

1 certainly wish it were possible to be of assistance to you, 
information contained in our files must be maintained as 
confidential In accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I am sorry I am unable to furnish the data you are 
seeking. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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Dec 26, 1968 


FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

„ .. ^_ 1 would like to have some information on Mr. Martin 

^Lu ther King, I would like to know what kind of man he was,good or 
oza. roil “can’t believe what you read, some say he is good and 
other's say his bad. What is the truth ? 


Thank You 


/s/ 



Fort Recovery, Ohio 
45846 
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Dear 


In reply to the inquiry in your letter of Decern* 


CO 
CD 
m cn 


2 « 


ber 12th regarding the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
King, Information of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot 

9 

be released because of a Department of Justice order concerning all 

matters of a confidential nature. 

. Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

I 

1 NOTE: Bufiles disclose previous outgoing to Dunn e-10/25/68 regarding 
i violence. We sent him Directors testimony before the National Comn^ 
bn the Causes and Prevention of Violence. Bufiles further disclosa^Hi 
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12/12/68 


Mr. Edgar Hoover, 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover- 


ALL INFORMATION CO "V"'” 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSire 

0ATE^visv_BY5^J ft, ijC 

(,*70 

A couple of years ago there was a rumor thru out this 
area that Martin LutheiHfang Jr was a communist and attended a com¬ 
munist school in Tennesee, as did Stokely Carmichael. Does your 
office have such information? Can you imagine a catholic church here 
placing a black marble figure of King on a pedestal in a Chicago Church, 
where the assistant pastor is black and in a spot light. This black priest 
wants to have Martin Luther King canonized) 

Respectfully — 

bTty 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


O Deleted under exemption(s) _ 

materia! available for release to you. 


with no segregable 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


O Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

____as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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□ For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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.ckson, Tennessee 
December 3» I960 


37055 


Department of Justice Building 

U/ ft a U4 Mnfnn T r* 

n o. o 1AX11 w w 11 • w • 


Gentlemen: 

As a citizen I am very concerned about the racial strife 
which is, tearing the nation apart. The beloved Rev! Martin*~ 
Lathe racing gave his life to bring racial peace' and justice"" 
tu our land. I supported and respected him more than mere 
words can express. But I hear persistant rumors that Rev. 

K 1 f? tffi O d mdmken r\ -f* Un » 1 _ J. n_ j_ _ ^ . . 

«. luvmuwi wx uuu wiumuuisb ittrty. 1 nave DOOR 

told recently that the FBI files prove this claim. I wish 
you could help me by giving me information about this. If 
you can’t help me please tell me where I can get such in¬ 
formation. Your efforts will mean much to me. 


kn(<^ 



CKSon, Tennessee 37055 
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Respectfully, 
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Department of Justice Building 
Washington D. C. 20025 


NOTICE: FBI DIVISION 
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Tour letter of Nor ember list concerning the activi- 


ties of Martin Lather King has been received. While I certainly 
vlsh it were possible to be of assistance to you, information con¬ 
tained in oar files mast be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of .the Department of Justice. I am so rry X am 
unable to furnish the data you are seeking. 


Sincerely yours. 


J - Edgar Hoover 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record 


^correspondent. 
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California ^0A7 t 

November 21, 1968 


J>70O 


iU^jAn^i-Hu i kL/UiTXiit jjU a.Ia»U 

*r. «). Edgar hoover 

federal .bureau of Investigation 

Washington D.C. 


All information contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF 3- 73 Art BY Sflf. U2mfjL 


Dear Sir: 

ky purpose in writing to you is to obtain accurate 
information concerning the activities of tne late fartin 
I.utheh^ing. 


This information is to be used in a high school 

class report. It is my understanding tnat tne i.E.I. has 

such accurate and revealing, indisputable evidence concerning 
his activities which contrast greatly to the saintly person 

he claimed to be. 

I would appreciate any information you could send me. 


r 


Very truly yours. 




November 14, 1M8 
AIRMAIL 



/0 0 - 10 u 10 


g£i3 



In reply to your inquiries, Information con¬ 
cerning the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Lu the r 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regardiiy all nut¬ 
ters of a confidential nature* For the same reason, I am 
anable to answer your other questions about him. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovdf 


1 - Manila - Enclosure 
1 - Foreign Liaison Unit - Enclosure 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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The Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
WASHI lfVTOH. D. C. 


November 1968 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

^uite recently a highly respected Methodist 
, , clergyman obtained a tape recording of what purports to be the last 
puDiic address given by M artin uuthe/'Ki ng. usually king 1 b held up as"a 
martyr to the cause of Improving the lot of negroes in the States, 
for myself, I believe he. King, was a fellow traveller, who had outlived hi 
use to International Communism, and so was disposed of. 

now, in order that I may take some effective steps through the Church Press, 
will you please advise me: , ’ 


1. have you any clear proof of K,ng’ e link with C p mmunlsm? ' 

2. Djd he, Kj n g, pay any visits to Russia as the guest of the Russian Govt? 

3. while he preached non violence, wherever he went, violence erupted. 

Is this a statement of fact?, _ 

4. was K‘^'8 influence on the body Politic beneficial pr otherwise? 

I might say that I n m the eldest surviving gt. gt. gt. Grandson of C 0 1 

alde 4 Secretary to G^Vrai flAsJiJngfcon, 1773-83. 

I am an American Citizen, though all my life has been lived in A^ atrall a. 

I served In the 1st. A. I. F. and was injured by shell blast at the Battle 
or H 8 mel, 4/7/18. I am now too paralysed to move out of my chair. 


yourB sincerely. 


;.. ,;u) 
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November 15, 1058 




I have received 7oar letter of November 11th. 

While I would like to be of assistance to joa, 
information concerning the alleged communist affiliations of 
Martin Lather King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 1 regret X am unable to 
be of help in this instance. 




Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hooter 


m i AvifV' 

huL '.'<1 . 

HERciH • , 

DAI ■.WMbUL 


NOTE: Buflles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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WAKEFIELD, N. H. 03888 

November 11, 1968 


Mr, J, Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 

Sir: 


A surprising number of people in New Hampshire say, 
( ^P^ntly believe, that the late Dr. Martin Lutter 

.Ling.was a Communist. The New Hampshire paper, the- 

Manchester Union , just this week Included slurs against 

Dr. Ling using most "un-journalistic" objectionable 
language. 

1 understand the F. B. I. investigated these 
charges. Can you tell me if you have discovered he was 
or was not a Communist? I would be most grateful 
indeed for a reply. 









ta NOV 15 1968 
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November 7, 1968 






ST-115 



I received your letter on November 4th and vant 
to thank you for your kind comments. 

In response to your Inquiries, I can assure you 
that I have never made any such statement as the one attributed 
to me in your letter. 


* 


VQ' 

V: '•/ 

* , 'r 'jt 




At a press conference on November 18, 1964, 1 
made the statement that Martin Luther ^Kinp was the most notorious 
liar In the country. I did so because he had grossly distorted 
the facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil rights 
investigations In the South. It is not possible for me to comment 
further inasmuch as information in our files must remain con¬ 
fidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. 




Sincerely you rs . 



tk 
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I would like all the information that you have concern¬ 
ing the life of Martin Luther King. I would like any information you 
have regarding his birth, early school and family years, whether he 
has a police record and his activities in Civil Right movements. About 
the Civil Rights movement, was he connected privalty with any commu¬ 
nist or miliant group, black or white in this country or any other country. 


T wAitl/1 1 ibo frv Irnrrtij tirhoro Via 1 aH m n 

x TV VUXU XJJCV^- IVitW TT fTUOA V 11V/ * vv* j 1 m A 


c onrl if VViaqa morphoe ViimoH 


into riots. I would like to know if the statement I read in the paper is 
true and if it is what caused J. Eger Hoover to say them: 

"Mr. King had" been saying bad things about the way the 
| FBI had treated the civil rights movenent, but Mr. Hoover said if he 
didn't shut up about the FBI, he would bring everything he knew about 
King out in the open and let the people see what type of person he really 


ft r . What were the things Mr. Hoover had against him, a 

/frtf.'.'uj' { comminst, a person who would overthrow the U.S. or what. 

I know a lot of this might be secret, but I need it to do 
a research on Dr. King, and need this information. 


b -719 


enior a^Brookvule High School 
Lynchburg Va. 


Mr. Hoover, I respect you as a police officer very much and think 
that this country needs more people, like you. 


ynchburg Virginia 
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In reply to the Inquiry in your letter at October 28th 

concerning Martin LctherK lng^ information in the files of the FBI 

♦ 

must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 

> 

Department of Justice. I regret I cannot be of help to you. 





Tojson 
DeLooch _ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop . 

Casper _ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad_ 

Fell _ 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tovel _ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Reee 
Holme**, ; 
Gandy _1_ 


Sincerely yours, 

I Edgar Hoover 
» * 


WlufOCwii,).; CJ. iTfilNEu 

herein is unclassified 

DATElu*±l BYS&L&afc 


NOTE: On basis of available data, correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bureau flies. 


£o“7> 


FMG:cam^ 

cP 


(3) 


* 


t 




MAIL ROC^ 


£5 


Mi 


TELETYPE UNIT 


□ 




0 


KV-j r y 
*•:/**. . 


OCTOBER 28, 1*68 


Pi'AR GIRd, 


If possible would you please send me Pr. M.L.Klng 'i 
police record. 1 need the information for some 
research I am doing on hi 3__l_ife_t_ would you p lease .0 
send the information to 


b7(tj 


31IIIJG , UIClilGAl 
48433 

ThaniwYou. 


wro-iv CUW7 AtM£0 

HERd,\ IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEaj^BYS^j^. 
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November 6, 1968 
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ALL iNFU.'.” . STAINED 
HEREIN ii ’j;.; JiSSIFIED 


6o7t- 


I have received your letter of October 80th and Its 

enclosure. 


In reply to your inquiries, I have never made any 
statement to the effect that Martin Lather King was a communist. 
Information of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot 
be released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 



At a press conference on November 18, 1964, I made 
the statement that King was the most notorious liar In the country. 

I did so because he had grossly distorted the facta concerning our 
Special Agents handling civil rights investigations in the South. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 







To) son _ 

DeLoach . 

Mohr - 

Bishop — 

Casper _ 

Ccllahan , 
Conrod_ 


NOTE: Base 
concerning® 
envelope wnx! 

FMGrrlf 

(3) , 




data Bufiles contain no identifiable information 
f Her enclosure is a self-addressed, stamped 
lized in return. 


GaJe — 
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Sullivan 
Tave) _ 
T rotter . 
Teie.^r 

Good/ ' 
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l: irk wood, October 3b, 1*JD. 


I'r. Ei c ar Hoover 

federal rurtau of Invetti.&tion 

Washington, L. C. 


bear Kr. Hoover: 


II 


-*.e ot..^ 


t:.er b<^& 1& dy friend cl rine cuoted you tayin^. 


trat hart in Luther Ki>. 


Kafc 0 commni fct a nl a liar . Kindly 
let :,e know, if this <rs -our opinion and why and ple^e 


icr ive •:e for loth-rin 


>o with 


' C l * B ^ . i < 


‘i ti j ; . 
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lour-fc v c ry truly 
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DeLoach . 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Casper _ 
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Gal* _ 


r 

u 


* 

V 


> 


October 29 
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tamoras, Pennsylvania 1833 



Dear 



All i;. , f 
HEREih 

"ATE Q 


I have received your letter of October 
want to thank you for your kind remarks regarding m 
tration of the FBL 


, 1968 


u;*lE>.V*T 




GO; .’TAILED 

t3Si n 


RED 

31st and 
adminis- 




In reply to your inquiry about the activities of 
Martin Luther King, Information in our files must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I regret I am unable to furnish the data you are seek¬ 
ing. 

, 

I did make the statement that Martin Luther King 
was the most notorious liar in the country at a press conference 
on November 18, 1964. I did so because he had grossly distorted 
the facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil rights inves¬ 
tigations in the South. 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar HoovW 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information concerning ^ 
The individuals named in his letter were not searched for purpose 
answering his letter. 



Roier. _ 

SuJlivon . 

TaveJ 

Tele. _CX /sJ 

Holmes J 
Gapdy J 
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Matamoras, Pennsylvania,^18336. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, (Director) 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wasnington, D.C .^20535. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS L!!!C'..V:;F!F' 


October 21st,196d. 




Mr. Tolson 

Mr. L>?!ajkcu 

M 
M 

M 

Mr. C4 !i;i!-Um 
Mr. Coniavi ... 

Mr. F'H . 

Mr. G.: 

Mr. It *rn . 

Mr. 

Mr. T&v-i_ 

Mr. lit U r.__ 

Tele. Iteum_ 

Miss L ...its_ 

Miss Gandy_ 



Dear Mr. Hoover; 


I’m writing this letter to ascertain if it was 
possible to ootuin from your office some literature l£>vailable 
pertaining to the Uo*us Operandi of Dr. Martin Luther ting, Jr* 
nor deceased who was alleged to be 5ne of the leaders of the Uivll 
higr.ts .aovenent. In my personal opinion, he was an Impostor and a 
oon-iia-i whereDy tne records of nis activities speak for themselves. 
Itrras nis philosophy that he nad the rlgnt to disobey any law ne 
tnoug.it was evil or unjust. 





T.'nat prompted this letter was I have a Son Ip 

attending high school in this area, and one of tne teachers duri.i: 
tne course of study is brain-washing the students by placing Mr. 

King on a pedestal to idealize him as a great man, which Is an 
insult to my intelligence, here ia a man performing under the 
guise of .son-violence when he actually advocated Violence, someboc, 
was goofing when he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prizein 1964, 

As a matter of fact on Nov. ltsth,of the same year you called Ur. 

King "The most notorious liar in the country”. 

While on the subject another thing that infuriated 
me recently prior to the Democratic National Convention in Chicagc^, 

Ill., Senator Eugene J. McCarthy Issued a statement to the effect 
if he were elected President one of the first official acts he wo 
perform in office would be to fire Mr. J. Edgar Hoover-. It is my 
personal opinion he could'nt hold a patch on Mr. Hoovers pants, 
here is a man holding one of the most important jobs in the nation 
for almost the past half century as Director of tne Federal Bureau j 

of Investigation and has performed some of the most outstanding 
and unheraled feats for the benefit of our country, and his organi¬ 
zation is second to none througnout the world, and he is one of the 
most dedicated men in nigh government office today, fne records 
sneat: for tnemselves. cry nr, . . „ . , , s 

EX 110 KW /00~/c U 70' ?JCu ; 

I'm now retired from the City of New York Police fC 
i>e partment since Sept. 1961, of which I was a member for a period 
of thirty five years, and during that whole time was assigned to 
the 2dtn Precinot, West 12ird Street Station House, looatefl in 
Blade Harlem and during that period of time had come in contact 
and ooserved the whole method of operation there, including many 
pnonies only to mention a few, Marcus G-arvey, Julian the "Black 
Eagle", Madam t.t. Clair, Father Devine and Daddy Graca. But also 

naa tne pleasure of doing ousiness with some good blac k people. _ „ 

tiiers also only te mention a few. “ 

, OCT 1968 
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Bill "Bojangles" (\oinson, (dancer), Dr. Mar si, jtl Ross, li.D., 

Dr. Louis '.'/right, M.D., Dr. Lash, DDB. Congressman Adam Claj'-ton 
Powell, Jr., Father who during them times was the head of the 
Abyssinia 3aptist Church, Kina Hue UcKenney.(dancer A singer) and 
her Mother u Futner, Mr. Handy,(song writer), Hr. Randolph, Pres., 
sleeping pulkian porters union, Hr. Hadison, Father Devines lawyer 
and Sugar Ray Robinson. Tnere was also some good times at tae Old 
Lafayette Theatre, 7th Ave., 6c 132nd St., Rockland Palace formerly 
Manhattan Casino, 8th Ave. L 155th,St.,Eddie Smalls Old Paradise 
7th Ave.6c 135th,St. Renaissance Casino 6c Savoy Ballroom, Old Cotton 
Club on Lenox Ave., Commonwealth S.C., TillyAs Kitchen on Lenox 
Ave., an* tne Old Polo Grounds, 8th Ave. ,6c 155th St. 

In the late 1920’s you were able to perform polioe duties 
without any interference from politics, I was able to control my 
post which extended on Lenox Ave.,from 127th to 130tn Street’s, from 
1926 till 1933 and during said period of time the end of the Night¬ 
stick was respected by the community in those day’s. However the 
coming into power in the early 1930*s of President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Mayor Fiorello LaGuardlu and Congressman Vito Marckntonia, 
Things then started to change rapidly, the power of inforcing the 
law was steadly being removed from the police, and I could them see 
the handwriting on the wall for the end of Law & Order in our City 
and for that matter throughout the country. 

I was promoted to the Detective Bureau in 1933 and remained 
in the same Precinct, The first Harlem Riot occurred March 19th,1935 
and the second Riot on Aug.1st,1943, them ware dark days in Harlem, 

I was present and participated in both Riots and from n$r investigation 
of same it disclosed that the Riots were not spontaneous but a planned 
and manipulated conspiracy and was precipitated by masses of black 
male it female persons who resorted to violence, destruction of property 
and looting of hundreds of stores on both occasions, and the losses 
and damages run into the millions of dollars. Including the loss of 
lives and personal injuries. 

The both local newspapers namely the Amsterdam News and the 
Pittsburgh Courier have records pertaining to all the incidents and 
they speak for themselves. 


And from my thirty flveeyears experience as a polioe officer 
in Black Harlan, it is my contention that if the power is not reverted 
back to the use of the Night-stick which is the only language that 
eertain elements understand, (with no strings attached), and abolish 
minority appeasement, this nation will fall into CHAOS. 

One of our greatest Presidents namely Theodore Roosevelt, 
his philosophy was "Speak softly and carry a big stick". Aruj one of 
our greatest Police Commissioners namely Brover Whelan, his philosophy 
was "Tne law is at the end of the Night-stick". 

So if you would be so kind to forgive me blowing my top 
as a result of the incidents mentioned above, I would greatly appreciate 
any literature relative to Mr. King if it is available. 


Wishing you the best of health and good luck for many more 
years to come. 


spectfullj 
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Your letter, with enclosures, was received on October 14th, 
and 1 want to thank you for your very favorable comments concerning my 
administration of this Bureau. >_■ 


♦ 

Although 1 would like to be of assistance concerning your 
inquiry, information contained in our files must be maintained as con¬ 
fidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. I 
regret t am unable to furnish the data you are seeking. 



Since you may wish to keep your Father's letter and 
em to you. 

Sincerely yours. 


wailed enclosure, I am returning them to you. 

OCT 161968 

J. Edgar 




Enclosures (2) 


NOTE: Bufiles contain one reference to correspondent as the destination 
address of a Cuban coming to America in 1966. v . 
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PERRYTON, TEXAS 79070 



October 9, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


First f let me tell you of my personal admiration for you and 
the fine work you have done for many years. You have been 
"Mr. F.B.I." my entire life! 

Enclosed please find a letter from my father, who has been a 
fearful man for many years, and who is certain that we are 
about to be taken over by the Communists. Also, please 
find a post card he sent m^Vecently, with the supposed 
evidence that Martin Luther-fting was secretly working with 
and for Communists^ 


I am simply interested in anything you would be able to tell M 
me about this supposed school for the training of Communists l» 
in our country. I am not willing to believe hearsay, but 
only want the known facts, so that is why I am writing to 
you about this. 


Aware of the littleness of this, I hate to take your very 
valuable time, yet as a Minister I am continually beseiged 
by this kind of report, especially in the Texas Panhandle. 


Thank you for your many services, and for this one addi¬ 
tional service. 


Sincerely yours, 



A. 


\cVcJ 


/ 0O_^J 
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Arkansas City, Kansas 
September 10, 1968 




Bear son. 




When you were here I mentioned a post card that had a rather strange 
group of individuals pictured thereon* I was able to #■* one far your 
personal scrutiny. Bare it is. 

This picture was made ty a news photographer who was sent to this 
school at Kanteagle Tennessee to take a picture of this new and unique 
idea in teaching something — the permit was issued and the kind Of 
school was not stated. Adult education was about all that the application 
stated was the pirpose. The photographer and e news writer want to the 
place unannounced and had no idea of what they were to find. Catching the 
culprits unaware they Just posed as though everything was in order as it 
was supposed to be. The hope they had was that the real leadership of the 
school would not be recognized. 

This all came about through the office of the State Superintendent of 

PftVkl 4 A THe+rtie+4 nn fVe Of o+e TerMan n ~nn .mb ftf 

• itva av *i4giMuiw vi wuw va Awuiwoowoa swj aaw " ■ M4 

this. 

In the light of all that you have known about the late leader of this 
philosophy, pictured as No. 1 and this proof of his association with 
such as are pictured here, I am at a loss to see how you could have any 
respect for the man, to say nothing of embracing his nefarious program of 
wrecking our nation. His non-violent way of doing was the smooth plan of 
an anarchist. 

Patriotic, Christian citizens of this republic of the U.S.A. should not 
be caught in this web of the planners for revolution and anarchy which 
will result in a wrecking of all that has been good in this country and 
the evils will be multiplied for all* I hope that you can tiring yourself 
to see that you have been duped and get right in your thinking and 
evaluation of things as they are. Kama and I pray for you every day that you 
will see the Ugh^and get to take your bearings and make all changes that 
should be made. this liberal philosophy is wrong. It does not 

measure up to the Bible gauge for right livings You are veU enough 
to think for yourself. BO IT. 


fill lf»F 0 Pr-'«T! 0 « COf'TWM 
h'fnrj;; ’j 

"■‘•r a-1**, ifeisMu, 

fc»7* 


love, your father. 
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Identifications 

Tbf picture on the other aide tu made at 
Highlander Folk School daring the Labor Day 
week-end of 1917. Attentive pa pi 1 1 identified 
by the number i are: 

L Martin Lather King, Jr The association 
indicated here ii not unusual for Dr. Ring, who 
belongs to several important Communist front 
organizations, anti who regularly employs or 
affiliates with known Communists. 

2. Abner V. Berry, o 4 the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party. 

3. Aubrey Villiami, President of the Commu¬ 
nist front, the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund. 

4. Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander 
Folk School (for Communist Training), Mom- 
eagle, Tennessee. This school wti later doaed down 
by the State of Tennessee, but an offspring is now 
thriving in KnoiviJU. 

Tbnr pmteordi (No. CR2) ore 
tvtiUbU mt my Amtricm Opinion 
library, mi 20 cwrii for $ 1 . 00 ; or 
directly by mmil, Poetoge pmd t from 

American Opinion 

Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 
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Tour letter of October 0th has been received. 


While I would like to be of assistance to you, Infor¬ 
mation concerning the alleged communist activities of Martin Luther 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance. r 

« v -v l -v .. 



Sincerely yours. 
Hoover 


MAILED 21 

CCT 161968 

COMM-PBI 


To Ison — 
D*Loach _ 

Uohr_ 

Bishop — 

Casper _ 

Cal! ah on - 

Conrad_ 

Felt_ 

Gale _ 

Roten __ 
SuJJivan — 

TaveJ _ 

Trottei - 

Tela. floorr 

Holmvt —j 
Gandy -- 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 

;Vs i , 

WMG:mrc/rlf 









Franklin, Wisconsin 53132 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 


* :*. T t 
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$ Pftfi+tld, 




I uould like a report of y«2T)investigation into the Coaraunistic 
Activities of Martin Luthe:H£ng, 

If there is a fee, please let me know. 
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rfield, Massachusetts 01342 


Dear 


m> 


been received. 


Tour letter of October 11th, with e ncl osure, has 


While I would like to be of assistance to you, the 
alleged co m mu n ist activities and affiiiaHcwm of Mar tin Lather 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confi¬ 
dential nature. I regret I am unable to be of help In this Instance. 

Sincerely yours. 

Hot? 


.-s# 


“ Toison _ 

■* DeLooch_ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Jp Cosper _ 

£ Collation _ 

Zi Con od _ 

V Fell _ 

T av«i y 

Trotter ^ 

* Tejs, RooM . 

Holmes_ 

Gwidy - 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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October 11, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


PI l INFORMATION CONTAINED 
V cREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

’' 8 i a BY SMUGrtui. 

Loll 


The enclosed photostat is a copy of a letter, without 
the letterhead and signature, of an alumnus of this school who 
reacted very strongly against the action the student body took 
in establishing a memorial scholarship fund in honor of 
Martin Luther king, Jr. 


In a previous letter to me this same gentleman 
claimed that the F.B.I*. had incontrovertible evidence that 
Mr. King was not only a Communist, but a man dedicated to the 
violent overthrow of this country 

I would very much appreciate it if your office could 
check out the veracity of the statements in this letter. The 
gentleman who wrote this letter feels very strongly and I 
respect his right to feel as he does. I am curious, before I 
present his views to students, however, to be sure of the 
accuracy of the statements he makes. 



I am sending him a copy of this letter. 
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October 1, 1968 
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My dear, 

T can riot come &c I will a&k you to read tn;s tc your students 

wnc wish to create a "memorial" to Martin Luther Ling. 


If you, your faculty, and (by seepage) your students have become possessed 
of the curious Idea that Martin Luther King believed in, or practiced a single 
one of the classic and noble traditions of this nation, or evex. lived by a single 
Christian Moral and ethical law, then you are the cruel victims of a deliberate 
delusion fostered by the liberal pres6, the liberal comraunicstion relia, and the 
liberals j-n politics. 


Martin Luther King was a tool of the Communists in this country! He was 
trained by them in the revolutionary tactics of Communist infiltration, street 
fighting, and the open use of violence, hatred and defiance of law, along with 
other Communists and other negroes selected for this task. He was schooled In the 
evil and subtle tactics of deceit, the bold use of the dy namic lie and the constant 
employment of cold, bitter racial hatred. He was trained to use all these tools, 
under the guise of "nox.-violence" and of the Ghandi style of "passive res; nee." 


These are facts, documented and available in print and are published by the 
Government Printing Office in Washington as the evidence exposed and collated by 
the investigating committees of the Confess of the United States, an elected ar.i 
democratic representational body upon which our government rests. They ara further 
revealed in the periodic reports of the FBI under J. Bcgar Hoover who indicted King 
as a liar and was never challenged. They are, as well, set forth in the many bcok6 
kj reputable scholars and writers. l 

/C ' ( £ V 6 - J J ^ 
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The incoatrovertlhx* fact that all thaaa data exist, dad ara apparently kept 
froa your students, who ara allowed, la their sallow innocence, to indulge in silly 
sentlaentaliaa and sickly adoration of Martin Lather King* L» indict sent not 

jnst of you and year faculty hut of education la general. And this adoration gets 
aore naadlin every day. It is a Shane to leave these young am, entrusted to your 
care and paid for the sane by parents, In this ignorance and in this delusion. It 
is shocking not to tsll then the truth, because, fed by the nushy pablua of sticky 
adoration of the wrong Gods, they will not be in very good shape to assess aoral 
and ethical values when they get to college. And, the ability to assess such values 
used to be the basis of all education. Bov can your students know what such values 
are, when they are allowed to reach for and seaorialine a deity who destroyed all 
ouch values in his own lifetine. 

And, beyond the personal relationship of those young aen with society, there 
is a greater duty. It la the duty of every citisen who Inherited these ideals to 
work for the Ideals upon which this nation was founded, and with all other loyal 
Aaericana to strengthen this Republic In its tine of trial. The unique wisdom of 
the founding fathers in ersstlng a Constitution that has survived nany trials in 
our history, resulted In Constitutional government which was based on the workable 
and sensible notion of defining and separating the relationships asongst the citizens, 
the state, and the federal government. The feeling that the freedoas now unique 
in the world, which this constitutional government created and which patriotic 
Anericans have won, is a feeling every good Aaerican ought to support. 

When asp arise whose actions are aimed to rend asunder this great tradition 

% 

and to shatter this constitutional strength, then such nan are the enemies of our 
country. Such sen should be taken froa society and kspt frea further demolishing 
that which the rest of ns have fought for sad still cherish. Such a aan was Martin 
Luther King. History, m we hope it nay aoea be written by objective scholar*., will 
reveal and document aore and aore the disaster he let loose upon this nation. 

To aeaoriAllze a aan like this, is to aeaorialize the eneaies of our freedoms, 
.the traitors to our cause, and the defectors froa our ideals and traditions. King 
was all these things and aore, and as such, he should have been dealt with as are 
other anti-Americans who practice treachery and promote anarchy. 

- Tour suggestion that, because King was "aaaasinatsd", the student's adoration 
and the tribute is justified and is sxcusable. In the first pises, was killed 

by an unknown hand, who eight, when proved (which has not yst happened) turn out to 


*»*• 3 


Y 


C 
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b# a Co—uniat tb* M»e a* Oswald, further I would warn you that the word "assaaina- 
tlon" is not used for tha worder of rabble-rousera aad deswgog—*; It la only appro¬ 
priate for tha aurdar of hands of atata. King was net tha haad of anything axeapt 


tha nagro revolutionary hast on tha daatraetlan af our atata. Bsgardless of your 
toliofa, you should at lsaat adhar to seaantiss. 


^ that If ona objects to King's aatioaa oaa advocates hla murder to 
rapeat tha colossal mon—aequitur of our tlna. 


ho ona condones surder, not a ran of King. I aa, as are all loyal Aaeric— a, 
agninat this Border and all aurdam By tha aana token 1 aa (aa should you ha) 
againat the Murders that King's revolution instigated, just aa I aa against tha 
destruction of law and order by the negro insurrection lad, inspired and planned 
hy King. 

It is your duty as an adult aa wall as tha haadaastar of a school, to explain 
to your chargee that these two things mat be separated. There is no relation 
(except one you choose te sake) between the injustice done to King by hie etill 
unknown aurderar, and tha s hockin g, national, senseless injustice done to the Billions 
of loyal law-abiding, peace-loving Aaerleans by Martin Luther n*g and hie followers. 

I sonde— both aa you should. 

I condo— King's suder but 1 also condo—King aa a traitor to his nation, a 
a— Ao advocated dealing with our —any, the Co—uAiets, who are HTHwg 
of A—rlcana In Viet Man. 1 conde— King-as the chief aorer, of a revolution, a 
* bloody destructive —d evil revolution, against his own nation and of overt violence 
of lav —d order as a —tter of planned policy. 

« 

.1 conde— Kartln Luther King who —a responsible for the Billions of dollars 
worth of property destroyed, burned — d looted by —gross, and of lives snuffed 
out by —be frenxled by the doctrines and ids— that King kept spouting. 

If blind hatred, aa 1 know you liberals believe, was the canoe of King's surder 
(this has not been proved), then why condo— blind hatred set up by King and loosened 
— our people in the violence that has been the undeniable order of the day since 
King started It. Blind hatred begets —re hatred. All this ends as Communists 
planned it to end, in utteranarchy. 

1 should thick the irony of all this would appeal to you. Bow Ironic can you S 
get when the can who created more trouble, conflict —d civil war in this nation than 
any other'individual lb our history, could be along with other Coaeunist*, awarded 
the Nobel "I-eaee” Prise. 




Will* it is ironic^ -) witness the death of a nan bjf sword who has lived 
b J tbt sword, th* rsal irony llss In the fact that Martin Lather King, regardless 
of what he said ha was doing, did incite others to violence. And, he did use the 
bbreat of nore violence, as a sordid and flagrant blackmail apon your representa¬ 
tives end mine, in the Congress, to pass more "civil rights" laws alleged to be 
for the benefit of the negroes...who were looting, burning and killing regardlass 
of the fact that thesa laws had ranoved all lagal barrisra to nogro advancement I 
History will reveal King and record bin for what he was. If he had believed in 
non-violence (as he said be did) ha would have (as ha could have) stopped the violence 
that always resulted from his pressnee. 

lot only did King fail to prevent a single Incident of violence or frqpenta- 
tion of lew, but evea when he planned and knew ahead of time where violence would 
erupt, he did not atop the planning nor the subsequent results. As in the case 
of the Memphis riots. King knew they would happen and never lifted his finger sr 
his voice to stop them or to warn the authorities that they would happen. He knew 
ahead of tine and helped to plan the invasion of Washington by the black hoodlvms. 
gangsters and c ri mi n a l s and the black anarchy that was its and product. 

Every year during Kintfs activities, crime in the Doited States increased 
materially. Th# majority of crime was comitted by me gross and this Included 
murder, looting, burg lary, mugging, rape end arson in which from five to ten 
times more negroes committed such crises then whites. Also, the majority of il- 
leglaate children in thie country are black and omer 80 % of all persons in the 
urban areas on ralief, well unto the secoiyl or third generation, are black. The 
millions of dollars for aid to dapendent children is largely spent on black people. 

All this resulted fron King's "ministry". And, there is no record that Mr. King 
was sver ordained as a Christian mlnistsr. 

These are facte. 

Even hie own race condemned bin and hie influence! George Schulyer, the most 
distinguished negro newsman end alumniat (in an editorial after King's death) said 
that however tragic and unfortunate King's murder was, "it was largely a matter of 
his own doing." 

He who lives by the sword will die by the sword. 

Congressman A. VI. Watson, investigating King's actions and incendiary talk, 
declared that King was the braina behind the riots that resulted in 118 depths 
in the year 196?. And, be said that King's danger lay in the fact that he. King, 
was sly and cleVer enough to convince asny good Americans that ha was "harmless and 
respectable" while he was actually "aiding and abutting the Coamunist conspiracy 
against this nation." 





f 
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After ■••tine 1 b Vuhliftea with the two of the Met Vleleat leader* of blaok 
anarchy and violence (I refer to Carmichael and Bap Brown «feo said they wo- i kill 
and burn)...King aade a statement msyMngt "We nook to ear to the nation in our 
•aapaign that if yon don't straighten np. then you're writing your own obituary ." 


These wore the and threats of your hero Martin Lather King. This was typical 
•f the blackmail he employed to sow venal politicians Into submission. King was 
not only associated with known aetiwistlc Communists (all trained to destroy our 
government), but he hired as secretaries two of the worst criminals the negro race 
has aver produced: 1. Bayard Bastin, a convicted sodomlst sad sexual pervert, 

2. Jack O'Dell (alias Banter Pitts), id:o was exposed as a Communist by the U. 6. 
Senate, and who was a Cssasnist organiser in Mew Orleans. When the heat on these 
two Coanunlsts became toe hot. King rooerted to the deoeltful strategies of "firing" 
them as his secretaries. Be then got then jobs in another part of his organisation. 


Is this the saint to be adored aad hald la high esteem by nice normal young 
American boys la yd or school? If jon arc going to have a memorial to King, lot 
such a memorial tell the truth. 

But King's work as s illegal instigator of violence and the shattering of law 

f 

aad order, was aot his most destructive contribution to the civil war in our land. 
Be was the author of the new morality...which is no morality. H# was the Inventor 
sf "flexible morels"...the cult and system by which any person who does not like 
the laws can break them with impunity. And, what is worse, the philosophy that 
any and all means, however, false, however Illegal, however imtoral, are perfectly 
correct| and good if the and is conceived, by the person committing these crimes 
to bo goodI Xvil moans beget evil ends. King believed that good ends justify evil 
means. This is why our crime rate has risen out of all proportion during King's 
activities I 


In this he has left his black and awful mark upon oar times. If you conoone 
a re norial to aim, I think you should know the facts about King. Before you use 
any soney given you by parents for the proper education of their sons, I think you 
should ask the parents if they condone such a memorial. But before you ask them, 

I eug.est you send then a copy of this letter and let thes see the other side, the 
real side, the true side, that has been kept from their naive sons. 


.A 


J 
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If you don't want £ do this, I will be glad to sesd’ Jioa copies. 
Then, take a vote and aaa what the pareata aay. 

This, I think, you ara obligated to do. 

Ton hare no right to delude these boys without their parents consent. 

Faithfully yours, 
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Toor letter of October Oth has been received. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, Infor¬ 
mation concerning the alleged communist activities of Martin Luther 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance. 
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COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoover 



De Loach _ 

-■ Mohr_ 

B.thop- 

Casper_ 

C<*Jlahan _ 

■v ; V* \ Conrod_ 

' i/.j- Tell_ 

' CaJe_ 

~ Rosen ___ 

* l Sullivan _ 

ToveJ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Room 

• Holmes - 

\ Gandy __ 


NOTE: Bufiles^ontain no record of correspondent. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

♦ 

Gentlemen: 

I would like a report of your investigation into the Communistic 
Activities of Martin Inther King. 


Sincerely, 




O'..’ * 7 *' 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATES -12 K-pYSy VjMA 

(r%n* 


Tour letter of October Ttb has been received. 

While 1 would like to be at assistance In con- 
nectlon with your Inquiry, information concerning tbe alleged 
communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 
I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoove? 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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J. E. Hoover 
of, F. B. I. 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 


7 fey 

Atlanta Ga. 30315 / 

October 7, 1968 ^' 


I am listing to a local radio station which is all 
talk and thi gentleman calls in and says TmtfTfT 

2 K ing was a communist I would like for you to tell me what you 
think, as I respect you very much from all your years in service 
for our country 


I will appreciate your answer. 
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i• ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

n >0. C-, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE ti._E7S P'}L^hH 


ftf/, j^svvLti / 

£// ^V'TL^ 

.W-U «» &Uli 

* 4 ~^r*( ^^p%. — sC/ti/' tl£h * \y\^c^i-c^x, _ 
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October 3, 1968 


- <3/V^ 

«t.C» 



aassssssss*' 



1 bare received your letter of September 28th. 

While 1 would certainly like to be of assistance to you, infor- 

♦ 

mat!on in our files must be maintained as confidential in 



accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

1 am sorry I am unable to furnish the data you are seeking. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Bullies contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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Andrew, Texas 
Sept. 28, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover: ALL INFORMAT 101* Cuil i Alftt. 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Sir: DATE » * '>-*T BYSPVf.- 

Please send me information concerning the 
political background of the late Martin LutheriSng. 


Sincerely, 



18 OCT 4 1958 
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October 1, 1068 



I received your letter, with enclosure, on Septem¬ 
ber 26th and want to thank you for your kind comments concerning 
my work with this Bureau. 



While I would like to be of assistance to you, inf or - 
matton about the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
L /Klng , whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because ~ 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a con¬ 
fidential nature. 1 regret 1 am unable to be of assistance to you 
In this Instance. 


Sincerely yours, 

Edgar HooveC 




To J son . 


i DtLooch - 
Mohr_ 


Bishop 
< Cospet 


t *.' S Call ah on . 
Conrad _ 
.'■■'. V. r*it. 

.• ■ Cole . 


Rosen 
' Sullivan 
■ T avej 
Trot 
, Tel*.' 
Holmes 
Candy 


NOTE: Bufiles oontain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Her enclosure was a piece of notepaper bearing the statement ,f Keep up 
the good work! All anti Communist are behind you." 
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Federal Bureau of Investagtion 
Washington, D.C 



Stoughton, Mass 




Dear Sirs 


I am very interested in the story of Martin Luther King, 
I have heard that many people think he was a commuist. 

I was just woundering if there is any truth to this 
statement or is it just opinion? 

So I figuarg if he was a Commuist the F. B. I. would 
have someting on him, and wouldn't mind sending me a copy. 


Plus I want to congradulate you and your fellow 
workers on the good job you are doing, we need more men like 
you. And Tell J Edger Hooter I said Hello! 


Thank you 


/s/ 
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